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sharon creech walk two moons 1 is a captivating introduction to Sharon Creech’s acclaimed novel

"Walk Two Moons," a work that intertwines themes of adventure, self-discovery, and emotional depth.

This article explores the first part of the book, highlighting key characters, plot elements, and literary

significance. The narrative follows Salamanca Tree Hiddle as she embarks on a cross-country journey,

revealing layers of her family history and personal growth. Understanding this beginning segment is

essential for grasping the novel’s thematic complexity and character development. Additionally, this

article examines the stylistic choices Creech employs and how they contribute to the novel’s appeal in

children’s literature. Readers and educators alike will find valuable insights into the structure and

motifs of "Walk Two Moons," particularly focusing on the initial chapters that set the tone for the entire

story. Below is an outline of the main topics covered in this analysis.

Overview of Sharon Creech and "Walk Two Moons"

Plot Summary of Walk Two Moons 1

Main Characters Introduced

Themes and Motifs in the First Part

Narrative Style and Literary Devices

Educational Significance and Reception

Overview of Sharon Creech and "Walk Two Moons"

Sharon Creech is a renowned author in children’s and young adult literature, known for her evocative

storytelling and deep exploration of emotional themes. "Walk Two Moons," published in 1994, won the



Newbery Medal and has become a staple in middle school curricula. The novel combines elements of

mystery, family drama, and travelogue, making it a multifaceted read.

The title itself is derived from a Native American proverb emphasizing empathy and understanding

others’ experiences, which is central to the novel’s message. Sharon Creech’s background in poetry

and storytelling enriches the narrative voice and structure, contributing to the book’s enduring

popularity.

Plot Summary of Walk Two Moons 1

The first part of "Walk Two Moons" introduces readers to Salamanca Tree Hiddle, a thirteen-year-old

girl who embarks on a road trip with her grandparents from Ohio to Idaho. This journey is prompted by

Salamanca’s desire to find her missing mother, who left the family months earlier. As the story unfolds,

Salamanca tells the grandparents about her best friend, Phoebe Winterbottom, and the mysterious

events surrounding Phoebe’s family.

Introduction to the Road Trip

The novel’s opening chapters focus on the physical and emotional journey, setting the stage for

Salamanca’s reflections on her past and present. The road trip serves as a narrative framework

through which Salamanca’s memories and stories are revealed, blending past and present seamlessly.

Salamanca’s Storytelling

Throughout this section, Salamanca narrates tales of her family life, including her relationship with her

father and her late mother. These stories are interspersed with her observations about the people she

meets and the landscapes she encounters, creating a rich tapestry of narrative layers.

Main Characters Introduced

In the initial section, several key characters are established, each contributing to the thematic and

emotional depth of the novel.



Salamanca Tree Hiddle

Salamanca, often called Sal, is the protagonist whose perspective shapes the entire narrative. She is

introspective, witty, and resilient, grappling with the complexities of loss and identity.

Salamanca’s Grandparents

Her grandparents serve as companions on the road trip and provide a grounding presence. Their

interactions with Sal reveal generational differences and shared histories.

Phoebe Winterbottom

Sal’s best friend Phoebe is introduced as a cautious and sometimes anxious character. Phoebe’s

family drama adds a parallel storyline of mystery and emotional tension.

Salamanca’s Parents

Though physically absent for much of the narrative, Sal’s mother and father are central to the

unfolding story, especially regarding themes of loss, separation, and familial bonds.

Themes and Motifs in the First Part

The opening chapters of "Walk Two Moons" are rich with themes that resonate throughout the novel.

Journey and Discovery

The road trip symbolizes both a physical and emotional journey, reflecting the universal quest for

understanding and closure.

Loss and Grief

Salamanca’s missing mother introduces the theme of loss early on, setting a tone of melancholy and

hope intertwined.



Identity and Family

The narrative explores how family shapes identity, as Sal reflects on her relationships and heritage.

Empathy and Perspective

The novel encourages readers to "walk two moons" in someone else’s shoes, fostering empathy and

deeper understanding.

Physical journey as metaphor for emotional growth

Interplay between past memories and present experiences

Contrasting family dynamics and their impact on characters

Use of storytelling as a means of coping and connecting

Narrative Style and Literary Devices

Sharon Creech employs a distinctive narrative style in the first part of "Walk Two Moons" that

enhances the reader’s engagement and emotional connection.

First-Person Narrative

The story is told through Salamanca’s first-person perspective, providing an intimate and authentic

voice. This approach allows insight into her thoughts, feelings, and observations.

Use of Flashbacks

The narrative frequently shifts between the present road trip and past events, creating a layered

storytelling technique that deepens character development.



Symbolism and Imagery

Symbols such as the two moons and the journey itself enrich the novel’s thematic complexity.

Creech’s vivid imagery brings settings and emotions to life.

