
alpha phi alpha history

alpha phi alpha history traces the origins and development of the first
intercollegiate historically African American fraternity. Founded in 1906 at
Cornell University, Alpha Phi Alpha has played a pivotal role in the
advancement of African American men in higher education and society. This
article explores the fraternity’s founding principles, key milestones,
influential members, and enduring legacy. As an organization focused on
leadership, scholarship, and service, Alpha Phi Alpha has left a profound
impact on social justice and civil rights movements. The detailed examination
of its history reveals how the fraternity continues to foster brotherhood and
academic excellence. Below is an overview of the main topics covered in this
comprehensive exploration of alpha phi alpha history.

Founding and Early Years

Principles and Mission

Expansion and Growth

Notable Members and Contributions

Civil Rights and Social Impact

Modern Era and Continuing Legacy

Founding and Early Years

The alpha phi alpha history begins in the early 20th century when seven
African American male students at Cornell University sought to create a
supportive and empowering brotherhood. These founders, later known as the
"Seven Jewels," established the fraternity on December 4, 1906. Their vision
was to address the challenges faced by African American students in
predominantly white institutions and to foster academic excellence and social
uplift.

The Seven Jewels

The founding members of Alpha Phi Alpha are recognized for their dedication
and foresight. The Seven Jewels include:

Henry Arthur Callis

Charles Henry Chapman

Eugene Kinckle Jones

George Biddle Kelley

Nathaniel Allison Murray

Robert Harold Ogle



Vertner Woodson Tandy

Each founder contributed uniquely to the fraternity's foundation, crafting a
mission that combined scholarship, leadership, and service.

Early Challenges and Achievements

Alpha Phi Alpha faced significant obstacles during its inception, including
racial discrimination and limited resources. Nevertheless, the fraternity
quickly established itself as a force for change and support among African
American college men. Early initiatives included academic mentoring,
community service projects, and advocacy for civil rights.

Principles and Mission

The alpha phi alpha history is deeply rooted in its guiding principles, which
continue to shape the organization’s activities and values. Central to its
mission are the tenets of scholarship, fellowship, good character, and the
uplifting of humanity. These ideals encourage members to pursue academic
excellence while contributing positively to their communities.

Core Values

Alpha Phi Alpha emphasizes four cardinal principles:

Scholarship: Promoting academic achievement and intellectual growth.1.

Leadership: Developing leaders who inspire social change.2.

Brotherhood: Fostering lifelong bonds among members.3.

Service: Engaging in community uplift and advocacy.4.

Philosophy and Vision

The fraternity’s philosophy is centered on building a legacy of empowerment
through education and social justice. Alpha Phi Alpha envisions a society
where African American men are recognized as leaders and contributors to the
broader social fabric.

Expansion and Growth

From its founding at Cornell, Alpha Phi Alpha rapidly expanded across the
United States, establishing chapters at numerous colleges and universities.
This growth was instrumental in extending the fraternity’s influence and
providing a network of support for African American students nationwide.



National and International Chapters

Alpha Phi Alpha established its first chapter outside Cornell within a few
years, reflecting its commitment to spreading its mission. Today, the
fraternity boasts hundreds of chapters across the U.S. and internationally,
including graduate and undergraduate chapters.

Significant Milestones in Expansion

1907: Formation of Beta Chapter at Howard University

1912: Establishment of Gamma Chapter at Virginia Union University

1920s: Expansion into northern and southern states

Mid-20th century: Growth into graduate chapters and alumni networks

Notable Members and Contributions

Alpha Phi Alpha’s history is marked by the achievements of its distinguished
members who have made significant contributions to various fields including
politics, arts, education, and civil rights. These members exemplify the
fraternity’s commitment to leadership and service.

Prominent Alpha Phi Alpha Brothers

Some of the fraternity’s most influential members include:

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. – Civil rights leader and Nobel Peace Prize
laureate.

Thurgood Marshall – First African American Supreme Court Justice.

W.E.B. Du Bois – Renowned sociologist, historian, and civil rights
activist.

Adam Clayton Powell Jr. – Influential politician and civil rights
advocate.

Impact on Education and Culture

Members of Alpha Phi Alpha have also contributed to the advancement of
education and cultural awareness. Their leadership in academia and the arts
has helped elevate African American heritage and promote equal opportunities.



Civil Rights and Social Impact

The fraternity has played a critical role in the civil rights movement and
ongoing social justice efforts. Alpha Phi Alpha’s history is intertwined with
the struggle for equality and the empowerment of African Americans throughout
the 20th century and beyond.

Advocacy and Activism

Alpha Phi Alpha members have been at the forefront of key initiatives
advocating for voting rights, desegregation, and equal access to education
and employment. The fraternity’s commitment to social justice is reflected in
its programs and public stances.

Community Service Programs

The fraternity has established numerous service initiatives aimed at
improving the quality of life in African American communities, including:

Mentoring and tutoring programs for youth

Voter registration drives

Scholarship funds for higher education

Health awareness campaigns

Modern Era and Continuing Legacy

Today, Alpha Phi Alpha continues to uphold its founding principles while
adapting to contemporary challenges. The fraternity remains dedicated to
leadership development, academic excellence, and community service, ensuring
its relevance for new generations.

Contemporary Initiatives

Modern programs focus on addressing issues such as economic empowerment, STEM
education, and social justice reform. Alpha Phi Alpha also fosters global
partnerships and encourages civic engagement among its members.

