
spanish physical therapy terms
spanish physical therapy terms are essential for healthcare professionals, patients, and
students working in bilingual environments or studying physical therapy in Spanish-
speaking countries. Understanding these terms enhances communication, treatment
accuracy, and patient education in rehabilitation settings. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of common and advanced Spanish physical therapy vocabulary,
including anatomical terms, treatment techniques, and patient instructions. Additionally, it
explores specialized terminology used in different therapy modalities and common phrases
encountered during physical therapy sessions. Whether for professional development or
academic purposes, mastering these terms contributes significantly to effective practice
and improved patient outcomes. The following sections outline key categories of spanish
physical therapy terms to facilitate learning and application.

Basic Anatomical Terms in Spanish Physical Therapy

Common Treatment Techniques and Procedures

Patient Instructions and Communication Phrases

Specialized Modalities and Equipment Vocabulary

Common Conditions and Diagnoses in Spanish

Basic Anatomical Terms in Spanish Physical
Therapy
In physical therapy, clear communication about the body’s structure is crucial. Spanish
physical therapy terms for anatomy help practitioners accurately describe areas of focus
and injury. These foundational terms cover bones, muscles, joints, and regions of the body
commonly referenced during assessments and treatments.

Bones and Skeletal Terms
Knowing the Spanish names for bones aids in discussing fractures, joint issues, and
skeletal alignments. Some fundamental bone terms include:

Hueso – Bone

Columna vertebral – Spine

Fémur – Femur (thigh bone)



Húmero – Humerus (upper arm bone)

Clavícula – Clavicle (collarbone)

Radio – Radius (forearm bone)

Carpianos – Carpals (wrist bones)

Muscles and Soft Tissue
Muscle groups and soft tissues often require specific terminology to guide therapy
interventions accurately. Common Spanish muscle terms include:

Músculo – Muscle

Trapecio – Trapezius

Bíceps – Biceps

Cuádriceps – Quadriceps

Isquiotibiales – Hamstrings

Tendón – Tendon

Ligamento – Ligament

Joints and Movement
Describing joint function and movement requires precise terms, especially when
evaluating range of motion or pain. Important joint-related Spanish physical therapy terms
include:

Articulación – Joint

Flexión – Flexion

Extensión – Extension

Rotación – Rotation

Abducción – Abduction

Aducción – Adduction



Movimiento – Movement

Common Treatment Techniques and Procedures
Physical therapy employs diverse treatment techniques, each with corresponding
terminology in Spanish. Understanding these terms facilitates clear documentation and
patient explanation of care plans and procedures.

Manual Therapy Terms
Manual therapy involves hands-on techniques to improve mobility and reduce pain. Key
Spanish terms include:

Terapia manual – Manual therapy

Masaje – Massage

Movilización articular – Joint mobilization

Manipulación – Manipulation

Therapeutic Exercises
Exercise is fundamental in rehabilitation. Common exercise-related terms in Spanish
include:

Ejercicio terapéutico – Therapeutic exercise

Fortalecimiento – Strengthening

Estiramiento – Stretching

Rehabilitación – Rehabilitation

Ejercicio de equilibrio – Balance exercise

Modalities and Adjunct Treatments
Many physical therapy treatments use modalities to facilitate recovery. Spanish terms
include:



Electroterapia – Electrotherapy

Ultrasonido terapéutico – Therapeutic ultrasound

Termoterapia – Heat therapy

Crioterapia – Cryotherapy (cold therapy)

Patient Instructions and Communication Phrases
Effective communication with patients is vital for compliance and understanding. Spanish
physical therapy terms extend to instructions and common phrases used during sessions.

Instructional Language
Clear commands and explanations improve patient participation. Examples of useful
phrases include:

Por favor, levante la pierna – Please lift your leg

Relaje los músculos – Relax your muscles

Respire profundamente – Breathe deeply

Repita este ejercicio diez veces – Repeat this exercise ten times

Avíseme si siente dolor – Let me know if you feel pain

Describing Sensations and Symptoms
Patients often describe symptoms that therapists must understand precisely. Common
terms include:

Dolor – Pain

Entumecimiento – Numbness

Hormigueo – Tingling

Inflamación – Swelling

Debilidad – Weakness



Specialized Modalities and Equipment Vocabulary
Physical therapy uses specialized equipment and techniques requiring specific
terminology. Familiarity with these Spanish terms is necessary for clinical settings and
patient education.

Equipment Names
Common physical therapy devices and their Spanish terms include:

Caminadora – Treadmill

Bicicleta estática – Stationary bike

Pesas – Weights

Banda elástica – Resistance band

Electroestimulador – Electrical stimulator

Modalities and Techniques
Additional therapy modalities and their Spanish terms include:

Hidroterapia – Hydrotherapy

Vendaje neuromuscular – Kinesiology taping

Tracción – Traction

Ejercicio acuático – Aquatic exercise

Common Conditions and Diagnoses in Spanish
Physical therapists must understand conditions frequently treated in practice, expressed
in Spanish. This knowledge aids in patient history taking, diagnosis, and treatment
planning.

