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specials by scott westerfeld is the thrilling second installment in the Uglies series, a popular young adult
dystopian saga that explores themes of identity, societal control, and transformation. This novel deepens the
narrative established in the first book, "Uglies," by following the protagonist Tally Youngblood as she
navigates the challenges of becoming a Special, a highly trained and enhanced operative within a controlled
society. This article will provide an in-depth look at specials by Scott Westerfeld, including its plot,
characters, themes, and its place within the larger Uglies universe. Additionally, the article will examine the
critical reception and impact of the book on young adult dystopian literature. Readers interested in science
fiction, dystopian narratives, and ethical questions surrounding technology and conformity will find specials
by Scott Westerfeld a compelling subject. The following sections will guide you through the essential
aspects of this novel.
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Overview of Specials by Scott Westerfeld

Specials by Scott Westerfeld is the third book in the Uglies series, following "Uglies" and "Pretties." The
novel is set in a futuristic society where physical appearance and conformity are manipulated through surgical
and technological means. Specials focuses on Tally Youngblood’s transformation into a member of the
Specials, a group of elite enforcers who maintain order in this highly controlled world. The book explores how
these enhancements affect Tally’s identity and her perceptions of morality and freedom.

Scott Westerfeld’s writing style combines fast-paced action with thoughtful social commentary, making
specials a compelling read for audiences interested in speculative fiction. The novel delves into the
psychological and ethical consequences of altering human nature through technology.

Main Characters in Specials

The characters in specials by Scott Westerfeld are complex and central to the novel’s themes. The
protagonist, Tally Youngblood, undergoes significant development as she transitions from a rebellious
teenager to a powerful Special. Other characters play pivotal roles in shaping the narrative and highlighting
the conflicts within this dystopian society.

Tally Youngblood

Tally is the main character whose journey drives the plot of specials. After becoming a Special, she experiences
enhanced abilities and altered emotions, which challenge her sense of self and her previous beliefs. Tally’s



internal struggle reflects the broader questions about identity and autonomy in the novel.

Other Key Characters

Several supporting characters influence Tally’s transformation and the story’s progression. These include
Shay, Tally’s friend and former ally; Zane, a love interest and fellow Special; and Dr. Cable, the authoritative
figure behind the Specials program. Each character represents different facets of the society Westerfeld
critiques.

Shay: Represents resistance and alternative perspectives on freedom.

Zane: Embodies loyalty and the complexities of emotional control.

Dr. Cable: Symbolizes authority and the enforcement of societal norms.

Plot Summary and Key Events

Specials by Scott Westerfeld continues the story of Tally Youngblood after the events of the previous
books. The plot revolves around her induction into the Specials, a group designed to enforce the government’s
strict regulations and maintain social order. The novel chronicles her physical and psychological
transformation, the missions she undertakes, and the moral dilemmas she faces.

Key events include Tally’s surgical enhancements, her training as a Special, confrontations with rebels, and the
ultimate test of her allegiance. The narrative tension builds as Tally grapples with her new identity and the
consequences of her actions on herself and society.

Tally undergoes surgery to become a Special.1.

She completes rigorous physical and mental training.2.

Tally participates in missions to suppress dissent.3.

She faces internal conflicts about loyalty and morality.4.

The climax reveals critical choices that impact the future of the society.5.

Themes and Symbolism

Specials by Scott Westerfeld explores several profound themes that resonate throughout the Uglies series.
These themes are conveyed through symbolism, character arcs, and plot developments, enriching the reader’s
understanding of the dystopian world Westerfeld has created.

Identity and Self-Discovery

The novel investigates how identity is shaped and altered by external forces such as societal expectations and
technological interventions. Tally’s transformation into a Special raises questions about what it means to
retain individuality in a conformist society.



Control and Freedom

One of the central themes is the tension between control and personal freedom. The Specials enforce strict
rules to maintain order, but this control comes at the cost of autonomy and moral choice. This theme is
explored through the characters’ struggles and the oppressive societal structure.

Technology and Ethics

The ethical implications of using technology to modify human beings are prominent in specials. The novel prompts
readers to consider the consequences of such advancements on human nature, consent, and societal values.

Transformation as a metaphor for loss of innocence.

Enhanced abilities symbolizing both power and alienation.

Surveillance and enforcement representing societal control.

World-Building and Setting

Scott Westerfeld’s world-building in specials by Scott Westerfeld presents a vividly imagined future society
where physical appearance is manipulated and social classes are rigidly maintained. The settings range from the
technologically advanced cities to hidden rebel enclaves, each contributing to the novel’s atmosphere and
thematic depth.

The Specials operate within a highly controlled environment designed to suppress individuality and maintain
order. The contrast between the polished cityscapes and the rougher, freer regions highlights the conflict
between control and rebellion central to the story.

Reception and Impact

Specials by Scott Westerfeld has been well-received by critics and readers alike, praised for its engaging plot
and thoughtful exploration of complex themes. The novel has contributed significantly to the young adult
dystopian genre, influencing subsequent works and discussions about technology, identity, and societal
control.

