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american imperialism crash course us history 28 offers a comprehensive overview of the period
in United States history when the nation expanded its influence beyond continental borders. This
phase, spanning the late 19th and early 20th centuries, marked a significant shift in American
foreign policy and national identity. The article explores the causes, key events, and consequences of
American imperialism, highlighting pivotal moments such as the Spanish-American War, the
acquisition of overseas territories, and the ideological debates surrounding expansionism.
Understanding this era is crucial for grasping how the United States emerged as a global power.
This overview also examines the cultural, economic, and political factors that fueled imperial
ambitions. The following sections will delve into the motivations behind imperialism, the major
conflicts that defined it, and the lasting impact on both the United States and the world.

The Roots and Motivations of American Imperialism

The Spanish-American War and Its Aftermath

Territorial Expansion and Overseas Acquisitions

Debates and Opposition to Imperialism

The Legacy of American Imperialism

The Roots and Motivations of American Imperialism
The origins of American imperialism can be traced to a combination of economic, political, and
cultural factors that emerged in the late 19th century. Industrial growth created a demand for new
markets and raw materials, prompting expansion beyond the continental United States. Additionally,
the desire for military strength and strategic naval bases played a crucial role in driving imperialist
policies. The concept of Manifest Destiny evolved from continental expansion to overseas ambitions,
reflecting a belief in the nation's destiny to spread its values and influence.

Economic Interests and Expansion
American businesses sought new opportunities abroad as domestic markets became saturated.
Access to foreign markets was seen as essential for continued economic growth. Investments in Asia,
Latin America, and the Pacific grew, supported by government policies that encouraged trade and
territorial control.

Strategic Military Considerations
Naval strategist Alfred Thayer Mahan influenced U.S. policymakers by advocating for a powerful
navy and control of key maritime chokepoints. Establishing naval bases in the Caribbean and Pacific
was vital for protecting American interests and projecting power globally.



Cultural and Ideological Justifications
Ideas such as Social Darwinism and the "White Man’s Burden" were used to justify imperialism as a
moral obligation. Many Americans believed it was their duty to civilize and democratize "lesser"
nations, reflecting ethnocentric attitudes prevalent at the time.

The Spanish-American War and Its Aftermath
The Spanish-American War of 1898 marked a turning point in American imperialism, signaling the
United States’ emergence as a colonial power. Triggered by the Cuban struggle for independence
and sensationalist journalism, the conflict was brief but consequential. The war resulted in the
defeat of Spain and the acquisition of various overseas territories, fundamentally altering the
nation’s global role.

Causes of the War
Several factors led to the outbreak of the Spanish-American War, including American sympathy for
Cuban independence, economic interests, and the sinking of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor.
Yellow journalism played a significant role in swaying public opinion toward intervention.

Major Battles and Military Campaigns
The war featured key battles such as the naval Battle of Manila Bay and the land campaign in Cuba,
which demonstrated American military capabilities and strategic planning. These victories hastened
the end of Spanish colonial rule in the Americas and Asia.

Treaty of Paris and Territorial Gains
The 1898 Treaty of Paris formally ended the war, granting the United States control over Puerto
Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. Cuba was granted nominal independence but remained under
significant American influence, highlighting the shift toward imperial control.

Territorial Expansion and Overseas Acquisitions
Following the Spanish-American War, the United States expanded its territorial holdings
significantly. This phase of imperialism involved not only acquisition but also governance challenges
and debates about the status of new territories. The U.S. established itself as a dominant presence in
the Caribbean and Pacific regions.

Annexation of Hawaii
The strategic importance of Hawaii as a naval and commercial hub led to its annexation in 1898.
Initially an independent kingdom, Hawaii was transformed into a U.S. territory after American
settlers and business interests overthrew the monarchy.

The Philippines and the Philippine-American War
Acquiring the Philippines sparked a violent conflict as Filipino nationalists resisted American rule.



The Philippine-American War lasted from 1899 to 1902, reflecting the complexities and
contradictions of American imperialism, including debates over self-determination and colonialism.

Control over Puerto Rico and Guam
These territories became important strategic and economic assets. Puerto Rico’s status evolved over
time, with debates over citizenship and governance, while Guam served as a vital naval base in the
Pacific.

Debates and Opposition to Imperialism
American imperialism faced significant criticism and opposition from various quarters. The debate
centered on moral, political, and constitutional concerns about the expansion of American power and
the treatment of colonized peoples. These divisions revealed tensions within American society over
the nation’s identity and values.

The Anti-Imperialist League
Formed in 1898, the Anti-Imperialist League included prominent figures who opposed annexation
and imperialist policies. They argued that imperialism contradicted the fundamental principles of
democracy and self-government.

Constitutional and Ethical Concerns
Critics questioned the legality of governing foreign peoples without granting them full rights, raising
issues about citizenship and representation. Ethical arguments highlighted the injustices of
subjugating other nations and peoples.

Supporters’ Arguments for Expansion
Proponents emphasized economic growth, national security, and the spread of civilization. They
believed that American leadership abroad was both inevitable and beneficial for global stability.

The Legacy of American Imperialism
The era covered in american imperialism crash course us history 28 left a profound impact on the
United States and the international system. It marked the country’s transition into a global power
with far-reaching political, economic, and military influence. The consequences of this period
continue to shape American foreign policy and debates on interventionism.

Impact on U.S. Foreign Policy
Imperialism established precedents for American involvement overseas, including the use of military
force and the establishment of overseas bases. It laid the groundwork for future interventions and
the country’s role in global affairs.



