
sinners in the hands of an angry god
worksheet
sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet serves as a vital educational
tool designed to deepen students' understanding of Jonathan Edwards’ famous
sermon, "Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God." This worksheet is widely used
in classrooms to help analyze the sermon’s themes, rhetorical strategies, and
historical context. By engaging with this worksheet, learners can better
grasp the emotional intensity and theological arguments Edwards employed to
provoke repentance and spiritual reflection. The worksheet typically includes
comprehension questions, vocabulary exercises, and critical thinking prompts
that focus on Edwards’ vivid imagery and Puritan beliefs. This article
explores the essential components of a sinners in the hands of an angry god
worksheet, its benefits in academic settings, and tips for maximizing its
effectiveness. Additionally, educators and students will find guidance on how
to approach the sermon’s challenging content through structured activities
and discussion points.
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Understanding the Purpose of the Worksheet
The sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet is designed to facilitate
a comprehensive study of Jonathan Edwards’ sermon, which is a cornerstone of
American religious literature. The primary purpose is to guide students
through the complex language and intense imagery Edwards uses to communicate
his message. It helps break down the sermon's theological concepts, such as
divine wrath, human sinfulness, and the precariousness of salvation, into
manageable segments. Through targeted questions and activities, the worksheet
encourages critical engagement rather than passive reading. This approach not
only enhances comprehension but also promotes analytical skills crucial for
interpreting historical texts.



Contextualizing the Sermon
To fully benefit from the sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet,
students must understand the historical and religious context in which the
sermon was delivered. Jonathan Edwards preached during the Great Awakening, a
period of religious revival in colonial America. The worksheet often includes
background information on Puritan beliefs and the social climate of the 18th
century, helping learners appreciate the sermon's urgency and emotional
power.

Target Audience and Educational Levels
This worksheet is suitable for high school and college-level students
studying American literature, history, or religious studies. It can be
adapted to various skill levels by modifying the complexity of questions and
the depth of analysis required. For younger students, the worksheet might
focus more on vocabulary and basic comprehension, while advanced learners
might explore rhetorical strategies and theological implications.

Key Components of the Worksheet
A well-structured sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet typically
includes several core elements designed to foster a thorough understanding of
the sermon. These components work together to engage students on multiple
levels, from literal comprehension to interpretive analysis.

Comprehension Questions
These questions focus on the sermon's content, asking students to identify
key points and summarize Edwards’ arguments. They cover the text’s main
ideas, such as the precariousness of human life and the necessity of
repentance. Comprehension questions ensure that students grasp the basic
narrative before moving on to deeper analysis.

Vocabulary Exercises
The sermon contains archaic language and complex theological terms.
Vocabulary sections in the worksheet help students decode difficult words and
phrases, enhancing overall understanding. This component often includes
matching words with definitions, context usage, and synonym identification.

Analytical Prompts
These prompts encourage students to examine Edwards’ use of literary devices



such as metaphor, simile, and imagery. They might ask how Edwards’ depiction
of God's wrath influences the sermon's tone or how the sermon reflects
Puritan values. Analytical prompts help develop critical thinking and
interpretive skills.

Discussion and Reflection Questions
To deepen engagement, worksheets often include open-ended questions that
invite personal reflection on the sermon's themes. These questions may
challenge students to consider the sermon's relevance today or to compare its
message with other religious or philosophical perspectives.

Analyzing the Sermon’s Themes and Literary
Devices
Understanding the core themes and literary techniques in "Sinners in the
Hands of an Angry God" is crucial for any worksheet aiming to explore the
text thoroughly. This section of the worksheet guides students through
Edwards’ use of rhetorical strategies to evoke fear and motivate repentance.

Themes of Divine Wrath and Human Sinfulness
The sermon emphasizes the precarious position of sinners under God’s
judgment. The worksheet encourages students to identify passages that
illustrate the theme of divine wrath and explore how Edwards portrays humans
as inherently sinful and undeserving of mercy. This examination reveals the
sermon's underlying message about salvation and the need for spiritual
awakening.

Use of Imagery and Metaphor
Edwards employs vivid imagery to make abstract theological concepts tangible.
The worksheet often includes activities that ask students to analyze
metaphors such as the “bow of God’s wrath” or the “great waters that are
dammed for the present.” Understanding these images helps students appreciate
the sermon's emotional impact and persuasive power.

Rhetorical Strategies and Emotional Appeal
Edwards’ sermon is a masterclass in persuasive speech, using fear, urgency,
and vivid depiction of consequences to reach his audience. Worksheets
typically highlight these rhetorical strategies, prompting students to
evaluate their effectiveness and consider how emotion is used to influence
belief and behavior.



Educational Benefits and Learning Outcomes
Utilizing a sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet yields several
educational benefits, enhancing students’ literary, historical, and critical
analysis skills. The structured format promotes active reading and deep
comprehension, essential for engaging with complex historical texts.

Improved Comprehension of Historical Texts
The worksheet breaks down challenging language and dense theological content,
making Edwards’ sermon more accessible. This fosters students’ ability to
read and understand other historical and religious documents, broadening
their academic skills.

Enhanced Critical Thinking and Analysis
By analyzing themes, literary devices, and rhetorical strategies, students
develop higher-order thinking skills. The worksheet encourages them to
interpret meaning, evaluate persuasive techniques, and connect historical
ideas to broader contexts.

Vocabulary Development
The inclusion of vocabulary exercises expands students’ academic language,
particularly in the areas of theology and 18th-century English. This improved
vocabulary aids reading comprehension across disciplines.

Encouragement of Reflective and Ethical Thinking
The sermon's moral and spiritual themes invite students to reflect on ethical
questions and human nature. Worksheets often promote discussion on these
topics, fostering personal growth and critical self-examination.

