
shortest homerun in mlb history

shortest homerun in mlb history is a fascinating topic that captures the
attention of baseball enthusiasts and statisticians alike. While home runs
are typically celebrated for their power and distance, some of the most
intriguing records in Major League Baseball revolve around the shortest
distances a ball has traveled while still qualifying as a home run. These
unique moments showcase not only the quirks of ballpark dimensions but also
the unpredictability of the game. This article delves into the history and
details of the shortest homerun in MLB history, exploring famous examples,
the specific ballparks involved, and the circumstances that led to these rare
feats. Additionally, the article will cover the rules that define and confirm
a home run, even when the ball travels minimal distance. For those interested
in baseball trivia and the nuances of the sport, understanding these brief
but memorable home runs provides valuable insight. Below is a breakdown of
the main topics covered in this article.

Defining the Shortest Homerun in MLB History

Notable Examples of Shortest Home Runs

Ballpark Factors Influencing Short Home Runs

Rules and Regulations on Home Run Determination

Impact and Legacy of Short Home Runs in MLB

Defining the Shortest Homerun in MLB History

The shortest homerun in MLB history refers to the home run that traveled the
least distance from home plate to where the ball cleared the outfield fence
or was ruled a home run. Unlike typical home runs that often soar hundreds of
feet, these shortest home runs are defined by park dimensions, bounces, and
unique game situations. The definition includes balls that are hit and clear
the fence in fair territory or balls that bounce over or through fences, as
long as the official scorer rules them as home runs. Understanding the
parameters for this record requires examining the official MLB rules and
historical context.

Measurement Criteria for Home Runs

To identify the shortest home run, precise measurement is essential. The
distance is typically measured from the point where the ball was hit at home
plate to the point where the ball cleared the fence. Factors such as the
ball’s trajectory, bounces, and fence height are considered. Some of the
shortest home runs occurred because the ball barely cleared a very close
fence, sometimes within 250 feet or less.



Historical Challenges in Measurement

Before modern technology, measurements of home run distances were often
estimates or based on anecdotal evidence. Today, tools like Statcast provide
accurate data. However, some of the shortest home runs were recorded decades
ago, making it difficult to verify exact distances. Despite these challenges,
documented accounts and ballpark dimensions help establish credible claims.

Notable Examples of Shortest Home Runs

Several home runs in MLB history are famous for their remarkably short
distances. These examples highlight unique moments when players achieved home
runs that barely cleared the fence but still counted in the official records.

Bill Jenkinson’s 1958 Home Run

One of the most cited examples is Bill Jenkinson’s home run in 1958 at the
Baker Bowl in Philadelphia. The ball reportedly traveled only about 250 feet,
a distance considered extremely short for a home run. The Baker Bowl had
notoriously short right field dimensions, which contributed to this historic
shortest homerun in MLB history.

Other Short-Distance Home Runs

Wes Ferrell (1935): Hit a home run estimated at 260 feet at Fenway
Park's right field.

Garrett Anderson (2000): Recorded a 250-foot homer at Angel Stadium due
to a wind gust.

Adam Rosales (2014): Known for a home run that barely cleared the fence
at Petco Park.

These examples show how environmental factors and ballpark quirks contribute
to the shortest homerun in MLB history.

Ballpark Factors Influencing Short Home Runs

Ballparks with unique or non-standard dimensions significantly influence the
occurrence of short home runs. Unlike standardized fields, many MLB stadiums
have asymmetrical outfield fences, varying fence heights, and differing
distances down the lines.

Short Fences and Unique Dimensions

Some ballparks feature extremely short fences down the foul lines, sometimes
under 300 feet. For instance, Fenway Park’s famous "Pesky’s Pole" in right
field is only about 302 feet from home plate, making it one of the shortest
distances for a home run in the major leagues. Similarly, historic ballparks



like the Baker Bowl had fences as short as 280 feet, which allowed for very
short home runs.

Environmental and Weather Conditions

Wind, altitude, and humidity can also affect how far a baseball travels.
Ballparks at higher altitudes, such as Coors Field in Denver, allow the ball
to travel farther, but on the flip side, wind blowing in can shorten home
runs. These conditions sometimes result in balls barely clearing fences,
contributing to the shortest homerun in MLB history.

Rules and Regulations on Home Run Determination

The official MLB rules dictate what constitutes a home run, which is
essential in confirming the validity of extremely short home runs.
Understanding these rules clarifies why some short hits still count as home
runs while others do not.

Official MLB Home Run Definition

According to MLB rules, a home run is scored when the ball is hit in fair
territory and either clears the outfield fence without touching the ground or
bounces over or through the fence in fair territory. The batter is entitled
to round all bases and score without risk of being put out or being forced to
advance due to a defensive error or misplay.

Ground-Rule Doubles vs. Home Runs

Sometimes balls that bounce out of the park are ruled ground-rule doubles
rather than home runs. The distinction depends on the ballpark’s ground rules
and how the ball leaves the field of play. In cases where the ball bounces
over a fence in fair territory, it is usually ruled a home run, which can
contribute to record short distances.

Impact and Legacy of Short Home Runs in MLB

While long, towering home runs often capture headlines, the shortest homerun
in MLB history holds a special place in baseball lore. These brief shots
highlight unique aspects of ballparks and the unpredictable nature of the
game.

