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should the electoral college be abolished dbq answer key is a critical question that has generated extensive
debate in the context of American democracy. This article explores the historical background, arguments
for and against the abolition of the Electoral College, and key considerations reflected in DBQ (Document-
Based Question) answer keys. The Electoral College is a unique institution in the United States presidential
election system, and understanding its implications requires a thorough examination of its origins, functions,
and contemporary criticisms. This discussion will also highlight how DBQ answer keys approach the topic,
providing a structured analysis of primary sources and historical arguments. By addressing these points, the
article aims to deliver a comprehensive resource for students, educators, and anyone interested in the
electoral process and its potential reforms.
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Historical Background of the Electoral College
The Electoral College was established by the United States Constitution as a compromise between election
of the president by Congress and election by popular vote. This system was designed to balance the
interests of smaller states against larger states, ensuring a federal structure in presidential elections. The
framers of the Constitution sought to create a mechanism that would prevent direct populism while
maintaining a democratic element through electors chosen by the states.

The Electoral College consists of electors allocated to each state based on their total number of congressional
representatives. Currently, there are 538 electors corresponding to 435 representatives, 100 senators, and 3
electors for the District of Columbia. Presidents are elected by securing a majority of these electoral votes,
currently at least 270. This system has shaped election strategies and outcomes since the nation's founding
in 1789.



Origins and Constitutional Basis
The Electoral College is rooted in Article II, Section 1 of the U.S. Constitution and further refined by the
12th Amendment. The framers intended it as a buffer against uninformed or impulsive popular decisions,
reflecting concerns about direct democracy. At the time, communication and information dissemination
were limited, and electors were expected to exercise judgment in selecting a qualified leader.

Evolution Over Time
Over centuries, the role and function of the Electoral College have evolved. Initially, some states allowed
their legislatures to appoint electors, but over time, popular vote became the standard method. The political
landscape and voter engagement have transformed, raising questions about whether the Electoral College
remains an effective or fair system in modern times.

Arguments for Abolishing the Electoral College
Critics argue that the Electoral College is an outdated institution that distorts the democratic process. Several
core arguments support the abolition movement, focusing on fairness, representation, and democratic
principles. These criticisms are often emphasized in DBQ answer keys to highlight the tension between
constitutional tradition and contemporary democratic values.

Disproportionate Representation
One of the primary arguments is that the Electoral College gives disproportionate influence to smaller
states, skewing the principle of one person, one vote. Because each state receives electors equal to their total
congressional delegation, less populous states have more electoral votes per capita than larger states. This
uneven weighting can lead to election outcomes that do not reflect the national popular vote.

Possibility of Unrepresentative Outcomes
The Electoral College has occasionally resulted in presidents winning the election without securing the
popular vote, which undermines the legitimacy of the electoral process. This phenomenon occurred in
several elections, including 2000 and 2016, generating public controversy and calls for reform. Critics argue
this discrepancy diminishes voter confidence and questions the democratic mandate of elected presidents.

Focus on Swing States
The system incentivizes candidates to concentrate their campaigns on a small number of battleground states,



neglecting the majority of the country. This focus can marginalize voters in states perceived as safe for one
party, reducing political engagement and responsiveness to national concerns.

Disproportionate voter influence by state size

Possibility of electing presidents without popular vote majority

Campaign focus limited to swing states

Potential suppression of voter turnout in non-competitive states

Arguments Against Abolishing the Electoral College
Supporters of the Electoral College emphasize its role in preserving the federal structure and protecting the
interests of smaller states. They argue that abolition could have unintended consequences, including
undermining political stability and marginalizing less populous regions. These perspectives are crucial in
DBQ answer keys to provide a balanced analysis of the debate.

Protection of Small States’ Interests
The Electoral College ensures that smaller states maintain a voice in presidential elections. Without this
system, candidates might focus exclusively on highly populated urban centers, leaving rural and less
populous areas politically irrelevant. The federalist design aims to balance power among diverse states with
varying interests.

