
secrets of alpha phi alpha

secrets of alpha phi alpha reveal the rich history, traditions, and core values that have
shaped this prestigious fraternity since its founding. Established as the first intercollegiate
Greek-letter fraternity for African American men, Alpha Phi Alpha has played a significant
role in promoting leadership, academic excellence, and social justice. Understanding the
secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha involves exploring its origins, symbols, membership rituals, and
influential members who have left an indelible mark on society. This article delves into the
lesser-known aspects that contribute to the fraternity’s enduring legacy, including its
commitment to service and empowerment. By uncovering these elements, readers gain
insight into the fraternity’s unique culture and ongoing impact. The following sections
provide a comprehensive exploration of the secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha, highlighting its
historical context, organizational structure, and philanthropic efforts.

Historical Origins and Founding Principles

Symbols and Rituals

Membership and Brotherhood

Notable Members and Their Contributions

Philanthropy and Social Impact

Historical Origins and Founding Principles
The secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha begin with its establishment on December 4, 1906, at
Cornell University. Founded by seven visionary men, the fraternity was created to provide
support and advocacy for African American students facing racial discrimination in higher
education. The founders, known as the "Seven Jewels," laid the groundwork for a
brotherhood centered on academic excellence, leadership, and service. These founding
principles remain central to the fraternity’s mission today, guiding members to foster
personal development and community upliftment.

The Seven Jewels
The Seven Jewels of Alpha Phi Alpha are the fraternity’s original founders whose vision and
dedication set the foundation for its growth. Their leadership established a framework
emphasizing unity and perseverance amid adversity. The founders include Henry Arthur
Callis, Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle Jones, George Biddle Kelley, Nathaniel
Allison Murray, Robert Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson Tandy. Understanding their
contributions provides insight into the fraternity’s enduring values and resilience.



Core Values and Mission
Alpha Phi Alpha’s core values include scholarship, fellowship, good character, and the
uplifting of humanity. These principles are interwoven throughout the fraternity’s activities
and initiatives. The mission focuses on developing leaders, promoting academic excellence,
and providing service to all mankind. These enduring values form a blueprint for members
to contribute positively to society while maintaining strong bonds of brotherhood.

Symbols and Rituals
The secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha are deeply embedded in its rich symbolism and carefully
preserved rituals. These elements serve as a means of connecting members across
generations while reinforcing the fraternity’s ideals. The symbolism includes distinctive
colors, emblems, and ceremonies that carry significant meaning within the organization.

Fraternity Colors and Emblems
Alpha Phi Alpha's official colors are black and old gold, symbolizing strength, resilience, and
excellence. The fraternity’s emblem, the Great Sphinx of Giza, represents wisdom and
mystery, reflecting the organization’s commitment to knowledge and leadership. These
symbols are prominently displayed during fraternal events and serve as a source of pride
among members.

Initiation and Membership Rituals
Initiation rituals are a closely guarded aspect of the fraternity, designed to instill a sense of
commitment and unity. While the full details remain confidential, these ceremonies
emphasize the importance of brotherhood, ethical conduct, and lifelong commitment to the
fraternity’s ideals. Such rituals strengthen the bonds among members and uphold the
traditions established by the founders.

Membership and Brotherhood
The secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha also encompass its approach to membership and the
cultivation of brotherhood. Membership is selective, with a focus on individuals who
demonstrate leadership potential, academic achievement, and a commitment to service.
The fraternity fosters lifelong relationships that extend beyond college years, creating a
network of support and influence.

Eligibility and Selection Process
Prospective members undergo a rigorous selection process that evaluates their character,
academic standing, and alignment with the fraternity’s values. This ensures that members
are prepared to uphold the fraternity’s standards and contribute meaningfully to its



mission. The process also includes educational components that familiarize candidates with
the fraternity’s history and responsibilities.

