
society of the first families of new york
society of the first families of new york represents an exclusive and historically
significant organization that honors the earliest settlers and prominent genealogical
lineages of New York State. This society preserves the legacy of influential families who
contributed to the political, social, and economic foundations of New York from its colonial
beginnings to the present day. The society of the first families of New york is dedicated to
genealogical research, historical preservation, and fostering connections among
descendants of these original settlers. Membership in this society is often based on
documented lineage, reflecting a deep appreciation for heritage and ancestry. This article
explores the origins, membership criteria, historical significance, and activities of the
society, offering a comprehensive understanding of its role within New York’s cultural and
historical landscape.
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Origins and History of the Society of the First
Families of New York
The society of the first families of new york was established to recognize and honor the
descendants of the earliest European settlers in the state. These settlers arrived during
the 17th and 18th centuries, laying the groundwork for New York’s development as a
major cultural and economic center. The society was founded in the late 19th or early 20th
century, coinciding with a broader American movement to preserve colonial history and
genealogy. Its creation reflected a growing interest in ancestral heritage amid rapid
modernization and urban growth.

The historical roots of the society trace back to New Amsterdam, the Dutch colonial
settlement that preceded British control. Over time, the society expanded to include
families descended from English, Dutch, French Huguenot, and other European settlers
who played critical roles in shaping New York’s identity.



Founding Members and Early Years
The founding members of the society were typically prominent New Yorkers with well-
documented family histories. These individuals sought to protect the legacy of their
ancestors and promote historical scholarship. Early activities included compiling
genealogical records, publishing family histories, and organizing meetings to discuss the
preservation of colonial landmarks.

Evolution Over Time
Over the decades, the society adapted to changing historical perspectives and
genealogical methodologies. It incorporated new research technologies and expanded its
membership criteria to include a wider array of early settlers. Today, the society continues
to uphold its mission while engaging a broader audience interested in New York’s colonial
past.

Membership Eligibility and Application Process
Membership in the society of the first families of new york is primarily based on
documented descent from an ancestor who resided in New York during its early colonial
period. Prospective members must provide genealogical evidence tracing their lineage
back to one of these original families. This rigorous process ensures the integrity and
exclusivity of the society.

Genealogical Documentation Requirements
Applicants must submit birth, marriage, death records, wills, land grants, or other primary
sources that establish a direct line of descent. The society often requires notarized copies
and may assist in verifying documents through archival research. Genealogical proof is
critical to maintaining the society’s historical accuracy.

Application Steps

Obtain relevant genealogical records demonstrating descent from an early New York1.
settler.

Complete the official membership application form provided by the society.2.

Submit supporting documentation along with the application fee.3.

Undergo a review process conducted by the society’s genealogical committee.4.

Receive notification of acceptance or request for additional information.5.



Historical Significance and Contributions
The society of the first families of new york plays a vital role in preserving the stories and
contributions of New York’s pioneering families. These families were instrumental in
establishing governance structures, economic enterprises, and cultural institutions that
shaped the region’s development.

Influence on New York’s Development
Members’ ancestors were often involved in key historical events such as the founding of
New Amsterdam, the transition to British rule, participation in the American Revolution,
and the growth of commerce and infrastructure. Their legacy is reflected in place names,
historic estates, and archival documents preserved by the society.

Promotion of Historical Scholarship
The society supports research and publication on colonial and early American history. It
encourages scholarly work that enhances understanding of New York’s social fabric and
the complex interactions among indigenous peoples, European settlers, and later
immigrant groups.

Activities and Programs of the Society
The society of the first families of new york organizes a variety of programs aimed at
education, community engagement, and historical preservation. These activities foster a
sense of identity and pride among members while promoting public awareness of New
York’s rich heritage.

Annual Meetings and Lectures
Regular meetings provide opportunities for members to share research findings, attend
lectures by historians, and participate in discussions about genealogical methods and
historical topics. These gatherings strengthen the network of descendants and historians
alike.

Publication of Newsletters and Journals
The society publishes newsletters and scholarly journals featuring articles on family
histories, archival discoveries, and updates on preservation projects. These publications
serve as valuable resources for genealogists and historians interested in New York’s
colonial era.



Historic Site Preservation
Efforts to preserve historic homes, landmarks, and cemeteries associated with founding
families are a key component of the society’s mission. Members often collaborate with
preservation organizations and government agencies to safeguard these cultural assets.

Notable Families and Lineages
The society of the first families of new york includes descendants of many historically
significant families whose ancestors arrived during the 1600s and 1700s. These lineages
reflect the diverse origins and influential roles of early New York settlers.

Prominent Families

The Van Rensselaer Family: One of the most powerful Dutch patroons with
extensive landholdings in the Hudson Valley.

The Schuyler Family: Influential in politics and military affairs during the colonial
period and the Revolutionary War.

The Livingston Family: Noted for their role in law, politics, and commerce
throughout New York State.

The Delancey Family: Prominent Loyalists and landowners during the 18th century.

The Roosevelt Family: Ancestors of two U.S. Presidents, with deep roots in early
New York society.

Genealogical Importance
These families provide rich case studies for genealogists and historians. Their preserved
records, estates, and personal papers offer insights into colonial life, social hierarchies,
and the evolution of New York society.

