
royal jelly by roald dahl
royal jelly by roald dahl is a fascinating short story that reveals the imaginative prowess
of one of the most celebrated children’s authors. This story, featured in Roald Dahl’s
collection, explores themes of curiosity, science, and the unexpected consequences of
experimentation. The narrative revolves around the use of royal jelly, a substance produced
by bees, which plays a crucial role in the transformation of a character within the story.
Roald Dahl’s ability to blend scientific facts with fiction creates a unique and compelling
tale that continues to captivate readers. This article delves into the plot, themes, and
significance of royal jelly by Roald Dahl, as well as its influence and the biological
background of royal jelly itself. Below is an outline of the main topics covered in this
comprehensive analysis.

Overview of Royal Jelly by Roald Dahl

Plot Summary

Thematic Elements

Character Analysis

The Science Behind Royal Jelly

Impact and Legacy

Overview of Royal Jelly by Roald Dahl
Royal jelly by Roald Dahl is a short story that first appeared in his collection titled
“Someone Like You.” It stands out as an example of Dahl’s skill in merging everyday
scientific curiosity with elements of the macabre and the fantastical. The story is notable for
its unique premise involving royal jelly, a real substance secreted by honeybees, which has
a significant role in the development of bee larvae. Dahl uses this biological concept as a
foundation for a narrative that explores human experimentation and transformation.

Publication Background
The story was published in 1953 and later included in various anthologies of Dahl’s works
for adults. Unlike his famous children’s books, “Royal Jelly” is targeted toward a mature
audience, emphasizing darker and more complex themes.

Literary Style and Tone
Roald Dahl’s writing style in royal jelly by Roald Dahl is characterized by concise, vivid



descriptions and a tone that oscillates between scientific curiosity and eerie suspense. This
blend engages readers and invites them to consider the boundaries between nature and
human intervention.

Plot Summary
The narrative centers on Albert Taylor, a beekeeper whose wife is struggling to breastfeed
their newborn baby. In an attempt to help, Albert feeds royal jelly to the infant, which leads
to extraordinary and unsettling consequences. The story gradually unfolds the impact of
this decision on the family, revealing themes of transformation and the unforeseen effects
of tampering with natural processes.

Key Events

Introduction of Albert Taylor and his beekeeping profession

Wife’s difficulty with breastfeeding and Albert’s solution

Feeding royal jelly to the baby

Notable physical and behavioral changes in the infant

The climax involving Albert’s own transformation

Setting and Atmosphere
The story is set in a modest domestic environment, which contrasts with the extraordinary
events that unfold. The atmosphere shifts from normalcy to something more uncanny as
the effects of royal jelly become apparent.

Thematic Elements
Royal jelly by Roald Dahl explores several compelling themes that contribute to its depth
and lasting appeal. These themes provide insight into human nature, scientific ethics, and
the relationship between humans and the natural world.

Nature versus Science
The story highlights the tension between natural processes and scientific experimentation.
By introducing royal jelly into the human context, Dahl questions the consequences of
manipulating biology without fully understanding the potential outcomes.



Transformation and Identity
The theme of transformation is central, as characters undergo physical and psychological
changes that challenge their sense of identity. This metamorphosis serves as a metaphor
for the unpredictable results of human intervention in nature.

Parental Concern and Obsession
Albert’s actions are motivated by a desire to help his child, reflecting the lengths to which
parents will go for their offspring. However, this concern borders on obsession, leading to
dangerous experimentation and unintended consequences.

Character Analysis
The characters in royal jelly by Roald Dahl serve as vehicles for exploring the story’s
themes and driving the plot forward. Their development is tightly linked to the unfolding
events and the central concept of royal jelly.

Albert Taylor
Albert is depicted as a practical and caring individual, whose knowledge of beekeeping
inspires him to use royal jelly as a remedy. His character arc is marked by a gradual
descent into obsession and transformation, illustrating the dangers of unchecked scientific
curiosity.

Mrs. Taylor
Mrs. Taylor is a secondary yet pivotal character whose struggle with breastfeeding triggers
the central conflict. Her role emphasizes the vulnerabilities of motherhood and the societal
pressures surrounding child-rearing.

The Infant
The baby, though a passive character, becomes the focal point of the story’s experimental
element. The infant’s changes symbolize the unpredictable nature of tampering with
biology and the blurred line between human and animal traits.

The Science Behind Royal Jelly
Royal jelly is a secretion produced by worker honeybees and is essential in the
development of queen bees. Its unique nutritional properties contribute to the queen’s
growth and longevity, making it a subject of scientific interest and folklore.



Biological Role of Royal Jelly
In bee colonies, royal jelly is fed exclusively to larvae destined to become queens. This
nutrient-rich substance influences gene expression and developmental pathways, resulting
in the queen’s distinctive characteristics.

Human Uses and Claims
Royal jelly has been marketed as a dietary supplement with claims ranging from immune
support to anti-aging benefits. Despite its popularity, scientific evidence supporting these
claims remains limited and inconclusive.