Effective Strategies for Using the Worksheet
Maximizing the usefulness of a sinners in the hands of an angry god worksheet
requires deliberate instructional strategies. These approaches ensure that
students not only complete the worksheet but also internalize its lessons.

Pre-Reading Preparation
Providing historical background and introducing key vocabulary before reading
the sermon prepares students to engage more fully with the text. This



scaffolding reduces confusion and builds interest.

Guided Reading and Annotation
Encouraging students to annotate the sermon while reading helps them identify
important passages and literary devices. This active reading strategy
supports comprehension and analysis in conjunction with the worksheet
prompts.

Collaborative Discussion and Group Work
Using the worksheet as a basis for group discussions enables students to
share interpretations and explore differing viewpoints. Collaborative
learning enhances critical thinking and communication skills.

Integration of Writing Assignments
Assigning essays or short responses based on worksheet questions allows
students to articulate their understanding and analysis in writing. This
reinforces learning and develops academic writing skills.

Use of Multimedia Resources
Complementing the worksheet with audio recordings of the sermon or visual
presentations on the Great Awakening can enrich the learning experience and
provide diverse perspectives.

Pre-reading vocabulary lists

Guided annotation techniques

Group discussion prompts

Writing assignments linked to worksheet questions

Audio and visual supplementary materials

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the central theme of 'Sinners in the Hands
of an Angry God'?
The central theme is the idea of God's wrath and the precarious position of
sinners who are at risk of eternal damnation if they do not repent.

Who delivered the sermon 'Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God' and when?
Jonathan Edwards delivered the sermon in 1741 during the Great Awakening.

What literary devices are prominently used in
'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'?
Jonathan Edwards uses vivid imagery, metaphor, and repetition to evoke fear
and urgency in his audience.

Why is 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'
considered a key example of Puritan literature?
Because it reflects Puritan beliefs about sin, salvation, and the sovereignty
of God, emphasizing the need for personal repentance.

How does the sermon 'Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God' aim to affect its audience?
It aims to instill fear of God's judgment and motivate listeners to seek
salvation through repentance and faith.

What metaphor does Jonathan Edwards use to describe
the precarious state of sinners?
He uses the metaphor of a spider or loathsome insect held over the fire by
God’s hand, emphasizing their vulnerability and impending doom.

How can a worksheet on 'Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God' help students?
It helps students analyze the text's themes, literary devices, historical
context, and understand the sermon’s purpose and impact.

What is one major emotional appeal used in 'Sinners
in the Hands of an Angry God'?
The sermon heavily relies on the emotional appeal of fear to persuade
listeners to repent.



How does 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'
reflect the historical context of the Great
Awakening?
It reflects the revivalist spirit of the Great Awakening by emphasizing
personal religious experience, the need for salvation, and intense emotional
preaching.

Additional Resources
1. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God by Jonathan Edwards
This is the original sermon delivered by Jonathan Edwards during the Great
Awakening in 1741. It vividly portrays the precarious state of sinners and
the wrath of God awaiting them if they do not repent. The sermon is famous
for its fiery imagery and emotional appeal to awaken spiritual conviction.

2. The Great Awakening: Revivals, Spirituality, and the Rise of
Evangelicalism by Catherine A. Brekus
This book explores the religious revival known as the Great Awakening,
providing context for Edwards’ sermon. It examines the social and spiritual
impact of revivalist preachers and how their messages, including “Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry God,” influenced American religious life.

3. Fire and Ice: The Puritan Mind and the American Experience by Perry Miller
Perry Miller delves into Puritan theology and worldview, setting the stage
for understanding sermons like Edwards’. The book discusses the Puritans'
beliefs about sin, salvation, and divine judgment, shedding light on the
intense emotional and theological background of “Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God.”

4. Jonathan Edwards: A Life by George M. Marsden
This biography provides an in-depth look at Jonathan Edwards’ life, including
the circumstances leading up to his famous sermon. It covers his theological
development, pastoral work, and influence on American religious history,
helping readers grasp the man behind the fiery rhetoric.

5. Theology of Jonathan Edwards edited by Sang Hyun Lee
A comprehensive collection of essays on Edwards’ theological ideas, this book
explores his views on sin, grace, and divine wrath. It provides scholarly
insight into the doctrinal underpinnings of “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God,” making it a valuable resource for deeper study.

6. American Sermons: The Pilgrims to Martin Luther King, Jr. edited by
Richard L. Goodrich and David W. Stowe
This anthology includes a wide range of influential American sermons,
including Edwards’. It offers historical context and commentary, enabling
readers to compare Edwards’ style and message with other significant figures
in American preaching.



7. Puritan Spirituality: The Fear of God and the Pursuit of Holiness by Joel
R. Beeke
Focusing on Puritan religious practices and beliefs, this book explains the
role of fear and sin consciousness in Puritan spirituality. It helps readers
understand why sermons like “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” were both
feared and revered in their time.

8. The Rhetoric of Revival: Jonathan Edwards and the Great Awakening by
Douglas A. Sweeney
Sweeney analyzes the rhetorical techniques Edwards used to convey the urgency
of repentance and divine judgment. The book examines how Edwards’ sermon
functioned as a tool for revival and how its persuasive power contributed to
the Great Awakening.

9. Fear and Trembling in Colonial America: The Impact of Religious Sermons on
Society by Linda A. Toliver
This work investigates the social effects of sermons like Edwards’ on
colonial communities. It discusses how the fear of divine wrath shaped
behavior, community norms, and the broader cultural landscape in early
America, providing a societal perspective on the sermon’s significance.
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