Dialogue and Humor

Naturalistic dialogue and moments of humor balance the serious themes, making the story accessible

and relatable for young readers.

Educational Significance and Reception

"Walk Two Moons" has been widely adopted in educational settings due to its rich content and ability

to engage students in discussions about difficult topics.

Curricular Applications

Teachers use the novel to address themes such as grief, family relationships, and cultural

understanding. It supports literacy development through its narrative complexity and emotional depth.

Critical Acclaim

The book’s receipt of the Newbery Medal and other awards underscores its literary merit. Critics praise

Sharon Creech for her skillful blending of humor, poignancy, and storytelling craft.

Impact on Readers

Readers often connect deeply with Salamanca’s journey, finding comfort and insight in the novel’s

exploration of universal experiences.

Promotes empathy and emotional intelligence1.

Encourages reflection on personal and family histories2.



Supports discussions on coping with change and loss3.

Enhances appreciation for narrative structure and voice4.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the author of 'Walk Two Moons' and what is the significance of

the title?

The author of 'Walk Two Moons' is Sharon Creech. The title signifies the theme of empathy and

understanding others by figuratively walking in their shoes, which is a central idea explored throughout

the novel.

What is the main plot of 'Walk Two Moons' by Sharon Creech?

'Walk Two Moons' follows the story of a young girl named Salamanca Tree Hiddle as she embarks on

a road trip with her grandparents. Through her journey, she recounts her experiences and the story of

her friend Phoebe Winterbottom, while coping with her mother's disappearance.

How does Sharon Creech use narrative style in 'Walk Two Moons'?

Sharon Creech employs a first-person narrative through Salamanca's perspective, interweaving

present-day events with flashbacks and stories within stories. This style helps reveal character

development and themes gradually.

What are some major themes explored in 'Walk Two Moons' by Sharon

Creech?

Major themes include grief and loss, family and friendship, identity and self-discovery, and the



importance of empathy and understanding others.

How does the character Salamanca Tree Hiddle evolve throughout

'Walk Two Moons'?

Salamanca grows emotionally as she processes her mother's disappearance, learns to understand

others' feelings, and comes to terms with her own identity and past, ultimately finding peace and

acceptance.

What role does the road trip play in the story of 'Walk Two Moons'?

The road trip serves as a physical and metaphorical journey for Salamanca. It provides a backdrop for

storytelling, self-discovery, and healing as she travels to fulfill her mother's promise and uncovers

truths about her family and herself.

Additional Resources

1. Love That Dog by Sharon Creech

This novel follows a young boy named Jack who begins writing poetry as part of his school

assignments. Through his poems, Jack expresses his emotions and gradually opens up about his

feelings and experiences. Like *Walk Two Moons*, it explores themes of self-discovery, grief, and the

power of storytelling.

2. Chasing Redbird by Sharon Creech

After the loss of her mother, Zinnia Taylor embarks on a journey of healing and self-discovery by

hiking a trail called Redbird. The story delves into themes of family, loss, and finding strength in

nature. Readers who enjoyed the emotional depth of *Walk Two Moons* will appreciate this heartfelt

novel.

3. The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo

This is a charming story about a brave little mouse named Despereaux who loves music and reading.



The book explores themes of courage, forgiveness, and the power of storytelling, making it a

wonderful companion read for fans of *Walk Two Moons* who enjoy tales with rich emotional layers.

4. Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls

A classic coming-of-age story about a young boy and his two hunting dogs in the Ozarks. The novel

touches on themes of friendship, perseverance, and loss, resonating with readers who appreciate the

heartfelt and poignant moments found in *Walk Two Moons*.

5. Rules of the Road by Joan Bauer

This novel follows a young girl named Kit who travels cross-country with her grandmother after her

father leaves. The story explores themes of family, resilience, and self-discovery, similar to the journey

and emotional exploration in *Walk Two Moons*.

6. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson

A moving story about friendship, imagination, and coping with loss, this novel centers on two children

who create a magical kingdom in the woods. The emotional depth and themes of grief and healing

parallel those in *Walk Two Moons*.

7. Flora & Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo

This humorous and heartwarming story features a girl and a superhero squirrel with extraordinary

powers. It explores themes of family, hope, and the unexpected ways people can connect, offering a

lighter yet meaningful read for those who enjoyed *Walk Two Moons*.

8. Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo

A story about a girl named Opal who adopts a stray dog, leading to new friendships and healing in her

community. Like *Walk Two Moons*, it highlights themes of family, acceptance, and the transformative

power of companionship.

9. Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai

Told in free verse, this novel follows a young girl’s experience fleeing Vietnam and starting a new life

in America. The themes of family, identity, and resilience make it a compelling read for fans of *Walk



Two Moons* who appreciate stories of personal growth and cultural transition.
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