The Role of Brotherhood
Brotherhood is a fundamental pillar of Alpha Phi Alpha, emphasizing mutual support,
mentorship, and collective growth. Members are encouraged to build strong interpersonal
connections that facilitate professional development and community engagement. This
sense of fraternity strengthens individual members and amplifies the organization’s overall
impact.

Notable Members and Their Contributions
One of the most fascinating secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha is the impressive roster of
distinguished members who have shaped history. From civil rights leaders to influential
politicians and artists, these individuals exemplify the fraternity’s commitment to
excellence and social change. Their achievements reflect the fraternity’s influence across
various sectors.

Civil Rights Leaders
Alpha Phi Alpha has been home to pivotal figures in the civil rights movement, including Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., whose leadership and advocacy transformed American society. These
members utilized the fraternity’s platform to promote equality, justice, and nonviolent
activism. Their legacy continues to inspire current and future generations within the
fraternity.

Political and Cultural Influencers
Beyond civil rights, members such as Thurgood Marshall, the first African American
Supreme Court Justice, and W.E.B. Du Bois, a prominent intellectual and activist, illustrate
the fraternity’s broad cultural and political impact. Their contributions have advanced legal,
educational, and social progress, reinforcing the fraternity’s role as a catalyst for change.

Philanthropy and Social Impact
The secrets of Alpha Phi Alpha extend to its robust commitment to philanthropy and
community service. The fraternity actively engages in programs designed to address social
challenges, promote education, and support economic development. These initiatives
reflect the fraternity’s dedication to uplifting communities and fostering positive societal
transformation.



Educational Programs
Alpha Phi Alpha supports numerous educational initiatives aimed at improving academic
outcomes and access for underrepresented youth. Programs such as mentoring,
scholarships, and literacy campaigns exemplify the fraternity’s investment in future
generations. These efforts help bridge opportunity gaps and empower young leaders.

Community Service and Advocacy
The fraternity participates in various community service projects, including voter
registration drives, health awareness campaigns, and economic empowerment workshops.
These activities align with Alpha Phi Alpha’s mission to serve all mankind and promote
social justice. The fraternity’s advocacy work also addresses issues such as civil rights,
equality, and public policy reform.

Mentorship and Scholarship Programs

Health Initiatives and Awareness Campaigns

Economic Empowerment and Leadership Development

Civil Rights Advocacy and Voter Engagement

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some lesser-known historical facts about
Alpha Phi Alpha?
Alpha Phi Alpha, founded in 1906 at Cornell University, was the first intercollegiate Greek-
letter fraternity established for African American men. Lesser-known facts include its role in
the civil rights movement and its founding by seven visionary men known as the 'Seven
Jewels.'

What is the significance of the 'Seven Jewels' in Alpha
Phi Alpha?
The 'Seven Jewels' refer to the seven founders of Alpha Phi Alpha: Henry Arthur Callis,
Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle Jones, George Biddle Kelley, Nathaniel Allison
Murray, Robert Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson Tandy. They are celebrated for their
leadership, vision, and impact on the fraternity's legacy.



How does Alpha Phi Alpha maintain its legacy and
traditions today?
Alpha Phi Alpha maintains its legacy through community service, leadership development,
educational programs, and events that honor its history. The fraternity emphasizes
scholarship, fellowship, and advocacy, continuing to inspire and empower African American
men.

Are there any secret rituals or symbols unique to Alpha
Phi Alpha?
Like many fraternities, Alpha Phi Alpha has private rituals and symbols that are reserved for
initiated members. These include initiation ceremonies, handshakes, and symbols such as
the sphinx and the fraternity's colors, black and old gold, which hold deep meaning within
the brotherhood.

What role has Alpha Phi Alpha played in social justice
and civil rights?
Alpha Phi Alpha has been instrumental in social justice and civil rights efforts, with
members like Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. actively leading movements for equality. The
fraternity has historically advocated for voting rights, education equity, and economic
empowerment.

