
sinners in the hands of an angry god
jonathan edwards
sinners in the hands of an angry god jonathan edwards is a renowned sermon
delivered during the Great Awakening in the 18th century by the American preacher
Jonathan Edwards. This powerful sermon is a quintessential example of fire-and-brimstone
preaching, emphasizing human sinfulness and the wrath of God. It vividly portrays the
precarious position of sinners, subject to divine judgment and eternal damnation without
repentance. The sermon played a significant role in the revivalist movement and remains a
critical study subject in American religious history and literature. This article explores the
historical context, theological themes, rhetorical style, and enduring impact of sinners in
the hands of an angry god jonathan edwards.
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Historical Background of the Sermon
Sinners in the hands of an angry god jonathan edwards preached this sermon on July 8,
1741, during the height of the First Great Awakening, a religious revival that swept through
the American colonies. The sermon was delivered in Enfield, Connecticut, to a congregation
experiencing spiritual decline and moral laxity. Edwards' intent was to awaken listeners to
the reality of their sinful state and the imminent danger of eternal punishment. The sermon
reflects the Puritan context of the time, emphasizing strict Calvinist doctrines and the need
for personal conversion.

The First Great Awakening Context
The First Great Awakening marked a period of renewed religious enthusiasm and
evangelical fervor in the American colonies. Preachers like Jonathan Edwards sought to
counteract what they perceived as spiritual complacency by delivering emotionally charged
sermons. Sinners in the hands of an angry god jonathan edwards embodies this
movement's emphasis on individual repentance and divine judgment. The sermon
contributed to widespread revivals and a reshaping of American Protestantism.



Jonathan Edwards’ Role and Background
Jonathan Edwards was a prominent theologian and preacher known for his intellectual rigor
and passionate preaching style. A graduate of Yale College, Edwards was deeply influenced
by Calvinist theology and Puritan traditions. His role in the Great Awakening was pivotal, as
his sermons, including sinners in the hands of an angry god jonathan edwards, challenged
listeners to confront their sinfulness and seek salvation. Edwards later became president of
Princeton University, further cementing his legacy in American religious history.

Theological Themes in Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God
The sermon is rich with theological concepts central to Calvinist doctrine, highlighting the
depravity of humanity, the sovereignty of God, and the urgency of salvation. Edwards
presents sinners as utterly dependent on God’s mercy, with their fate hanging by a slender
thread. The sermon’s themes focus on divine wrath, human sinfulness, and the possibility
of redemption through grace.

Human Sinfulness and Divine Wrath
One of the most prominent themes in sinners in the hands of an angry god jonathan
edwards is the inherent sinfulness of humanity. Edwards argues that all humans are sinners
deserving of God's wrath and eternal damnation. He uses vivid imagery to depict God's
anger as a consuming fire and sinners as insects suspended over a pit of hell. This stark
portrayal intends to instill fear and motivate repentance.

The Sovereignty of God
Edwards emphasizes God’s absolute power and control over human destiny throughout the
sermon. According to his theology, God holds sinners "over the pit of hell" by His mere will,
illustrating the precariousness of human life and the need for divine mercy. The sermon
underscores that salvation is not earned by human effort but granted solely by God’s grace.

The Urgency of Repentance and Salvation
The sermon repeatedly stresses the immediacy of repentance, warning that sinners cannot
delay seeking salvation. Edwards insists that without turning to God, individuals remain
under the threat of eternal punishment. This urgency serves to awaken the congregation to
the necessity of a personal and transformative religious experience.

Rhetorical Techniques and Style
Jonathan Edwards’ sermon is notable for its compelling use of rhetorical devices designed



to evoke strong emotional responses. The sermon employs vivid imagery, repetition, and
direct address to engage listeners and reinforce its message. These techniques contribute
to the sermon’s enduring effectiveness as a piece of persuasive religious oratory.

Vivid Imagery and Metaphors
Sinners in the hands of an angry god jonathan edwards uses powerful metaphors to depict
the precarious state of sinners. Examples include portraying humans as spiders or serpents
held over a fiery pit, emphasizing vulnerability and impending doom. This imagery creates
a visceral sense of fear and urgency.

Repetition and Emphasis
Edwards utilizes repetition to reinforce key themes and heighten the emotional impact.
Phrases describing God's wrath, human sinfulness, and the danger of damnation recur
throughout the sermon, embedding these ideas deeply in the listener’s mind. The repeated
warnings serve to intensify the call to repentance.

Direct Address and Persuasion
The sermon frequently addresses the audience directly, making the message personal and
immediate. Edwards challenges listeners by stating that they themselves are sinners "in
the hands of an angry God," which fosters a sense of individual accountability. This
rhetorical strategy strengthens the persuasive force of the sermon.

