
aleister crowley and the ouija board

aleister crowley and the ouija board have long intrigued scholars and
enthusiasts of the occult alike. Aleister Crowley, a prominent figure in
early 20th-century mysticism and ceremonial magic, is often associated with
various esoteric practices, including the use of the Ouija board. The Ouija
board, also known as a spirit board or talking board, is a tool used to
communicate with spirits or otherworldly entities. This article explores the
relationship between Aleister Crowley and the Ouija board, examining
Crowley’s views, experiences, and the role the Ouija board played within his
broader magical practices. Additionally, this article delves into the history
of the Ouija board, its significance in occult traditions, and how Crowley’s
legacy influenced its use in modern occultism. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how these two elements intersect within the
realm of spiritualism and magic. The following sections provide a detailed
exploration of these topics.

Historical Background of the Ouija Board

Aleister Crowley’s Involvement with the Ouija Board

The Role of the Ouija Board in Crowley’s Magical Practices

Crowley’s Written Works and References to the Ouija Board

Legacy and Influence on Contemporary Occultism

Historical Background of the Ouija Board

The Ouija board emerged in the late 19th century as a popular parlor game and
spiritualist tool designed to facilitate communication with spirits.
Originally patented by Elijah Bond in 1890, the board features letters,
numbers, and simple words such as “yes,” “no,” and “goodbye,” allowing
participants to spell out messages purportedly from the spirit world. Its
popularity grew rapidly during the Spiritualist movement, which emphasized
contacting the dead and exploring the supernatural.

Despite its playful origins, many occult practitioners adopted the Ouija
board for more serious esoteric purposes. It became a tool for divination,
channeling, and accessing hidden knowledge, fitting well within the framework
of Western occult traditions. The board’s ability to serve as an interface
between the physical and spiritual worlds made it a subject of interest among
magicians and mystics, including Aleister Crowley.

Aleister Crowley’s Involvement with the Ouija
Board

Aleister Crowley, known as “The Great Beast,” was a British occultist,
writer, and ceremonial magician who founded the religious philosophy of
Thelema. Crowley’s engagement with the Ouija board reflects his broader
interest in spirit communication and magical experimentation. While there is



limited direct documentation of Crowley using the Ouija board extensively,
historical records and writings indicate his awareness and occasional
employment of spirit boards within his magical workings.

Crowley’s approach to the Ouija board was not as a mere parlor game but as a
serious instrument for contacting entities beyond the physical realm. His
involvement aligned with his pursuit of knowledge through supernatural means
and his dedication to expanding human consciousness via ritual and
divination.

Contemporary Accounts and Anecdotes

Several contemporaries of Crowley and later occult writers have noted his
experiments with the Ouija board. These accounts often describe sessions
where Crowley sought guidance or knowledge from spirits, using the board as a
conduit. Such records contribute to the perception of Crowley not only as a
ritual magician but also as a pioneer in exploring new methods of spirit
communication.

The Role of the Ouija Board in Crowley’s
Magical Practices

Within Crowley’s extensive magical repertoire, the Ouija board served as one
of many tools for divination and communication with non-physical entities.
Crowley’s magical system incorporated a variety of methods, including tarot,
scrying, invocation, and automatic writing, with the Ouija board fitting
naturally into this eclectic practice.

Crowley’s interest in accessing spiritual insight through the Ouija board
aligned with his goal of attaining higher states of consciousness and
receiving divine wisdom. The board was used not only for contacting spirits
but also for augmenting ritualistic practices and enhancing the magical
atmosphere.

Integration with Thelemic Rituals

In the framework of Thelema, the religious philosophy developed by Crowley,
communication with spiritual entities was essential. The Ouija board could
facilitate these interactions, providing messages or guidance from
intelligences that practitioners believed to be connected with the divine or
supernatural realms. This integration exemplified Crowley’s innovative use of
traditional spiritualist tools within his own complex magical system.

Practical Considerations and Cautions

Crowley was also known for cautioning practitioners about the potential
dangers of spirit communication, including using the Ouija board. He
emphasized the importance of preparation, protection, and discernment when
engaging with unknown entities. This cautious approach underscored the
serious nature with which he treated the Ouija board as an occult instrument
rather than a simple game.