Baseball Trivia and Fan Interest

Short home runs generate significant interest among fans and trivia
enthusiasts because they defy typical expectations of power hitting. They
serve as reminders that baseball is as much about strategy, ballpark quirks,
and luck as it is about raw athleticism.



Influence on Ballpark Design and Rules

The occurrence of extremely short home runs has influenced ballpark designs
over the years, with some stadiums adjusting fence distances and heights to
balance offense and defense. Additionally, MLB has standardized rules to
ensure fair play and consistency in home run rulings across different venues.

Memorable Moments in MLB History

These shortest home runs often become memorable moments for players and fans
alike, celebrated for their rarity and the unique stories behind them. They
remain part of the rich tapestry of baseball history, illustrating the game's
diverse and fascinating character.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the shortest home run in MLB
history?

The shortest home run in MLB history is often credited to a 140-foot shot by
Walt Dropo in 1950 at Fenway Park, although exact measurements vary due to
different ballpark configurations.

Who holds the record for the shortest home run in
Major League Baseball?

Walt Dropo is frequently mentioned as having hit one of the shortest home
runs in MLB history, at approximately 140 feet, but because of varying
definitions, there is no official record holder.

Why are some home runs considered 'short' in MLB
history?

Some home runs are considered 'short' due to unique ballpark dimensions,
unusual bounces, or instances where the ball barely cleared the fence,
resulting in very short distances traveled compared to typical home runs.

Has a home run ever been hit inside a stadium with
very short fences in MLB?

Yes, some ballparks like the old Fenway Park have had notably short fences,
such as the Green Monster left field wall at 310 feet, which has led to
relatively short home runs compared to other parks.

Are shortest home runs in MLB history always
intentional hits?

Not always; some shortest home runs occur because of unusual circumstances
like wind, ballpark quirks, or lucky bounces rather than purely intentional
power hitting.



How do MLB statisticians measure the distance of home
runs?

MLB statisticians use advanced tracking technologies, such as Statcast, which
calculates the distance a ball travels in the air before landing or clearing
the fence, providing precise measurements of home run distances.

Additional Resources
1. The Tale of the Shortest Homerun: MLB's Miniature Marvels
This book explores the fascinating instances of the shortest home runs in
Major League Baseball history. Through detailed accounts and player
interviews, it reveals how even the briefest of blasts can have memorable
impacts on games. Readers gain insight into the physics, circumstances, and
legends behind these tiny yet powerful moments on the diamond.

2. Micro Homers: When Distance Didn’t Matter in Baseball
Micro Homers delves into the phenomenon of home runs that traveled
astonishingly short distances yet still cleared the fence. The book offers an
analysis of ballpark quirks, wind conditions, and player techniques that
contributed to these unique hits. It also discusses the records and anecdotes
surrounding these surprising plays.

3. Shortest Swings, Longest Memories: A History of MLB’s Tiniest Home Runs
This historical perspective covers some of the shortest recorded home runs in
MLB, highlighting key players and moments that made these brief hits
unforgettable. The narrative illustrates how these homers, despite their
size, could change the momentum of games and seasons. Photographs and
eyewitness accounts enrich the storytelling.

4. The Physics Behind the Shortest Home Runs in Baseball
Focusing on the science of baseball, this book explains how the shortest home
runs occur from a physics standpoint. It breaks down factors like bat speed,
ball trajectory, and environmental conditions that can result in surprisingly
short distances. The text is accessible to both baseball fans and those
curious about sports mechanics.

5. Tiny Dingers: The Stories of Baseball’s Shortest Home Runs
Tiny Dingers compiles a collection of stories about some of the shortest home
runs ever hit in MLB. Featuring player interviews and game recaps, the book
showcases how these brief hits still evoked big excitement among fans and
players alike. It highlights the unpredictability and charm of baseball’s
quirks.

6. Fence Line Flickers: Uncovering MLB’s Shortest Home Run Moments
This book uncovers the lesser-known moments when a home run barely crossed
the fence, yet made history. It examines ballpark dimensions, fence heights,
and unusual bounces that contributed to these short home runs. Readers get a
behind-the-scenes look at how these plays unfolded and their significance.

7. Baseball’s Briefest Blasts: The Shortest Home Runs in Major League History
Baseball’s Briefest Blasts chronicles the shortest home runs recorded in MLB,
providing context for each event. The author discusses how these short shots
impacted games and records, and how players and fans remember them. The book
also compares these moments across different eras and ballparks.

8. The Art of the Short Home Run: MLB’s Quickest Hits



This book highlights the skill and sometimes luck involved in hitting a home
run that travels an incredibly short distance but still counts. It profiles
players known for such hits and explains the strategic elements involved. The
narrative celebrates the artistry behind these quick, surprising home runs.

9. Short and Sweet: The Story of MLB’s Smallest Home Runs
Short and Sweet offers a fascinating look at some of the smallest home runs
in Major League Baseball history. Through engaging storytelling and
statistical analysis, it shows how these hits defied expectations and
sometimes altered the course of games. The book is a tribute to baseball’s
unexpected moments and enduring charm.
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