Preserving the Legacy

Efforts to document and celebrate alpha phi alpha history include archives,
museums, and educational resources. The fraternity actively promotes
awareness of its heritage to inspire current and future members to carry
forward its mission.



Frequently Asked Questions

When and where was Alpha Phi Alpha founded?

Alpha Phi Alpha was founded on December 4, 1906, at Cornell University in
Ithaca, New York.

Who were the founders of Alpha Phi Alpha?

The founders of Alpha Phi Alpha are known as the Seven Jewels: Henry Arthur
Callis, Charles Henry Chapman, Eugene Kinckle Jones, George Biddle Kelley,
Nathaniel Allison Murray, Robert Harold Ogle, and Vertner Woodson Tandy.

What was the original purpose of Alpha Phi Alpha?

Alpha Phi Alpha was originally founded to provide a support network for
African American students at Cornell University and to promote academic
excellence and leadership.

How did Alpha Phi Alpha contribute to the civil
rights movement?

Alpha Phi Alpha played a significant role in the civil rights movement by
supporting leaders like Martin Luther King Jr., promoting social justice
initiatives, and advocating for equality and civil rights.

What is the significance of Alpha Phi Alpha being the
first intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity
established for African American men?

As the first intercollegiate Greek-letter fraternity for African American
men, Alpha Phi Alpha broke racial barriers in higher education and
established a legacy of leadership, scholarship, and community service for
Black men.

How has Alpha Phi Alpha evolved since its founding?

Since its founding, Alpha Phi Alpha has grown into a national and
international organization with thousands of members, numerous chapters, and
programs focused on education, social justice, and community service.

What are some notable members of Alpha Phi Alpha?

Notable members include Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Thurgood Marshall, W.E.B.
Du Bois, and Jesse Owens, all of whom have made significant contributions to
civil rights, law, and athletics.

What are the core principles or values of Alpha Phi
Alpha?

The core principles of Alpha Phi Alpha are scholarship, fellowship, good
character, and the uplifting of humanity.



Additional Resources
1. Alpha Phi Alpha: A Legacy of Leadership
This book chronicles the founding and evolution of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc., highlighting its role as the first intercollegiate Greek-
letter fraternity established for African American men. It details the
fraternity’s commitment to academic excellence, social justice, and community
service. Through historical accounts and biographies, readers gain insight
into the leaders and milestones that have shaped the organization.

2. Brothers and the Struggle: The History of Alpha Phi Alpha
Focusing on the fraternity’s involvement in civil rights and social change,
this book explores how Alpha Phi Alpha members contributed to key movements
in American history. It highlights stories of activism, brotherhood, and
perseverance from the early 20th century to modern times. The narrative
emphasizes the fraternity’s dedication to empowerment and equality.

3. The Alpha Phi Alpha Centennial History
Published to commemorate the fraternity’s 100th anniversary, this
comprehensive volume covers a century of achievements, challenges, and
growth. It includes rare photographs, personal testimonies, and detailed
records of the fraternity’s programs and initiatives. The book serves as both
a historical document and an inspiration for future generations.

4. Forged in Brotherhood: The Founding of Alpha Phi Alpha
This work delves into the lives of the "Seven Jewels," the founders of Alpha
Phi Alpha, exploring their vision and determination in creating a fraternity
that would uplift African American men. It discusses the social and
educational environment of the early 1900s that necessitated the fraternity’s
formation. The book provides an intimate look at the fraternity’s origins and
foundational values.

5. Alpha Phi Alpha and the Civil Rights Movement
Highlighting the fraternity’s pivotal role during the civil rights era, this
book documents the involvement of Alpha Phi Alpha members in protests, legal
battles, and leadership positions. It profiles key figures who used their
fraternity platform to advocate for racial justice and equality. The
narrative connects the fraternity’s mission with the broader struggle for
civil rights in America.

6. Brothers in Service: Alpha Phi Alpha’s Community Impact
This book emphasizes the fraternity’s commitment to community service,
education, and mentorship programs. It showcases various initiatives
undertaken by Alpha Phi Alpha chapters across the country to improve social
conditions and promote leadership among youth. Readers learn about the
fraternity’s role in fostering positive change beyond the college campus.

7. Trailblazers of Alpha Phi Alpha: Stories of Distinguished Members
Focusing on notable brothers, this collection of biographies highlights those
who have made significant contributions in fields such as politics,
education, sports, and the arts. The book illustrates how the fraternity’s
principles have guided members to achieve excellence and impact society. It
serves as a motivational resource for aspiring leaders.

8. Alpha Phi Alpha: From Campus to Community
This book traces the fraternity’s journey from its establishment at Cornell
University to its widespread presence in communities nationwide. It discusses
how Alpha Phi Alpha has maintained its relevance and adapted to changing
social landscapes. The work underscores the fraternity’s dual focus on



academic achievement and civic responsibility.

9. The Brotherhood Legacy: Alpha Phi Alpha’s Influence on African American
Culture
Examining the cultural contributions of Alpha Phi Alpha, this book explores
how the fraternity has influenced music, literature, politics, and social
thought within the African American community. It provides an analysis of the
fraternity’s role in shaping identity and fostering solidarity among African
Americans. The book highlights the enduring cultural significance of the
brotherhood.
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