How can someone join Alpha Phi Alpha, and what are
the requirements?
To join Alpha Phi Alpha, prospective members typically must be male college students who
demonstrate academic achievement, leadership potential, and a commitment to the
fraternity's values. The process includes an application, education on fraternity history, and
participation in an initiation process conducted by an active chapter.

What philanthropic activities are associated with Alpha
Phi Alpha?
Alpha Phi Alpha is involved in various philanthropic initiatives, including the 'Go-to-High-
School, Go-to-College' program promoting education, voter education drives, mentoring
youth, and health awareness campaigns, particularly addressing issues like sickle cell
anemia and prostate cancer within the African American community.

Additional Resources
1. Alpha Phi Alpha: The Legacy of Leadership
This book delves into the rich history and enduring legacy of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc., highlighting the founding principles and the impact its members have had on society.
It explores the fraternity’s commitment to scholarship, leadership, and service, revealing



the secrets behind its sustained influence over the decades. Readers gain insight into the
brotherhood’s core values and the ways they have shaped generations of leaders.

2. Brotherhood Unveiled: Inside Alpha Phi Alpha
Offering an insider’s perspective, this book uncovers the traditions, rituals, and lesser-
known stories of Alpha Phi Alpha. It provides a candid look at the fraternity’s culture, the
bonds formed among brothers, and the secretive elements that foster unity and strength.
The narrative combines personal accounts and historical research to paint a comprehensive
picture of the fraternity’s inner workings.

3. The Hidden History of Alpha Phi Alpha
This title explores the origins and evolution of Alpha Phi Alpha, focusing on the challenges
faced by its founders and early members. It reveals little-known facts and pivotal moments
that shaped the fraternity’s direction and mission. The book emphasizes the secret
strategies employed to overcome adversity and promote social change.

4. Alpha Phi Alpha's Path to Excellence
Highlighting the fraternity’s pursuit of academic and professional excellence, this book
examines the programs and initiatives that have helped members succeed. It discusses the
mentorship models and leadership training that are central to the organization’s
philosophy. Readers learn how Alpha Phi Alpha cultivates talent and empowers its brothers
to achieve greatness.

5. Guardians of the Secret: Alpha Phi Alpha’s Rituals and Symbols
This book offers a respectful exploration of the rituals, symbols, and ceremonies that define
Alpha Phi Alpha’s identity. While maintaining confidentiality where appropriate, it sheds
light on the significance and meaning behind these sacred elements. The work underscores
how these traditions reinforce brotherhood and a shared sense of purpose.

6. Alpha Phi Alpha and the Civil Rights Movement
Focusing on the fraternity’s role in social justice, this book chronicles the contributions of
Alpha Phi Alpha members to the Civil Rights Movement. It reveals the strategic planning
and covert efforts that supported activism and advocacy. The narrative highlights how the
fraternity’s secret strength fueled public change and empowerment.

7. From Founders to Future: The Evolution of Alpha Phi Alpha
This title traces the fraternity’s journey from its founding at Cornell University to its
modern-day presence worldwide. It discusses how Alpha Phi Alpha has adapted its secret
practices and leadership models to remain relevant. The book provides an inspiring look at
the fraternity’s commitment to evolving while honoring its roots.

8. Alpha Phi Alpha’s Code: Principles Behind the Secrecy
Delving into the philosophical and ethical codes that govern Alpha Phi Alpha, this book
explains why secrecy is vital to the fraternity’s integrity. It explores the balance between
openness and confidentiality in maintaining trust and discipline among members. The text
reveals how these principles guide decision-making and brotherhood.

9. Legends and Lore: Stories from Alpha Phi Alpha Brothers
This collection of narratives shares personal experiences and legendary tales from Alpha
Phi Alpha members across generations. It captures the spirit, humor, challenges, and
triumphs that define the fraternity’s culture. Through these stories, readers glimpse the



secret bonds and enduring friendships that characterize the brotherhood.
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