
sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet
answers

sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet answers provide crucial insights and clarifications for
students and educators navigating Jonathan Edwards’ famous sermon. This sermon, a pivotal work in early
American literature and religious history, requires careful analysis to understand its themes, rhetorical
devices, and historical context. The worksheet answers help decode the complex language and vivid
imagery Edwards uses to convey his message about sin, divine wrath, and salvation. By exploring these
answers, learners gain a deeper appreciation of the sermon’s theological arguments and its impact during
the Great Awakening. This article offers a comprehensive guide to the sinners in the hands of an angry
god worksheet answers, including key themes, rhetorical strategies, and common questions addressed in
the worksheets. The following sections will cover an overview of the sermon, an explanation of textual
analysis, common worksheet questions and their answers, and tips for maximizing comprehension of this
classic text.
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Rhetorical Devices and Their Significance
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Effective Strategies for Using Worksheet Answers

Overview of "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God"

Jonathan Edwards’ sermon, "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God," delivered in 1741, is a seminal piece
in American religious history. It exemplifies the fire-and-brimstone preaching style characteristic of the
Great Awakening, emphasizing the precariousness of human life and the omnipotent wrath of God. The
sermon’s vivid imagery of sinners dangling over the pit of hell serves to awaken fear and repentance in
the congregation. Understanding this sermon is essential for grasping early American religious thought and
rhetoric, making related worksheet answers vital for students studying this text.



Purpose and Message of the Sermon

The primary aim of Edwards’ sermon is to warn listeners of their sinful state and the imminent danger of
eternal damnation. It stresses the necessity of repentance and the mercy of God as the only path to salvation.
The sermon portrays humans as utterly dependent on God's grace, with no inherent security against
divine judgment.

Key Themes

Several themes dominate the sermon, including:

The precariousness of human existence

The justice and wrath of God

The urgency of repentance

The possibility of salvation through grace

Understanding the Worksheet Structure

Worksheets related to "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" typically include a variety of question types
designed to test comprehension, literary analysis, and contextual understanding. The worksheet answers
provide clear guidance on how to approach these questions and offer model responses that clarify the
sermon’s complex language.

Types of Questions Included

Worksheets often feature:

Multiple-choice questions focusing on key details



Short answer questions exploring themes and imagery

Essay prompts analyzing rhetorical techniques

Vocabulary and comprehension checks

Role of Worksheet Answers

Providing accurate and detailed worksheet answers helps students validate their understanding and
teachers streamline grading. These answers also serve as study aids to reinforce critical concepts and
encourage deeper literary analysis.

Common Questions in the Worksheet and Their Answers

The most frequent questions in sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet answers focus on
identifying Edwards’ use of imagery, tone, and persuasive techniques, as well as the theological
implications of the sermon.

Example Question 1: What is the significance of the spider and the web
metaphor?

The metaphor of a spider held over the fire by a slender thread illustrates the fragile and precarious state of
sinners’ lives. It emphasizes human vulnerability and the tenuous nature of life, suggesting that God’s
wrath could be unleashed at any moment, resulting in eternal damnation.

Example Question 2: How does Edwards use emotional appeal in his
sermon?

Edwards employs fear and urgency to provoke repentance. His vivid descriptions of hellfire and divine
wrath are designed to instill terror and motivate listeners to seek salvation immediately. This emotional
appeal is a critical rhetorical strategy in the sermon.



Example Question 3: What is the tone of "Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God"?

The tone is stern, urgent, and ominous. Edwards adopts a condemning voice to stress the seriousness of sin
and the danger of eternal punishment, aiming to awaken the audience’s conscience and spur spiritual
transformation.

Rhetorical Devices and Their Significance

Understanding the rhetorical devices used by Edwards enhances comprehension of the sermon’s persuasive
power. Worksheet answers often highlight these techniques to illustrate how Edwards achieves his
emotional and theological impact.

Use of Imagery

Edwards frequently uses vivid imagery, such as the “bow of God’s wrath” and “the pit of hell,” to create
intense mental pictures of divine judgment. This imagery serves to make abstract theological concepts
tangible and urgent.

Appeal to Fear (Pathos)

Fear is the central emotional appeal, intended to motivate repentance by portraying the dire consequences
of sin. Edwards manipulates this emotion to compel his audience toward salvation.

Allusions and Biblical References

The sermon is rich with allusions to biblical scripture, which lend authority and familiarity to Edwards’
message. Recognizing these references is crucial for understanding his theological arguments.

Historical and Theological Context



The sermon was delivered during the Great Awakening, a period of religious revival that emphasized
personal piety and emotional connection to faith. Understanding this context is necessary for interpreting
worksheet answers effectively.

The Great Awakening

The Great Awakening brought about a shift in religious practice, moving away from formalism to
emotional revivalism. Edwards’ sermon is a prime example of this movement’s style and objectives.

Calvinist Theology

Edwards’ views are deeply rooted in Calvinist doctrines, particularly the concepts of predestination and
innate human depravity. These theological ideas inform the sermon’s depiction of humanity’s desperate
need for salvation.