Crowley’s Written Works and References to the
Ouija Board

Aleister Crowley’s extensive writings include references that shed light on
his perspective regarding the Ouija board and spirit communication. Though
not always explicitly named, the concept of a spirit board or similar devices
appears throughout his published works and personal diaries.

In texts such as “The Book of the Law” and various diaries, Crowley discusses
the reception of messages from non-human intelligences, a process that the
Ouija board could facilitate. His writings often explore the nature of these
communications and their implications for magical practice and spiritual
evolution.

Examples of Relevant Passages

Descriptions of automatic writing and spirit dictation as methods of
receiving messages.

Instructions for ritual preparation involving invocation and evocation
to protect practitioners.

Philosophical reflections on the nature of spirits and their interaction
with the material world.

These references illustrate how the Ouija board and similar tools were
embedded within Crowley’s broader occult framework, emphasizing their
significance beyond mere novelty.

Legacy and Influence on Contemporary Occultism

The association of Aleister Crowley with the Ouija board has contributed to
the board’s enduring mystique and its position within modern occultism.
Crowley’s pioneering approach to magical practice inspired subsequent
generations of occultists to experiment with spirit communication tools,
including the Ouija board.

Today, the Ouija board remains a common instrument in various esoteric and
spiritualist circles, often viewed through the lens of Crowley’s influence.
His legacy helped to elevate the board from a parlor curiosity to a respected
device within ceremonial magic and psychic exploration.

Impact on Occult Practices and Popular Culture

Crowley’s integration of the Ouija board into serious magical work helped
legitimize its use among occult practitioners. Furthermore, his writings and
persona have influenced popular culture’s portrayal of the Ouija board as a
powerful and mysterious tool. This cultural impact extends to literature,
film, and contemporary spiritual movements.



Continued Relevance in Esoteric Communities

Many modern practitioners of Thelema and ceremonial magic continue to study
and use the Ouija board, often acknowledging Crowley’s contributions to its
occult significance. The board’s role in facilitating contact with spiritual
entities aligns with ongoing interests in channeling, divination, and
mystical experience.

Summary of Key Points

The Ouija board originated as a spiritualist tool and became integrated
into occult practices.

Aleister Crowley viewed the Ouija board as a serious instrument for
spirit communication.

Crowley incorporated the Ouija board into his magical rituals within the
Thelemic tradition.

His writings provide philosophical and practical insights into the use
of spirit boards.

Crowley’s influence helped shape the Ouija board’s legacy in modern
occultism and culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Aleister Crowley and what was his connection
to the Ouija board?

Aleister Crowley was an influential occultist and mystic known for his work
in ceremonial magic. While he did not invent the Ouija board, he used it as a
tool for spiritual communication and divination in some of his occult
practices.

Did Aleister Crowley invent or popularize the Ouija
board?

No, Aleister Crowley did not invent the Ouija board. The Ouija board was
commercially introduced in the late 19th century. Crowley used it within his
own magical practices but was not responsible for its invention or mainstream
popularization.

How did Aleister Crowley use the Ouija board in his
magical practices?

Crowley used the Ouija board as a means to communicate with spirits and
otherworldly entities. It was part of his broader approach to divination and
channeling messages from the spiritual realm during his occult rituals.



Is there any recorded evidence of Aleister Crowley’s
Ouija board sessions?

There are some accounts and writings indicating Crowley’s use of spirit
communication tools, including Ouija-like methods, but detailed transcripts
or recordings of specific Ouija sessions are scarce or not well-documented.

What role does the Ouija board play in Aleister
Crowley’s Thelema philosophy?

In Thelema, Crowley’s spiritual philosophy, tools like the Ouija board are
used to gain insights from beyond the physical world. It serves as a device
to help practitioners receive messages and guidance from spiritual entities
aligning with their True Will.

Did Aleister Crowley consider the Ouija board a
reliable tool for spiritual communication?

Crowley saw the Ouija board as one of many tools within ceremonial magic that
could be useful if used correctly. However, he emphasized the need for skill,
control, and understanding when working with such devices to avoid misleading
or harmful influences.

Are there any famous Ouija board messages attributed
to Aleister Crowley?

There are no widely recognized or famous Ouija board messages directly
attributed to Aleister Crowley. Most of his documented communications were
through other mediums such as automatic writing or trance states.

How has Aleister Crowley influenced modern
perceptions of the Ouija board?

