
secret annex of anne frank

secret annex of anne frank is a term that refers to the hidden space where Anne Frank, a Jewish
girl, and her family hid during World War II to escape Nazi persecution. This concealed attic in
Amsterdam became the setting for Anne's famous diary, which provides a poignant and personal
perspective on the horrors of the Holocaust. The secret annex was a small, cramped area that
housed eight people for over two years, showcasing the resilience and courage of those in hiding.
Understanding the history, layout, and significance of the secret annex of Anne Frank offers valuable
insight into one of the most compelling stories of the 20th century. This article explores the origins
of the secret annex, the daily life of its occupants, the discovery and aftermath, and its enduring
legacy in education and remembrance.
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History and Background of the Secret Annex
The secret annex of Anne Frank was located in the building at Prinsengracht 263 in Amsterdam,
Netherlands. This concealed space was part of a larger office building owned by Otto Frank, Anne’s
father. As the Nazi regime intensified its persecution of Jews, Otto Frank arranged for his family and
others to hide in this hidden area to avoid deportation. The annex was ingeniously concealed behind
a movable bookcase, providing a secret refuge from the outside world.

Origins of the Concealment
The secret annex was prepared in 1942 when the Frank family received a notice to report to a
relocation center. Otto Frank, foreseeing the danger, collaborated with trusted employees to create
a hidden space in the rear part of the building. This annex was designed to be completely
undetectable from the street and offices below, with access restricted to only a few trusted
individuals who supplied the occupants with food and news.



Occupants of the Secret Annex
Eight people lived in the secret annex for more than two years. Besides the Frank family—Otto,
Edith, Margot, and Anne—the occupants included the Van Pels family (Hermann, Auguste, and their
son Peter) and Fritz Pfeffer, a dentist. The cramped quarters and constant fear of discovery defined
their existence during this period, significantly impacting their daily routines and interactions.

Life Inside the Secret Annex
Life in the secret annex was marked by severe restrictions and hardships. The inhabitants had to
remain silent during the day to avoid detection by workers in the building below. Privacy was
limited, and the confined space fostered both solidarity and tension among the occupants. Despite
these challenges, the annex became a place of reflection, hope, and personal growth.

Daily Routine and Challenges
To maintain secrecy, the group followed strict rules. They had to avoid making noise during working
hours in the offices below, which meant no walking, talking, or flushing toilets during the day. Food
was scarce and had to be rationed carefully. The constant fear of discovery created psychological
stress, but the occupants sought ways to maintain morale through reading, writing, and
conversation.

Relationships and Interactions
Living in such close quarters inevitably led to complex interpersonal dynamics. The families shared
responsibilities and supported one another, but stress and confinement sometimes caused disputes.
Anne Frank’s diary reveals the emotional challenges and growth experienced by the young girl and
her companions during this period.

The Diary of Anne Frank
Anne Frank’s diary, written while she was in hiding, has become one of the most significant personal
accounts of the Holocaust. It offers a unique and intimate perspective on the experiences of Jews
during Nazi occupation. The diary not only documents daily life in the secret annex but also
expresses Anne’s hopes, fears, and reflections.

Writing and Content
Anne began writing in her diary shortly after going into hiding. She initially addressed her entries to
an imaginary friend named Kitty, which allowed her to express her innermost thoughts freely. The
diary covers a range of topics, from mundane daily events to profound philosophical insights,
detailing both the hardships and the moments of joy experienced in the annex.



Publication and Global Impact
After the annex was discovered and the occupants arrested, Anne’s diary was preserved by Miep
Gies, one of the helpers. It was later published by Otto Frank, the sole survivor of the group, and has
since been translated into numerous languages. The diary’s vivid portrayal of life in the secret annex
has educated generations about the human cost of prejudice and war.

The Discovery and Arrest
On August 4, 1944, the secret annex was raided by the Gestapo, leading to the arrest of all eight
occupants. The precise circumstances of their betrayal remain uncertain, but the raid marked the
tragic end of their period in hiding. Following their arrest, the occupants were deported to
concentration camps.

Aftermath

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Secret Annex of Anne Frank?

The Secret Annex is the hidden annex behind a movable
bookcase in Otto Frank's office building in Amsterdam, where
Anne Frank and her family hid from the Nazis during World
War II.

Why did Anne Frank and her family hide in the Secret Annex?