Effects on Colonized Regions
The territories acquired experienced various outcomes, from economic development to cultural
disruption and resistance movements. The legacy of American rule is complex, characterized by both
modernization and struggles for independence.

Continuing Debates on Imperialism and Intervention
Discussions about the ethics and effectiveness of American imperialism persist in contemporary
policy debates. The historical experiences of this era inform modern perspectives on military
intervention, globalization, and international relations.

Economic expansion and strategic military interests drove American imperialism.1.

The Spanish-American War was a decisive event leading to overseas territorial acquisition.2.

New territories like the Philippines and Hawaii expanded U.S. global presence.3.

Significant opposition arose, challenging the moral and constitutional basis of imperialism.4.

The legacy of this period continues to influence U.S. foreign policy and global perceptions.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Crash Course US History #28 on
American Imperialism?
Crash Course US History #28 focuses on American Imperialism, exploring how the United States
expanded its influence overseas at the turn of the 20th century through military, economic, and
political means.

Which territories did the United States acquire as a result of
American imperialism covered in the video?
The United States acquired territories such as Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines following the
Spanish-American War, as well as exerted influence over Cuba and Hawaii.

How did the Spanish-American War contribute to American
imperialism?
The Spanish-American War marked a turning point in American imperialism by resulting in the
defeat of Spain and the U.S. gaining control over former Spanish colonies, thus expanding its
territorial reach and global power.



What role did the concept of the 'White Man's Burden' play in
American imperialism?
The concept of the 'White Man's Burden' was used to justify American imperialism by suggesting
that it was the U.S.'s moral duty to civilize and uplift non-Western peoples, often masking economic
and strategic motives.

How did American imperialism impact the Philippines
according to Crash Course US History #28?
American imperialism led to the Philippine-American War, where Filipinos resisted U.S. control,
resulting in a brutal conflict that highlighted the contradictions between American ideals of freedom
and the realities of imperial rule.

What were some domestic reactions in the U.S. to American
imperialism?
Domestic reactions were mixed; some Americans supported imperial expansion for economic and
strategic reasons, while others, including the Anti-Imperialist League, opposed it on moral and
constitutional grounds.

Additional Resources
1. Empire's Workshop: Latin America, the United States, and the Rise of the New Imperialism by
Greg Grandin
This book explores the role of Latin America as a testing ground for U.S. imperial ambitions in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries. Grandin argues that American interventions in the region helped
shape the methods and ideologies of U.S. imperialism. The text provides insight into how these early
actions set precedents for later global American influence.

2. Overthrow: America's Century of Regime Change from Hawaii to Iraq by Stephen Kinzer
Kinzer offers a comprehensive examination of U.S. involvement in the overthrow of foreign
governments, beginning with the annexation of Hawaii and continuing through the Cold War and
into the 21st century. The book highlights the motives behind American imperialism and critiques
the consequences of such interventions. It is an essential read for understanding the broader impact
of U.S. foreign policy.

3. In the Name of Empire: The United States and the Philippines, 1898-1902 by Stanley Karnow
This detailed historical account focuses on the Philippine-American War and the U.S. acquisition of
the Philippines following the Spanish-American War. Karnow provides a balanced narrative of the
conflict and the challenges of imperial governance. The book sheds light on the complexities and
contradictions of American imperialism during this period.

4. The Imperial Cruise: A Secret History of Empire and War by James Bradley
Bradley reveals the story of a secret diplomatic mission in 1905, led by U.S. officials, that shaped
American policies in Asia and the Pacific. The book delves into racial attitudes and imperial
ambitions that influenced U.S. actions in the region. It offers a critical perspective on the cultural
and political roots of American expansionism.



5. Manifest Destiny and American Territorial Expansion: A Brief History with Documents by Amy S.
Greenberg
This collection of essays and primary documents traces the ideology of Manifest Destiny and its role
in American territorial growth. Greenberg connects this 19th-century belief to later imperialist
policies, including overseas expansion. The book is valuable for understanding the ideological
foundations of American imperialism.

6. American Imperialism: A Very Short Introduction by Andrew J. Bacevich
Bacevich provides a concise overview of the history and implications of American imperialism from
the late 19th century to modern times. The book covers military, political, and economic aspects of
U.S. expansionism. It serves as a useful primer for readers seeking a quick yet comprehensive
understanding of the topic.

7. The Spanish-American War and Philippine Insurrection: 1898-1902 by James C. Bradford
This work offers a detailed military history of the Spanish-American War and the subsequent
Philippine Insurrection, highlighting the strategic and political motivations behind U.S. imperial
actions. Bradford examines the complexities of these conflicts and their significance in American
history. The book is essential for understanding the military dimension of American imperialism.

8. Race to Empire: The United States and Cuba During the Spanish-American War by Louis A. Pérez
Jr.
Pérez analyzes the relationship between the United States and Cuba during the Spanish-American
War, focusing on the intersection of race, politics, and imperialism. The book explores how racial
attitudes influenced U.S. policies and the eventual occupation of Cuba. It provides important context
for the racial dynamics within American imperialism.

9. War for Empire: An Embattled Empire and the Spanish-American War by H.W. Brands
Brands offers an engaging narrative of the Spanish-American War, situating it within the broader
context of American imperialism and global power struggles. The book discusses the causes and
effects of the war and its role in establishing the U.S. as an imperial power. It is a compelling read
for those interested in the origins of American overseas expansion.
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