Encouragement of a Two-Party System
Some defenders argue that the Electoral College contributes to political stability by reinforcing a two-party
system. This system simplifies electoral outcomes and governance by limiting fragmentation. Abolishing
the Electoral College could lead to increased political polarization and unstable coalition governments.

Historical Consistency and Constitutional Tradition
The Electoral College is a foundational aspect of the U.S. Constitution, reflecting the framers’ intent and the
nation’s historical development. Changing this system would require significant constitutional amendments,
a complex and politically challenging process. Supporters stress the importance of maintaining institutional



continuity and respecting constitutional design.

How DBQ Answer Keys Address the Electoral College Debate
DBQ (Document-Based Question) answer keys provide a structured approach to analyzing the question of
whether the Electoral College should be abolished. They emphasize critical thinking, evidence evaluation,
and balanced argumentation based on historical documents and perspectives. These keys guide students in
constructing well-supported essays that reflect multiple viewpoints.

Use of Primary and Secondary Sources
DBQ answer keys typically include excerpts from historical documents, political speeches, constitutional
texts, and scholarly analyses. These sources help students understand the origins, functions, and
controversies surrounding the Electoral College. By engaging with these materials, students can identify
key arguments and assess their validity in historical and modern contexts.

Structured Analytical Framework
Answer keys organize responses around thesis statements, supporting evidence, and counterarguments.
This framework encourages comprehensive exploration of the topic, ensuring that students address both
the advantages and disadvantages of the Electoral College. Such balanced analysis is essential for developing
nuanced perspectives on complex political issues.

Emphasis on Historical Context and Contemporary Relevance
DBQ answer keys highlight the importance of situating the Electoral College debate within broader
historical trends, such as federalism, democratic theory, and electoral reforms. They also connect these
historical insights to current political debates, illustrating the ongoing relevance of the question and its
implications for American democracy.

Potential Alternatives and Their Implications
If the Electoral College were abolished, several alternative systems could replace it, each with distinct
advantages and challenges. Understanding these options is essential for evaluating the feasibility and
consequences of reform efforts discussed in DBQ answer keys and wider scholarly debates.



Direct Popular Vote
A direct popular vote would allocate the presidency to the candidate receiving the most votes nationwide.
This system maximizes democratic participation and ensures that every vote carries equal weight.
However, it may require changes to campaign strategies and raise concerns about regional representation.

Proportional Electoral Vote Allocation
Instead of the current winner-take-all approach used by most states, a proportional system would distribute
electoral votes based on the percentage of votes each candidate receives. This method could increase fairness
and representation but might complicate the electoral process and increase the likelihood of contested
outcomes.

National Popular Vote Interstate Compact
This is an agreement among states to award their electoral votes to the winner of the national popular vote,
effectively bypassing the traditional Electoral College mechanism. While it preserves the Electoral College
structure, it aligns outcomes with the popular vote, offering a middle ground in reform debates.

Direct popular vote: equal vote weight, simplified democratic process1.

Proportional allocation: increased fairness, more representative outcomes2.

Interstate compact: maintains structure, aligns with popular vote3.

Each alternative presents trade-offs between democratic ideals, federalism, and political practicality. These
considerations are central to ongoing discussions and educational materials addressing the question of should
the electoral college be abolished dbq answer key.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument for abolishing the Electoral College in the
DBQ answer key?
The main argument for abolishing the Electoral College is that it undermines the principle of one person,
one vote by giving disproportionate influence to smaller states and potentially allowing a candidate to win



the presidency without the popular vote.

How does the DBQ answer key address the historical context of the
Electoral College?
The DBQ answer key explains that the Electoral College was originally created as a compromise between
electing the president by Congress and by popular vote, reflecting concerns about informed voting and
balancing power among states.

What are some criticisms of the Electoral College mentioned in the DBQ
answer key?
Criticisms include that the Electoral College can result in a president being elected without winning the
popular vote, it discourages voter turnout in non-swing states, and it gives disproportionate power to
smaller or swing states.

Does the DBQ answer key suggest any alternatives to the Electoral
College?
Yes, the DBQ answer key discusses alternatives such as direct popular vote, proportional electoral votes, or
a national popular vote interstate compact as ways to make presidential elections more democratic.