Anne Frank and her family hid in the Secret Annex to escape
persecution and deportation by the Nazis during the German
occupation of the Netherlands in World War II.



How long did Anne Frank and her family stay in the Secret
Annex?

Anne Frank and her family stayed in the Secret Annex for
approximately two years, from July 1942 until their arrest in
August 1944.

Who else hid with Anne Frank in the Secret Annex?

Along with Anne Frank and her immediate family, the Van Pels
family (Hermann, Auguste, and their son Peter) and Fritz
Pfeffer also hid in the Secret Annex.

How was the Secret Annex discovered?

The Secret Annex was discovered after the group was betrayed
to the Nazis by an unknown informant, leading to their arrest
on August 4, 1944.

What is the historical significance of the Secret Annex?

The Secret Annex is significant as the site where Anne Frank
wrote her famous diary, providing a powerful firsthand
account of life during the Holocaust and the impact of Nazi
persecution.

Can the public visit the Secret Annex today?

Yes, the Secret Annex is part of the Anne Frank House



museum in Amsterdam and is open to visitors who want to
learn about Anne Frank's story and the Holocaust.

What conditions were like inside the Secret Annex?

Life in the Secret Annex was very cramped and tense, with
limited space, no natural light during the day, and the
constant fear of discovery.

How did Anne Frank's diary survive the Secret Annex?

After the arrest, Miep Gies and other helpers found Anne's
diary in the Secret Annex and preserved it, later giving it to
Otto Frank, Anne’s father, after the war.

Additional Resources

1. The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
This is the original diary kept by Anne Frank during her time
in the secret annex. It provides a deeply personal and moving
account of a Jewish girl's life in hiding during the Nazi
occupation of the Netherlands. The diary reveals Anne's
hopes, fears, and reflections on human nature, making it a
poignant historical document and literary work.

2. Anne Frank: The Biography by Melissa Müller
Melissa Müller offers a comprehensive biography of Anne
Frank, going beyond the diary to explore her life, family, and



the historical context of the Holocaust. The book includes new
research and interviews with survivors and relatives, providing
a fuller understanding of Anne's world and the tragic fate of
the Frank family.

3. The Hidden Life of Otto Frank by Carol Ann Lee
This biography focuses on Otto Frank, Anne’s father and the
only member of the family to survive the Holocaust. It sheds
light on his efforts to protect his family, preserve Anne’s diary,
and ensure her story was told. The book offers insight into the
secret annex from Otto's perspective.

4. Anne Frank Remembered by Miep Gies and Alison Leslie
Gold
Miep Gies, one of the Dutch citizens who helped hide the
Frank family, recounts her experiences in this memoir. She
describes the risks and challenges of concealing the annex’s
occupants and the aftermath of the family's arrest. The book
provides a unique, first-hand view of life in hiding.

5. The Secret Annex: The Hidden Room Where Anne Frank
Wrote Her Diary by Mirjam Pressler
This book offers detailed descriptions and illustrations of the
secret annex itself, helping readers visualize the confined
space where Anne Frank and others lived in hiding. It
combines historical facts with personal stories, making it an
engaging resource for understanding the physical
environment of the annex.

6. Anne Frank's Tales from the Secret Annex by Anne Frank
A lesser-known collection of short stories and essays written
by Anne during her time in hiding, showcasing her literary
talent beyond the diary. These writings reveal her creative



spirit and offer additional perspectives on her thoughts and
experiences during the Holocaust.

7. The Upstairs Room by Johanna Reiss
This novel, inspired by true events, tells the story of a Jewish
girl hiding with her family in a secret annex in the
Netherlands during World War II. It captures the fear, hope,
and resilience of those living in hiding, drawing parallels to
Anne Frank’s experience and providing a broader
understanding of the era.

8. Hidden: A Child’s Story of the Holocaust by Loic Dauvillier,
Marc Lizano, and Greg Salsedo
A graphic novel that tells the story of a young girl hidden from
Nazis during the Holocaust. Through vivid illustrations and
narrative, it explores themes of fear, survival, and hope in
secret hiding places similar to Anne Frank’s secret annex.

9. Behind the Secret Window: Annie’s Diary by Carol Matas
This historical fiction novel is written as the diary of a young
girl hiding from the Nazis in a secret annex. It captures the
emotional and physical challenges of living in concealment,
inspired by Anne Frank’s real-life experiences and diary,
making it accessible to younger readers.
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