Preservation Efforts and Genealogical Research
The society of the first families of new york is committed to the preservation of historical
documents, artifacts, and genealogical records. These efforts ensure that the legacy of
New York’s earliest families remains accessible for future generations.



Archival Collections
The society maintains archives containing family letters, diaries, land deeds, and other
primary sources. These collections support academic research and provide members with
resources for tracing their ancestry.

Collaborations with Historical Institutions
Partnerships with libraries, museums, and historical societies enhance preservation
initiatives. Joint projects often focus on digitizing records, restoring historic sites, and
organizing public history programs.

Genealogical Workshops and Resources
The society offers workshops and educational materials to assist members and the public
in genealogical research. Topics include interpreting historical documents, utilizing online
databases, and understanding colonial-era records.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Society of the First Families of New York?
The Society of the First Families of New York is a hereditary organization composed of
descendants of the earliest European settlers in New York, aimed at preserving the history
and heritage of these pioneering families.

When was the Society of the First Families of New York
founded?
The Society of the First Families of New York was founded in the early 20th century, with
the goal of recognizing and honoring the descendants of New York’s original settlers.

Who can become a member of the Society of the First
Families of New York?
Membership is typically open to individuals who can prove direct lineage from the original
European settlers of New York during the colonial period.

What are the main activities of the Society of the First
Families of New York?
The society engages in historical preservation, genealogical research, educational
programs, and hosting events that celebrate the legacy of New York’s earliest families.



How does the Society of the First Families of New York
contribute to historical preservation?
The society helps preserve historical documents, supports restoration of historic sites, and
promotes awareness of New York's colonial history through publications and events.

Are there any notable historical figures associated with
the Society of the First Families of New York?
Yes, many members trace their ancestry to prominent early settlers and influential
families who played key roles in New York’s colonial development.

Does the Society of the First Families of New York
publish any materials?
The society often publishes genealogical records, historical essays, and newsletters to
share research findings and updates with members and the public.

How does one verify ancestry to join the Society of the
First Families of New York?
Prospective members must provide documented genealogical evidence, such as birth,
marriage, and death records, tracing their lineage back to qualifying ancestors.

Is the Society of the First Families of New York involved
in community outreach?
Yes, the society participates in educational outreach, lectures, and collaboration with
museums and historical societies to promote understanding of New York’s early history.

Where can I find more information about the Society of
the First Families of New York?
More information can typically be found on the society’s official website, historical society
archives, or by contacting genealogical organizations focused on New York history.

Additional Resources
1. The Astors: The Rise and Fall of a Great American Family
This book explores the history of the Astor family, one of New York’s most prominent first
families. It details their rise to wealth through real estate and fur trading, and how they
shaped the social and economic landscape of the city. The narrative also delves into the
family’s social influence and their role in establishing New York’s elite society.

2. The Van Rensselaers of New York: A Social and Political Dynasty



Focusing on the Van Rensselaer family, this book offers insight into one of the oldest and
most influential families in New York. It covers their extensive landholdings and political
power in the colonial period and beyond. The book also highlights their contributions to
New York’s development and their enduring legacy.

3. Old Money: The Mythology and Reality of New York’s First Families
This book examines the concept of “old money” in New York, specifically the families who
have maintained wealth and status across generations. It discusses the social codes,
traditions, and expectations that governed these elite families. Readers gain an
understanding of how these families shaped cultural norms in New York society.

4. The Schermerhorns: Architects of New York’s Gilded Age
Detailing the Schermerhorn family’s influence during the Gilded Age, this book explores
their business ventures and social standing. It highlights their role in banking, real estate,
and philanthropy. The book also paints a vivid picture of New York’s high society in the
19th century.

5. The Livingstons: Power and Prestige in Early New York
This book chronicles the Livingston family, tracing their origins and their rise to
prominence in colonial New York. It covers their political roles, landownership, and
connections to other powerful families. The story provides context for the formation of
New York’s early elite class.

6. Elite Circles: The Social Networks of New York’s First Families
Exploring the interconnected relationships among New York’s first families, this book
reveals how marriages, business partnerships, and social clubs helped maintain their
influence. It examines the mechanisms of social exclusivity and the preservation of wealth.
The book offers a detailed look at the social fabric of elite New York.

7. The Roosevelt Legacy: New York’s First Family in Politics and Society
This biography-style book focuses on the Roosevelt family, highlighting their political
achievements and social contributions. It covers members ranging from early settlers to
presidents and social reformers. The book demonstrates how the Roosevelts embodied the
ideals of New York’s first families.

8. Gilded Mansions: The Homes and Lives of New York’s First Families
This book showcases the architectural grandeur and domestic lives of New York’s elite
families during the 18th and 19th centuries. Through detailed descriptions and historical
photographs, it illustrates how their homes reflected social status and cultural values. The
narrative also touches on the families’ roles in shaping the city’s urban landscape.

9. Society and Scandal: The Private Lives of New York’s First Families
Delving into the personal stories behind the public facades, this book uncovers scandals,
romances, and rivalries among New York’s first families. It provides a candid look at the
pressures and expectations placed on these social elites. The book offers a compelling mix
of history and human drama within New York’s high society.
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