self guided driving tours of sedona

self guided driving tours of sedona offer a unique and flexible way to explore the
breathtaking landscapes and rich cultural heritage of this renowned Arizona destination.
Known for its iconic red rock formations, vibrant arts scene, and spiritual significance,
Sedona attracts visitors from around the world. Self guided driving tours allow travelers to
experience the area's natural beauty at their own pace, making stops at scenic viewpoints,
hiking trailheads, and historical landmarks as desired. This approach provides the freedom
to customize the itinerary and delve deeper into Sedona’s diverse attractions without the
constraints of group schedules. Whether interested in geology, photography, or local
history, these tours cater to a wide range of interests. This article will explore the best
routes, essential tips, and key points of interest for self guided driving tours of Sedona,
ensuring a memorable and well-informed adventure.

e Popular Driving Routes in Sedona
e Top Attractions to Visit on a Self Guided Tour
e Planning and Preparation for Your Tour

e Tips for a Safe and Enjoyable Experience

e Seasonal Considerations for Driving Tours

Popular Driving Routes in Sedona

Sedona offers several scenic driving routes that showcase the region’s stunning red rock
formations, lush canyons, and panoramic vistas. These well-established routes are ideal for
self guided driving tours of Sedona, providing access to multiple points of interest and
photo opportunities.

Red Rock Scenic Byway (State Route 179)

The Red Rock Scenic Byway is one of the most famous drives in Sedona, stretching
approximately 7 miles through the heart of the red rock country. This route offers
spectacular views of landmarks such as Bell Rock, Cathedral Rock, and Courthouse Butte. It
is well-marked with numerous pullouts and trailheads.

Oak Creek Canyon Drive (State Route 89A)



Oak Creek Canyon Drive is a 14-mile route that follows a beautiful river canyon with
towering cliffs and lush vegetation. This drive connects Sedona with Flagstaff and includes
scenic stops like Slide Rock State Park and the village of Oak Creek.

Dry Creek Road Loop

For those seeking a less traveled path, the Dry Creek Road Loop offers a more rugged and
secluded experience. This route passes through forested areas and offers access to hiking
trails and viewpoints that are less crowded.

Top Attractions to Visit on a Self Guided Tour

A successful self guided driving tour of Sedona includes stops at a variety of natural and
cultural attractions. These locations provide insight into the area's geology, history, and
spiritual significance.

Bell Rock and Courthouse Butte

These iconic red rock formations are easily accessible from the Red Rock Scenic Byway and
offer hiking trails of varying difficulty. Bell Rock is especially popular for its distinctive shape
and panoramic views.

Chapel of the Holy Cross

This architectural marvel is built into the red rock cliffs and offers dramatic views of the
surrounding landscape. The chapel is accessible by car and features a peaceful atmosphere
for reflection.

Slide Rock State Park

Located in Oak Creek Canyon, this park is famous for its natural water slide formed by
slippery red rocks in the creek. It's a popular stop during warmer months and provides
picnic areas and hiking trails.

Airport Mesa

Airport Mesa offers one of the best panoramic views of Sedona’s red rocks, especially at



sunrise and sunset. The mesa is easily accessible by car and has a short hiking trail to the
viewpoint.

Tlaquepaque Arts & Shopping Village

This charming shopping and dining area reflects Sedona’s vibrant arts scene. Visitors can
explore galleries, boutiques, and restaurants, all within a picturesque Spanish-style plaza.

Planning and Preparation for Your Tour

Proper planning is essential to maximize enjoyment and safety during self guided driving
tours of Sedona. Preparation includes choosing routes, timing visits, and packing necessary
supplies.

Choosing the Right Vehicle

A standard car is sufficient for most paved roads and scenic byways. However, if exploring
unpaved or rugged routes such as Dry Creek Road, a high-clearance or four-wheel-drive
vehicle is recommended.

Mapping Your Route

Pre-planning your itinerary with a detailed map or GPS helps ensure efficient travel and
allows for flexible detours. Many local visitor centers provide maps highlighting scenic
drives and points of interest.

Packing Essentials

Bringing water, snacks, sun protection, and comfortable footwear is advisable. Additionally,
a camera or smartphone is essential for capturing the spectacular scenery.

Tips for a Safe and Enjoyable Experience

Observing safety guidelines and local regulations enhances the overall experience of self
guided driving tours of Sedona. Being prepared and respectful of the environment is
paramount.



Driving Safety

Maintain a safe speed, especially on winding roads and in residential areas. Watch for
wildlife and pedestrians near trailheads and scenic viewpoints.

Respecting Nature and Culture

Stay on designated roads and parking areas to protect fragile ecosystems. Avoid disturbing
wildlife and adhere to posted signs at cultural sites and parks.

Timing Your Tour

Starting early in the morning helps avoid crowds and extreme heat during summer months.
Sunset drives offer spectacular lighting for photography but require attentive driving as
visibility decreases.

Seasonal Considerations for Driving Tours

The best time for self guided driving tours of Sedona depends on weather, crowd levels,
and personal preferences. Each season offers unique experiences and challenges.

Spring and Fall

These seasons provide mild temperatures, vibrant foliage, and manageable crowds, making
them ideal for driving tours. Wildflowers bloom in spring, enhancing the natural beauty
along the routes.

Summer

Summer brings higher temperatures and monsoon storms. Early morning tours are
recommended to avoid the heat. Be aware of potential flash flooding in canyons during
rainy periods.

Winter

Winter offers cooler weather and fewer visitors. Some higher elevation routes may have



snow or ice, so checking road conditions is important. The clear skies and crisp air provide
excellent visibility for sightseeing.