How does the DBQ answer key describe the impact of the Electoral
College on campaign strategies?
It describes that the Electoral College system causes candidates to focus heavily on swing states while
largely ignoring states where the outcome is seen as certain, leading to unequal attention to voters across
the country.

What constitutional challenges to abolishing the Electoral College are
highlighted in the DBQ answer key?
The DBQ answer key notes that abolishing the Electoral College would require a constitutional
amendment, which is a difficult and lengthy process needing approval from two-thirds of Congress and
three-fourths of the states.

How does the DBQ answer key address the argument that the Electoral
College protects minority interests?
It acknowledges that supporters claim the Electoral College protects the interests of smaller states and
minority groups, but counters that it can also dilute the political power of voters in more populous states.



What evidence does the DBQ answer key use to support the abolition of
the Electoral College?
The DBQ answer key uses historical election results where the popular vote winner lost the Electoral
College, expert opinions, and surveys indicating public support for direct popular elections as evidence for
abolition.

How does the DBQ answer key evaluate the fairness of the Electoral
College system?
The DBQ answer key evaluates the system as inherently unfair because it can contradict the national
popular vote and gives unequal weight to votes depending on the state, which challenges democratic
principles of equal representation.

Additional Resources
1. The Electoral College Debate: Should It Be Abolished?
This book presents a comprehensive overview of the arguments for and against the abolition of the
Electoral College. It includes primary source documents, historical background, and modern perspectives,
making it ideal for students preparing DBQ answers. Readers will gain insight into how the Electoral
College affects presidential elections and the ongoing debate about its relevance.

2. Understanding the Electoral College: History, Function, and Controversy
Focusing on the origins and evolution of the Electoral College, this book explores its intended purpose and
how it operates today. It highlights key moments in history when the Electoral College influenced election
outcomes and examines criticisms of the system. The book serves as a valuable resource for analyzing
whether the Electoral College should be reformed or abolished.

3. Abolishing the Electoral College: Pros, Cons, and Consequences
This title delves into the practical implications of eliminating the Electoral College and moving toward a
national popular vote. It weighs the benefits of increased democratic representation against potential
challenges like regional disparities. The book includes case studies and expert opinions to help readers form
well-rounded DBQ responses.

4. Electoral College Reform: Pathways to a More Democratic System
Offering various reform proposals, this book examines alternatives to the current Electoral College system,
such as proportional allocation of electors and the National Popular Vote Interstate Compact. It discusses the
political and constitutional hurdles involved in reform efforts. Students will find analysis and evidence
useful for constructing arguments in DBQ essays.

5. The Electoral College and American Democracy: A Critical Analysis



This scholarly work critiques the Electoral College’s impact on democratic principles in the United States. It
explores issues of representation, voter equality, and electoral fairness through a range of academic
perspectives. The book is a helpful tool for understanding the complex implications behind the call to
abolish the Electoral College.

6. DBQ Guide: The Case for and Against the Electoral College
Specifically designed for students tackling DBQ assignments, this guide breaks down key documents and
arguments related to the Electoral College debate. It provides strategies for analyzing sources and crafting
thesis statements. The book is a practical companion for those seeking to write effective answer keys on the
topic.

7. The Electoral College in Crisis: Examining Calls for Abolition
This title investigates recent election controversies that have intensified calls to abolish the Electoral
College. It evaluates public opinion, legal challenges, and political ramifications. The book offers a timely
perspective on why this debate remains relevant in contemporary American politics.

8. From Founding Fathers to Modern Politics: The Evolution of the Electoral College
Tracing the development of the Electoral College from its inception to present day, this book contextualizes
the debate within American political history. It highlights how changing demographics and political
dynamics affect the system’s legitimacy. Readers will better understand the historical arguments that
inform the abolition debate.

9. Should We Abolish the Electoral College? A Student’s Resource
This resource is tailored for high school and college students exploring the question of Electoral College
abolition. It compiles debates, factual data, and essay prompts to stimulate critical thinking. The book
encourages balanced analysis and supports the creation of well-informed DBQ answer keys.
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