Impact and Legacy of the Sermon
Sinners in the hands of an angry god jonathan edwards has left a lasting impact on
American religious thought and rhetorical tradition. The sermon is often studied for its
theological depth and rhetorical mastery. Its influence extends beyond its immediate
historical context, shaping evangelical preaching styles and American literature.

Role in the Great Awakening
The sermon was instrumental in the revivalist movement of the Great Awakening,
contributing to widespread religious enthusiasm and conversions. It exemplified the
revivalist approach to preaching and helped establish Edwards as a leading figure in
American religious history.

Influence on American Literature and Preaching
Beyond its religious significance, sinners in the hands of an angry god jonathan edwards is
regarded as a masterpiece of American oratory. Its vivid language and emotional intensity



influenced subsequent generations of preachers and writers. The sermon remains a key
text in the study of Puritan literature and rhetoric.

Enduring Relevance
The themes of divine judgment, human sinfulness, and the need for repentance continue to
resonate in contemporary religious discourse. Edwards’ sermon is frequently referenced in
discussions of evangelical theology and American religious history, maintaining its
relevance centuries after its delivery.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Jonathan Edwards' sermon
'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'?
The main theme of the sermon is the wrath of God toward sinners and the urgent need for
repentance to avoid eternal damnation.

How does Jonathan Edwards use imagery in 'Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry God' to convey his message?
Edwards uses vivid and terrifying imagery, such as sinners being held over the pit of hell by
a slender thread, to instill fear and emphasize the precariousness of their situation without
God's mercy.

What rhetorical strategies does Jonathan Edwards
employ in 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'?
Edwards uses pathos to evoke fear and urgency, vivid imagery to paint a clear picture of
hell, and direct appeals to the audience to repent, making his message emotionally
compelling and persuasive.



Why is 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'
considered a significant work in the Great Awakening?
The sermon is significant because it exemplifies the revivalist preaching style of the Great
Awakening, emphasizing personal sin, divine wrath, and the necessity of salvation through
an emotional and powerful delivery.

How does Jonathan Edwards' view of God's justice and
mercy appear in 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God'?
Edwards portrays God as just and wrathful, rightfully punishing sinners, but also merciful,
offering salvation to those who sincerely repent and turn to Him.

Additional Resources
1. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God by Jonathan Edwards
This is the original sermon delivered by Jonathan Edwards in 1741 during the Great
Awakening. It vividly portrays the precarious state of sinners and the wrath of God awaiting
them if they do not repent. The sermon is famous for its fire-and-brimstone imagery and its
call for immediate spiritual awakening.

2. The Great Awakening: The Roots of Evangelical Christianity by George M. Marsden
This book explores the religious revival known as the Great Awakening, providing context
for Jonathan Edwards' sermon. It examines the social and theological impacts of the revival
on American Christianity. Readers gain insight into the environment that shaped Edwards'
fiery preaching style.

3. Jonathan Edwards: A Life by George M. Marsden
A comprehensive biography of Jonathan Edwards, this book delves into his theological
development and his role in the Great Awakening. It provides background to his famous
sermon and explains his influence on American religious thought. The book also discusses
Edwards' legacy and enduring significance.

4. The Fire and the Staff: Jonathan Edwards on Preaching by Douglas A. Sweeney
This book analyzes Edwards' approach to preaching, focusing on his passionate and vivid
sermon style. It draws from "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" as a primary example
of Edwards’ rhetorical techniques. The author discusses how Edwards used emotional
appeal to convey theological truths.

5. American Sermons: The Pilgrims to Martin Luther King, Jr. edited by Richard L. Bushman
A collection of significant American sermons, this anthology includes excerpts from
Jonathan Edwards’ sermons. It showcases how Edwards' style influenced American religious
oratory. Readers can compare his work with other influential preachers across history.

6. Fire and Ice: The Science of Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God by Mark Stoll
This book offers an interdisciplinary look at Edwards' sermon, combining theological
analysis with historical context and even scientific perspectives. It explores the



metaphorical use of fire and divine wrath in the sermon. The work sheds light on why this
sermon remains compelling centuries later.

7. The Theology of Jonathan Edwards by Sang Hyun Lee
A detailed examination of Edwards’ theological ideas, this book provides insight into his
views on sin, grace, and judgment. It helps readers understand the doctrinal foundation
behind "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." The author explains how Edwards’ Calvinist
beliefs shape his apocalyptic warnings.

8. Preaching in the Great Awakening by Perry Miller
This historical analysis covers the preaching styles and messages during the Great
Awakening, with special attention to Edwards’ sermons. The book contextualizes "Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry God" within broader revivalist efforts. It discusses how such sermons
aimed to provoke spiritual transformation.

9. The Enduring Influence of Jonathan Edwards by Harry S. Stout and Nathan O. Hatch
This collection of essays examines how Edwards’ theology and preaching, including
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God," have influenced American religion and culture over
time. Contributors analyze Edwards’ impact on evangelicalism and American identity. The
book highlights the lasting relevance of Edwards' message.
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