Crowley’s reputation as a controversial occult figure has contributed to the
mystique and fear surrounding the Ouija board. His association with dark
magic and occultism has influenced popular culture’s view of the Ouija as a
powerful and potentially dangerous tool.

Did Aleister Crowley write about the Ouija board in
his published works?

While Crowley wrote extensively on magic and spiritual communication, direct
references to the Ouija board in his major works are limited. His writings
focus more broadly on divination, spirit communication, and magical rituals.

Can using the Ouija board be considered a form of
Crowleyan magic?

Using the Ouija board could be integrated into Crowleyan magic if employed
within the framework of ceremonial rituals and the pursuit of one’s True
Will, as outlined in Thelema. However, the board itself is a general tool and
not exclusive to Crowleyan practices.



Additional Resources
1. The Book of the Law and the Ouija Board Connection
This book explores the relationship between Aleister Crowley’s seminal work,
*The Book of the Law*, and the use of the Ouija board as a tool for spiritual
communication. It delves into how Crowley’s teachings can be interpreted
through messages received via the Ouija board. The author analyzes historical
accounts and provides practical guidance for those interested in Crowleyan
magick and Ouija sessions.

2. Aleister Crowley: Mystic and Medium
Focusing on Crowley’s role as both a mystic and a practitioner of mediumship,
this book examines his fascination with spirit communication devices,
including the Ouija board. It offers insight into Crowley’s experiments with
contacting otherworldly entities and how these experiences influenced his
occult philosophy. The text includes biographical details and excerpts from
Crowley’s personal journals.

3. Ouija and Occultism: Crowley’s Influence on Spirit Boards
This volume investigates the impact Aleister Crowley had on the
popularization and occult use of the Ouija board. It traces the evolution of
the Ouija from a parlor game to a serious magical instrument within Thelema
and other esoteric traditions inspired by Crowley. The author discusses key
rituals and symbolic meanings associated with the board.

4. Thelema and the Talking Board: Crowley’s Magical Dialogue
Highlighting the intersections between Thelemic philosophy and Ouija board
practice, this book provides an in-depth look at how Crowley’s teachings
encourage direct communication with spiritual entities. It includes case
studies of Ouija sessions conducted under Thelemic principles, illustrating
the board’s role in magical dialogues. Practical advice for safe and
effective use is also presented.

5. Summoning Spirits: Aleister Crowley and the Ouija Phenomenon
This book covers the broader context of spirit summoning in Crowley’s work,
with a special focus on the Ouija board as a channel for occult
communication. It discusses the historical and cultural significance of
spirit boards and how Crowley’s magickal system integrates such tools.
Readers gain understanding of both the dangers and benefits of engaging with
these mystical practices.

6. The Magician’s Guide to the Ouija Board: Insights from Aleister Crowley
A practical manual combining Crowley’s magickal theories with step-by-step
Ouija board instructions, this guide is tailored for occult practitioners. It
breaks down complex concepts into accessible techniques for contacting
spirits and interpreting messages. The book also covers ritual preparation,
protective measures, and ethical considerations inspired by Crowley’s
writings.

7. Behind the Veil: Aleister Crowley, Ouija Boards, and the Spirit World
Delving into the mysteries of the spirit world as revealed through Crowley’s
practices and Ouija board sessions, this book offers a philosophical and
experiential approach. It discusses how Crowley’s understanding of
consciousness and the unseen realms informs the use of spirit boards.
Personal anecdotes and historical cases enrich the narrative.

8. The Occult Synergy: Aleister Crowley and the Ouija Board Tradition
This text examines the synergy between Crowley’s occult system and the
longstanding tradition of Ouija board usage. It highlights how Crowley’s



innovations in ritual magic have transformed the way practitioners approach
spirit communication. The book also places Crowley’s work in the broader
context of Western esotericism.

9. Spirit Communication and Thelema: Aleister Crowley’s Legacy with the Ouija
Board
Focusing on Thelema’s emphasis on personal spiritual experience, this book
investigates how the Ouija board serves as a tool for achieving direct
communication with higher intelligences according to Crowley’s legacy. It
discusses practical methods, philosophical implications, and contemporary
applications of Ouija in Thelemic practice. The author reflects on the
continuing relevance of Crowley’s teachings in modern occultism.
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