Reviewers often commend Westerfeld’s ability to balance action with philosophical inquiry, making specials
both entertaining and intellectually stimulating. The book’s success has helped solidify the Uglies series as a
staple in young adult speculative fiction.

Positive critical reviews highlighting thematic depth.

Strong sales and popularity among young adult readers.

Inclusion in educational discussions on dystopian literature.



Comparison with Other Books in the Uglies Series

Specials serves as a pivotal middle book in the Uglies series, bridging the gap between the initial introduction to
the dystopian world and the final resolution in the concluding novel, "Extras." It expands on the concepts
introduced in "Uglies" and "Pretties," providing deeper insight into the societal mechanisms and character
development.

Compared to its predecessors, specials is darker and more intense, focusing on themes of control and loss of
humanity. It raises the stakes for Tally and the world she inhabits, setting the stage for the series’ conclusion.

Uglies: Introduction to the society and characters.

Pretties: Exploration of conformity and superficiality.

Specials: Examination of control, identity, and power.

Extras: Resolution and future societal implications.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Specials' by Scott Westerfeld?

'Specials' explores themes of identity, conformity, and the ethical implications of body modification and
enhancement in a dystopian future.

Who is the protagonist of 'Specials' by Scott Westerfeld?

The protagonist of 'Specials' is Tally Youngblood, who undergoes transformation to become a member of the
elite group known as the Specials.

How does 'Specials' fit into Scott Westerfeld's Uglies series?

'Specials' is the third book in the Uglies series and continues the story after 'Pretties,' focusing on the next
stage of transformation and societal control.

What distinguishes Specials from Pretties in the book 'Specials'?

Specials are individuals who undergo extreme physical and mental enhancements to become elite enforcers, while
Pretties are teenagers who get cosmetic surgeries to appear conventionally attractive.

What social commentary does Scott Westerfeld make in 'Specials'?

Westerfeld critiques societal obsession with beauty, the loss of individuality, and the dangers of
authoritarian control through advanced technology.

Are there any significant character developments in 'Specials'?

Yes, Tally struggles with her identity and morality as she transitions into a Special, facing internal conflicts
between her humanity and her enhancements.



Is 'Specials' suitable for young adult readers?

Yes, 'Specials' is categorized as young adult dystopian fiction and deals with mature themes in a way that is
accessible for teen audiences.

Additional Resources
1. Uglies
Set in a future society where everyone is transformed into a "Pretty" at age 16, "Uglies" follows Tally
Youngblood as she struggles with the consequences of conformity and the cost of beauty. The novel explores
themes of identity, freedom, and societal control. It is the first book in the Uglies series, laying the foundation
for the thrilling adventures to come.

2. Pretties
The sequel to "Uglies," this book follows Tally as she adjusts to life as a Pretty, where conformity and
superficial happiness mask deeper issues. Tally begins to see cracks in the seemingly perfect society and questions
the true cost of beauty. The story delves deeper into themes of rebellion and self-awareness.

3. Extras
Set after the events of "Specials," "Extras" focuses on Aya Fuse, a member of the social outcasts known as
Extras, who are obsessed with fame and popularity. The novel explores the impact of media and social status
in a futuristic society. It offers a fresh perspective on the world Westerfeld created, highlighting the power of
influence and individuality.

4. Impostors by Scott Westerfeld
Although not part of the Uglies series, this book shares Westerfeld’s knack for dystopian storytelling.
"Impostors" is a thrilling tale about a young woman who must impersonate the princess to save her kingdom. It
combines political intrigue with personal identity struggles, appealing to fans of Westerfeld’s complex
characters and worlds.

5. Leviathan by Scott Westerfeld
This alternate history steampunk novel explores a world at war using genetically fabricated beasts and
mechanical war machines. While not directly related to the Specials series, it shares themes of transformation
and societal conflict. The rich world-building and action-packed narrative make it a great read for Westerfeld
enthusiasts.

6. Afterworlds by Scott Westerfeld
"Afterworlds" intertwines two narratives: one about a young author navigating the publishing world, and
the other about a fictional character battling supernatural forces. Though different in theme, it complements
Westerfeld’s style of blending real-world issues with fantastical elements. Fans of his work will appreciate
the exploration of creativity and identity.

7. So Yesterday by Scott Westerfeld
This contemporary novel dives into youth culture and the pursuit of trends, focusing on a teenage boy who
investigates the origin of a new fashion craze. While it lacks the dystopian elements of the Specials series, it
shares Westerfeld's keen insight into social dynamics and individuality. It’s a lighter, more grounded read with
sharp social commentary.

8. The Risen Empire by Scott Westerfeld and Michael Swanwick
A science fiction novel exploring themes of immortality, empire, and rebellion. Though not connected to Specials,
it offers a complex future world with political and military intrigue. Readers who enjoy Westerfeld’s
speculative fiction will find this collaboration engaging and thought-provoking.

9. Zeroes by Scott Westerfeld, Margo Lanagan, and Deborah Biancotti
This novel follows a group of teenagers with unique abilities navigating friendship and danger. While different
from the Specials series, it shares themes of identity and the challenges of adolescence in a world that doesn’t
always understand them. It’s a compelling exploration of power and belonging.
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