alpha kappa alpha history

alpha kappa alpha history traces the rich origins and enduring legacy of the
first African American sorority founded at a historically Black college.
Established in 1908 at Howard University, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated has played a pivotal role in empowering Black women through
education, community service, and leadership development. This article
explores the sorority's founding, its guiding principles, significant
contributions to society, and evolution over more than a century.
Understanding the alpha kappa alpha history reveals how the organization has
become a cornerstone in the advancement of African American women and the
broader community. The following sections will delve into the origins,
foundational values, historical milestones, and notable members of Alpha
Kappa Alpha.
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Founding of Alpha Kappa Alpha

The inception of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated is a significant
chapter in the alpha kappa alpha history. It was founded on January 15, 1908,
by a group of nine visionary women at Howard University in Washington, D.C.
These founders sought to create a supportive sisterhood dedicated to
scholarship, service, and the upliftment of African American women during a
time of widespread racial and gender discrimination. The sorority was the
first of its kind established by African American women, setting a precedent
for future Black Greek-letter organizations.

The Founders

The original nine founders, known as the "Original Group," were instrumental
in shaping the sorority’s early identity. Their leadership and commitment
laid the groundwork for Alpha Kappa Alpha’s enduring mission. These
pioneering women were:

e Ethel Hedgeman Lyle



e Beulah Elizabeth Burke
e Lillie E. Burke

e Marguerite Young

Anna Easter Brown

Lavinia Norman

Lucy Diggs Slowe

Marie Woolfolk Taylor

Marie Davis Cramer

Together, they established the sorority’s original constitution and organized
its first programs, emphasizing academic excellence and community service.

Howard University Context

Howard University, a historically Black university founded in 1867, provided
a nurturing environment for the sorority’s birth. The university was home to
many ambitious African American students poised to challenge social barriers.
The founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha sought to create a space within this
institution where women could support each other academically and socially
while addressing issues facing their communities.

Core Values and Mission

The alpha kappa alpha history is deeply intertwined with its core values and
mission, which have remained constant since its founding. The sorority’s
primary aim is to cultivate and encourage high scholastic and ethical
standards, promote unity and friendship among college women, and serve all
mankind.

Founding Principles

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s founding principles emphasize:

e Scholarship: Commitment to academic excellence.
e Sisterhood: Fostering lifelong bonds and mutual support.

e Service: Dedication to community improvement and social justice.



These ideals continue to guide the sorority’s initiatives and programs
worldwide.

Mission Statement

The sorority’s mission focuses on providing opportunities and resources that
enhance the quality of life for individuals and communities. This includes
educational programs, health initiatives, economic empowerment, and advocacy
efforts. The mission reflects a commitment to social change and leadership
development among African American women.

Historical Milestones and Contributions

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s history is marked by numerous milestones that highlight
its role in social progress and community service. Over the decades, the
organization has expanded its reach and impact across the United States and
internationally.

Early 20th Century Achievements

In its early years, Alpha Kappa Alpha championed educational programs and
civic engagement. Members were active in voter registration drives, civil
rights advocacy, and public health campaigns. The sorority’s first
incorporation occurred in 1913, formalizing its structure and enabling
growth.

Programs and Initiatives

Alpha Kappa Alpha has launched a variety of impactful programs, such as:

e Educational scholarships and mentoring for youth.

e Health awareness campaigns addressing diseases disproportionately
affecting African Americans.

e Economic empowerment initiatives promoting financial literacy and
entrepreneurship.

e Global leadership summits and partnerships.

These programs illustrate the sorority’s commitment to service and
empowerment.



Prominent Members and Leadership

The alpha kappa alpha history is enriched by the accomplishments of its
distinguished members, many of whom have made significant contributions
across diverse fields.

Notable Members

Several Alpha Kappa Alpha members have achieved national and international
recognition, including:

e Dr. Mae Jemison — The first African American woman astronaut.

e Kamala Harris — The first female, first Black, and first South Asian
Vice President of the United States.

e Toni Morrison — Nobel Prize-winning author.
e Coretta Scott King — Civil rights leader and wife of Dr. Martin Luther

King Jr.

Their legacies underscore the sorority’s influence on leadership and social
justice.

Organizational Leadership

Alpha Kappa Alpha has been led by visionary women who have expanded its
mission and enhanced its visibility. The International President and elected
officers guide the sorority’s strategic direction, ensuring that its history
of service and scholarship continues to thrive.

Evolving Role and Contemporary Impact

Today, the alpha kappa alpha history continues to evolve as the sorority
adapts to contemporary challenges and opportunities. It remains a powerful
force for advocacy, education, and community development.

Modern-Day Initiatives

Current programs focus on:

1. STEM education and technology access for underserved youth.

2. Health equity and wellness initiatives.



3. Social justice and public policy advocacy.

4, Global humanitarian efforts.