Essential Stops for Photography Enthusiasts

Self guided driving tours of Sedona are a paradise for photographers seeking to capture
dramatic landscapes and vibrant sunsets.

Cathedral Rock Viewpoint

This viewpoint provides one of the most iconic perspectives of Cathedral Rock, perfect for
sunrise and sunset shots. The nearby hiking trails also offer various angles for photography.

Red Rock Crossing

Known for its reflection views of Cathedral Rock in Oak Creek, this location is a favorite for
landscape photographers, especially during golden hour.

Boynton Canyon

The scenic drive to Boynton Canyon includes diverse rock formations and lush vegetation,
offering a variety of photographic subjects from different elevations.

Local Amenities and Services Along the Routes

Several amenities and services support self guided driving tours of Sedona, ensuring
convenience and comfort throughout the journey.

Parking Facilities

Most major scenic stops and trailheads provide designated parking areas. Arriving early is
advisable during peak seasons to secure a spot.



Dining Options

Numerous cafes and restaurants are located near popular driving routes, offering local
cuisine and refreshments. Many establishments provide outdoor seating with scenic views.

Visitor Centers and Information

Local visitor centers offer maps, brochures, and expert advice to enhance touring
experiences. They are valuable resources for up-to-date information on road conditions and
attractions.

e Red Rock Ranger District Visitor Center

e Sedona Chamber of Commerce Visitor Center

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best self-guided driving tours in Sedona?

Some of the best self-guided driving tours in Sedona include the Red Rock Scenic Byway,
Oak Creek Canyon Drive, and the route through Schnebly Hill Road. These routes showcase
Sedona’s stunning red rock formations, scenic vistas, and unique landscapes.

How long does a typical self-guided driving tour in
Sedona take?

A typical self-guided driving tour in Sedona can take anywhere from 2 to 4 hours depending
on the route chosen and how many stops you make for hiking, photography, or sightseeing.

Are self-guided driving tours in Sedona suitable for
families?

Yes, self-guided driving tours in Sedona are family-friendly. They allow you to explore at
your own pace and make stops that suit everyone's interests, such as easy trails, picnic
spots, and scenic overlooks.

What should | bring on a self-guided driving tour of
Sedona?

It's recommended to bring plenty of water, sunscreen, a hat, comfortable shoes for short



hikes, a camera, and a map or GPS device to navigate the routes safely.

Can | do self-guided driving tours of Sedona year-
round?

Yes, Sedona’s mild climate makes self-guided driving tours possible year-round. However,
spring and fall are the most popular seasons due to pleasant weather and vibrant scenery.

Are there any apps or guides available for self-guided
driving tours in Sedona?

Yes, there are several apps and downloadable guides available that provide detailed maps,
points of interest, and audio commentary for self-guided driving tours in Sedona, such as
the AllTrails app and local Sedona visitor apps.

Additional Resources

1. Exploring Sedona: A Self-Guided Driving Tour

This comprehensive guide offers detailed driving routes through Sedona’s most
breathtaking landscapes. Perfect for solo travelers or families, it highlights key viewpoints,
hiking spots, and local eateries. The book includes maps and insider tips to enhance your
journey through the Red Rock Country.

2. Sedona Scenic Drives: Your Ultimate Road Trip Companion

Discover the best scenic drives around Sedona with this practical guide. Each route is
carefully curated to showcase the area’s natural beauty, including stops at historic sites
and popular photo locations. The book also provides suggestions for off-the-beaten-path
adventures.

3. Red Rock Wonders: A Driving Tour of Sedona’s Natural Beauty

Immerse yourself in Sedona’s stunning red rock formations with this self-guided tour book.
It features multiple driving itineraries tailored for different durations and interests, from
short day trips to full-day explorations. Readers will find helpful advice on timing and
seasonal highlights.

4. Sedona by Car: A Traveler’s Guide to Scenic Routes and Attractions

This guidebook combines detailed driving directions with cultural and historical insights
about Sedona. Readers can explore ancient ruins, art galleries, and spiritual vortex sites
while enjoying beautiful drives. Each route includes recommendations for dining and
lodging nearby.

5. The Sedona Driving Tour Handbook: Routes & Recommendations

Ideal for travelers who prefer flexible schedules, this handbook offers self-guided driving
tours with clear maps and GPS coordinates. It covers popular destinations like Cathedral
Rock, Oak Creek Canyon, and Slide Rock State Park. The book also includes safety tips for
driving in desert terrain.

6. Hidden Gems of Sedona: A Self-Guided Driving Adventure



Go beyond the typical tourist paths with this guide to Sedona’s lesser-known scenic drives.
It introduces readers to quiet spots, secret viewpoints, and local legends. Perfect for those
seeking a more intimate and tranquil experience of Sedona’s landscape.

7. Sedona Road Trips: Exploring the Red Rocks on Your Own

This book provides a series of themed driving tours, each focused on different aspects of
Sedona’s charm, such as geology, wildlife, or spiritual sites. With detailed itineraries and

photographs, it helps travelers customize their adventure according to their interests and
time.

8. A Day Driving Sedona: Quick and Easy Self-Guided Tours

Designed for visitors with limited time, this guide offers concise driving routes that cover
Sedona’s highlights in a few hours. The book includes tips for maximizing your experience
without feeling rushed, making it perfect for layovers or short visits.

9. Sunset Drives in Sedona: The Best Evening Routes for Spectacular Views

Experience Sedona’s magical sunsets through carefully planned driving tours featured in
this book. It highlights prime locations to watch the changing colors of the red rocks and
suggests nearby dining options to complete your evening. Ideal for photographers and
romantics alike.
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