Risks and Considerations
While royal jelly is generally safe for consumption, some individuals may experience
allergic reactions. Its use in human contexts, especially in experimental scenarios like those
depicted in Dahl’s story, highlights ethical and safety concerns.

Impact and Legacy
Royal jelly by Roald Dahl remains a notable work within his adult fiction repertoire. Its blend
of scientific curiosity and speculative fiction has influenced readers and writers interested in
the intersection of biology and storytelling.

Cultural Influence
The story has sparked interest in royal jelly beyond its biological context, inspiring
discussions about human enhancement and the ethical boundaries of science. It has been
analyzed in literary studies focusing on science fiction and horror elements in Dahl’s work.

Adaptations and References
Although not as widely adapted as Dahl’s children’s stories, royal jelly has appeared in
various anthologies and discussions relating to speculative fiction. Its unique premise
continues to inspire creative reinterpretations and academic inquiry.

Educational Value
The story serves as an effective tool for exploring the relationship between science and
literature, offering insights into how scientific concepts can be woven into compelling
narratives that challenge readers’ perceptions.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'Royal Jelly' by Roald Dahl?
'Royal Jelly' tells the story of a beekeeper named Albert Taylor who secretly feeds his baby
daughter royal jelly to help her grow, leading to strange and unsettling consequences.

What themes are explored in Roald Dahl's 'Royal Jelly'?
The story explores themes such as obsession, the dangers of meddling with nature,
parental love taken to extremes, and the mysterious power of royal jelly.

How does Roald Dahl use symbolism in 'Royal Jelly'?
Roald Dahl uses royal jelly as a symbol of unnatural growth and transformation, highlighting
the tension between human intervention and natural processes.

What genre does 'Royal Jelly' by Roald Dahl belong to?
'Royal Jelly' is a horror and dark fantasy short story, combining elements of suspense with a
macabre twist typical of Roald Dahl's adult fiction.

Why is 'Royal Jelly' considered a notable work in Roald
Dahl's adult fiction?
It is notable for its eerie atmosphere, unexpected ending, and exploration of dark themes,
showcasing Dahl's skill beyond children's literature.

Additional Resources
1. Royal Jelly
A chilling short story by Roald Dahl, "Royal Jelly" explores the eerie transformation of a
beekeeper who feeds his baby daughter royal jelly. The narrative delves into themes of
obsession, the unnatural consequences of tampering with nature, and the mysterious
powers of royal jelly. Dahl’s signature dark humor and suspense make this a memorable
and unsettling tale.

2. The Wonderful World of Honeybees
This book offers an in-depth look at the fascinating life of honeybees and the production of
royal jelly. It provides scientific insights into how royal jelly influences bee development and
its potential health benefits. Readers interested in the natural history behind Dahl's story
will find this both informative and engaging.

3. Bees and Their Magic: The Secrets of Royal Jelly
Exploring the mystical and biological aspects of royal jelly, this book combines folklore with
modern science. It discusses the significance of royal jelly in bee colonies and its reputed
healing properties. The narrative also touches on how this substance has inspired literature



and culture, including works like Dahl’s "Royal Jelly."

4. Roald Dahl’s Short Stories: A Collection of Dark Tales
This collection includes "Royal Jelly" along with other famous short stories by Roald Dahl.
Each story is characterized by its dark humor, unexpected twists, and unique characters.
Perfect for readers who appreciate Dahl’s storytelling style and his ability to blend the
ordinary with the macabre.

5. The Science Behind Royal Jelly
A comprehensive guide to the chemical composition and biological effects of royal jelly, this
book explains why it has fascinated scientists and storytellers alike. It covers its role in bee
development and potential applications in human health. The book is ideal for readers who
want to understand the real science that inspired stories like Dahl’s.

6. Beekeeping and Royal Jelly: A Practical Guide
This manual is designed for beekeepers interested in harvesting royal jelly and
understanding its production. It provides step-by-step instructions, tips for maintaining
healthy hives, and insights into the economic value of royal jelly. The book appeals to both
amateur and professional apiarists.

7. Dark Tales and Twisted Fables
Featuring a selection of eerie stories from various authors, this anthology includes themes
similar to those found in "Royal Jelly." The collection explores the darker side of nature,
human obsession, and transformation. It’s perfect for readers who enjoy stories that
provoke thought and unsettle the mind.

8. The Queen Bee: Myth, Science, and Literature
This work examines the symbolic and scientific significance of the queen bee and royal jelly
in culture and literature. It discusses how the queen bee has been portrayed in myths,
folklore, and modern storytelling, including Dahl’s narrative. The book bridges the gap
between science and the arts.

9. Roald Dahl’s World of Strange and Unusual
A compilation that delves into the bizarre and fantastical elements present in Roald Dahl’s
works, including "Royal Jelly." The book explores recurring themes such as transformation,
the uncanny, and the macabre. It provides readers with a deeper appreciation of Dahl’s
unique literary vision.
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