Musculoskeletal Conditions
Common diagnoses include:



Fractura – Fracture

Esguince – Sprain

Distensión muscular – Muscle strain

Artritis – Arthritis

Hernia de disco – Herniated disc

Neurological Conditions
Neurological disorders treated with physical therapy often have specific Spanish terms,
such as:

Accidente cerebrovascular (ACV) – Stroke

Esclerosis múltiple – Multiple sclerosis

Parálisis cerebral – Cerebral palsy

Lesión medular – Spinal cord injury

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Spanish term for 'physical therapy'?
The Spanish term for 'physical therapy' is 'fisioterapia'.

How do you say 'physical therapist' in Spanish?
A 'physical therapist' in Spanish is called 'fisioterapeuta'.

What does 'rehabilitación' mean in the context of
physical therapy?
In physical therapy, 'rehabilitación' means 'rehabilitation,' the process of helping a patient
recover physical function after injury or illness.

How is 'range of motion' translated into Spanish in



physical therapy?
The term 'range of motion' is translated as 'rango de movimiento' in Spanish.

What is the meaning of 'terapia manual' in Spanish
physical therapy terms?
'Terapia manual' refers to 'manual therapy,' which involves hands-on techniques used by
therapists to mobilize joints and soft tissues.

How do you say 'exercise program' in Spanish related to
physical therapy?
An 'exercise program' in Spanish is 'programa de ejercicios'.

What does 'dolor muscular' mean in the context of
physical therapy?
'Dolor muscular' means 'muscle pain,' a common symptom addressed in physical therapy
treatments.

Additional Resources
1. Glosario Esencial de Términos en Fisioterapia
This book offers a comprehensive glossary of key Spanish terms used in physical therapy.
It is designed for students and professionals who want to enhance their understanding of
technical vocabulary. Each term is clearly defined with context and examples, making it a
valuable resource for effective communication in clinical settings.

2. Manual Práctico de Anatomía y Terminología Fisioterapéutica en Español
A detailed manual that combines anatomical illustrations with Spanish physical therapy
terminology. It helps readers connect anatomical structures with relevant treatment
terms, facilitating better learning and application. Ideal for both beginners and advanced
learners in the field of physiotherapy.

3. Diccionario Bilingüe de Términos en Fisioterapia: Español-Inglés
This bilingual dictionary bridges the language gap for Spanish-speaking physical
therapists working in international environments. It provides accurate translations and
descriptions of common physical therapy terms. The book also includes usage notes to
clarify differences between the two languages.

4. Fisioterapia Deportiva: Términos Clave en Español
Focused on sports physical therapy, this book covers essential Spanish terms related to
injury prevention, rehabilitation, and athletic performance. It is useful for practitioners
working with athletes and sports teams in Spanish-speaking regions. The text explains
terminology within the context of sports-specific therapy techniques.



5. Terminología en Rehabilitación Física: Guía para Estudiantes de Fisioterapia
A student-friendly guide that covers the fundamental Spanish terms used in physical
rehabilitation. It emphasizes practical usage and includes exercises to reinforce learning.
This book is beneficial for those preparing for exams or clinical practice in Spanish-
speaking healthcare environments.

6. Conceptos Avanzados en Fisioterapia: Vocabulario y Aplicaciones Clínicas
This advanced text delves into specialized terminology used in various branches of
physical therapy, including neurology, orthopedics, and pediatrics. Each chapter provides
clinical examples that demonstrate how terms are applied in practice. It serves as a
reference for experienced therapists seeking to deepen their professional vocabulary.

7. Fisioterapia Neurológica: Términos y Técnicas en Español
Targeting neurological physical therapy, this book explains specific Spanish terms related
to neurological assessments and interventions. It is designed for therapists working with
patients affected by stroke, spinal cord injuries, and neurodegenerative diseases. The
content supports clear communication and precise documentation.

8. Introducción a la Fisioterapia Respiratoria: Terminología y Procedimientos en Español
An introductory guide focusing on respiratory physical therapy terminology in Spanish.
The book outlines common procedures, equipment, and patient care terms relevant to
respiratory therapy. It is a helpful tool for practitioners and students aiming to specialize
in pulmonary rehabilitation.

9. Fisioterapia Pediátrica: Vocabulario Esencial en Español
This resource concentrates on pediatric physical therapy terms, addressing the unique
needs and treatments for children. It includes explanations of developmental milestones,
therapeutic exercises, and assessment techniques. The book is ideal for therapists working
in pediatric settings or studying child-focused physiotherapy.
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