Effective Strategies for Using Worksheet Answers

Maximizing the benefit of sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet answers involves critical
engagement and contextual understanding. Here are strategies to enhance learning:

Active Reading and Note-Taking

Carefully reading the sermon alongside worksheet questions encourages deeper analysis. Taking notes on
key themes and rhetorical devices aids retention and comprehension.

Cross-Referencing with Historical Information

Incorporating knowledge about the Great Awakening and Calvinism enriches understanding of the
sermon’s message and purpose.



Practice Writing Analytical Responses

Using worksheet answers as models, students can practice crafting their own responses, focusing on clarity,
textual evidence, and theological insight.

Discussion and Review

Engaging in group discussions or reviewing answers with peers or instructors helps clarify
misunderstandings and broaden perspectives on the text.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'
worksheet?
The main purpose of the worksheet is to help students understand Jonathan Edwards' sermon by analyzing
its themes, rhetorical devices, and the emotional appeals used to convey the message of God's wrath and the
need for repentance.

How does 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God' worksheet explain
Jonathan Edwards' use of imagery?
The worksheet highlights Edwards' use of vivid and intense imagery, such as the metaphor of a spider
dangling over a fire, to evoke fear and urgency about the precarious state of sinners and the imminent
danger of hell.

What are common answers to questions about the tone of 'Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God' in the worksheet?
Common answers describe the tone as urgent, fearful, and intense, aiming to instill a sense of dread and
motivate listeners to seek salvation through repentance.

How do worksheet answers address the concept of free will in 'Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry God'?
Answers typically explain that Edwards emphasizes God's sovereignty and human vulnerability,
suggesting that while individuals have free will, their fate depends on God's mercy, which is currently



withholding judgment but could be withdrawn at any moment.

What themes are commonly identified in 'Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God' worksheet answers?
Common themes include divine wrath, human sinfulness, the precariousness of life, the need for
immediate repentance, and the possibility of salvation through God's grace.

Additional Resources
1. "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" by Jonathan Edwards
This famous sermon delivered in 1741 is a classic example of fire-and-brimstone preaching during the Great
Awakening. Edwards vividly describes the precarious position of sinners, emphasizing God's wrath and the
need for repentance. The sermon is often studied to understand Puritan theology and early American
religious fervor.

2. "Jonathan Edwards: A Life" by George M. Marsden
This biography explores the life and influence of Jonathan Edwards, the preacher behind "Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God." Marsden provides historical context for Edwards' sermon and examines his role in
the Great Awakening. The book offers insight into Edwards’ theological beliefs and his legacy in American
religious history.

3. "The Great Awakening: The Roots of Evangelical Christianity in Colonial America" by Thomas S. Kidd
Kidd's work delves into the religious revival known as the Great Awakening, during which Edwards
preached his iconic sermon. The book explains the social and theological impact of the movement and how
it shaped American evangelicalism. It also discusses key figures and sermons, including "Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God."

4. "Puritanism: A Very Short Introduction" by Francis J. Bremer
This concise introduction outlines the beliefs and practices of Puritanism, the religious context for Edwards'
sermon. Bremer explains the Puritans' focus on sin, salvation, and God's sovereignty, themes central to
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." The book is useful for understanding the mindset of Edwards and
his audience.

5. "The American Puritans: Their Prose and Poetry" edited by Perry Miller
This anthology collects key writings from the Puritan era, including sermons, poems, and essays that
reflect their spiritual concerns. It provides a broader literary and theological context for Edwards' sermon.
Readers can explore the Puritan worldview and their intense focus on sin, judgment, and redemption.

6. "Fire and Sword: The Great Awakening and American Evangelicalism" by Mark A. Noll
Noll investigates the religious revival that gave rise to sermons like "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God." The book explores how the Great Awakening transformed American religion, emphasizing



emotional preaching and personal conversion. It highlights Edwards' role and the lasting impact of his
message on evangelical thought.

7. "Theology of Jonathan Edwards: A Reappraisal" by Sang Hyun Lee
This scholarly work reassesses Edwards' theology beyond his famous sermon. Lee discusses Edwards' views
on sin, divine wrath, and grace, providing a deeper understanding of the theological underpinnings of
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." The book is ideal for readers interested in Edwards'
comprehensive religious philosophy.

8. "Preaching in Colonial America: Sermons That Shaped a Nation" by Harry S. Stout
Stout's book collects and analyzes influential sermons from colonial America, including Edwards' famous
sermon. It examines the rhetorical strategies used to persuade listeners and the social impact of these
sermons. The work situates "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God" within the broader tradition of colonial
preaching.

9. "The Puritan Dilemma: The Story of John Winthrop" by Edmund S. Morgan
While focusing on John Winthrop, a key Puritan leader, this book provides context for the religious
environment that shaped Edwards' thinking. Morgan explores the challenges Puritans faced in establishing
their communities and maintaining religious discipline. Understanding this background helps readers grasp
the intensity and urgency of Edwards' sermon.
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