These efforts reflect the sorority’s responsiveness to the needs of today’s
communities while honoring its historic commitment to service.

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s Legacy

With over 300,000 members worldwide, Alpha Kappa Alpha’s legacy is one of
resilience, empowerment, and leadership. Its sustained dedication to
improving lives and fostering sisterhood exemplifies the profound impact of
the organization's history on American society and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated
founded?

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated was founded on January 15, 1908.

Who were the founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha?

Alpha Kappa Alpha was founded by a group of sixteen college women led by
Ethel Hedgeman Lyle at Howard University.

What was the original purpose of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority?

The original purpose of Alpha Kappa Alpha was to provide support to women
attending college and to promote scholarship, leadership, and service.

Where was Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority established?

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority was established at Howard University in
Washington, D.C.

How has Alpha Kappa Alpha contributed to social
causes throughout its history?

Alpha Kappa Alpha has contributed to various social causes including civil
rights, education, health initiatives, and economic empowerment through
community service programs.



What is the significance of the colors salmon pink
and apple green in Alpha Kappa Alpha’s history?

The colors salmon pink and apple green were chosen by the founders to
symbolize femininity and growth, representing the sorority’s values and
identity.

When did Alpha Kappa Alpha become incorporated?

Alpha Kappa Alpha became officially incorporated on January 29, 1913.

How has Alpha Kappa Alpha evolved since its founding
in 19087

Since 1908, Alpha Kappa Alpha has grown into a global organization with
thousands of members committed to scholarship, leadership, and service,
expanding its programs and influence worldwide.

Additional Resources

1. Alpha Kappa Alpha: A Legacy of Leadership and Service

This comprehensive book traces the founding and growth of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc., highlighting its commitment to scholarship, leadership, and
community service. It details the sorority's pioneering efforts in education,
civil rights, and social advocacy throughout its history. Rich with
photographs and personal stories, the book offers an inspiring look at the
impact AKA has had over the decades.

2. The Founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha: Visionaries of Change

Focusing on the original nine founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha, this book
explores their lives, motivations, and the challenges they overcame to
establish the first African American sorority. It provides insight into their
vision of sisterhood, empowerment, and service, set against the backdrop of
the early 20th century. The narrative honors their enduring legacy and the
values they instilled.

3. Sisters in Service: The Evolution of Alpha Kappa Alpha

This volume chronicles the development of AKA from its inception at Howard
University to its status as a global organization. It examines key programs
and initiatives that have shaped the sorority's identity, including
educational scholarships, health advocacy, and political activism. The book
also highlights notable members who have contributed to its prestige and
influence.

4. Breaking Barriers: Alpha Kappa Alpha and the Civil Rights Movement
Highlighting AKA’s role in the struggle for civil rights, this book documents
the sorority’s involvement in pivotal moments and campaigns throughout the
20th century. It showcases stories of members who were activists, educators,



and leaders fighting for social justice and equality. The narrative connects
the sorority’s mission to the broader history of African American
empowerment.

5. African American Women and the Alpha Kappa Alpha Experience

This book explores how Alpha Kappa Alpha has shaped the experiences of
African American women in higher education and professional fields. It
discusses the sorority’s influence on leadership development, mentorship, and
community engagement. Through interviews and essays, the text illuminates the
personal and collective impact of AKA membership.

6. Alpha Kappa Alpha: A Centennial Celebration

Published to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the sorority, this book
presents a rich historical overview alongside celebrations and milestones
achieved over a century. It includes reflections from past and present
members, historical documents, and an exploration of the sorority’s future
directions. The centennial edition underscores AKA’'s enduring commitment to
its core principles.

7. Legacy of Excellence: The Women of Alpha Kappa Alpha

This collection of biographies and profiles celebrates the accomplishments of
prominent AKA members in various fields such as education, politics, arts,
and sciences. It emphasizes the sorority’s role in nurturing talent and
leadership among African American women. The book serves as both inspiration
and recognition of the sorority’s contributions to society.

8. Alpha Kappa Alpha and Education: Empowering Generations

Focusing on the sorority’s commitment to education, this book details
scholarship programs, educational initiatives, and partnerships that have
supported students over the years. It highlights the importance of academic
achievement and lifelong learning within AKA’s philosophy. The narrative also
explores the impact of these efforts on communities nationwide.

9. Sisterhood and Service: The Heart of Alpha Kappa Alpha

This book delves into the organizational culture of AKA, exploring how
sisterhood and service intertwine to drive the sorority’s mission. It
examines rituals, traditions, and community service projects that have
fostered a sense of unity and purpose among members. Through stories and
testimonials, readers gain an appreciation for the deep bonds formed within
AKA.
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