
standard of excellence 1 percussion

standard of excellence 1 percussion is a foundational method book widely used by percussion
instructors to develop essential skills in beginner percussion students. This system emphasizes
technical proficiency, rhythmic accuracy, and musical expression through a structured progression of
exercises and etudes. The book covers a variety of percussion instruments, including snare drum,
mallet percussion, and auxiliary percussion, providing a comprehensive introduction to the percussion
family. Understanding the components and objectives of standard of excellence 1 percussion is
crucial for music educators aiming to build a solid technical and theoretical base in their students. In
this article, the key elements of the method book will be explored alongside practical insights on how
to effectively implement the curriculum. This overview will also highlight the pedagogical advantages
and challenges associated with standard of excellence 1 percussion.
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Overview of Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion
Standard of excellence 1 percussion is part of the Standard of Excellence series, designed to provide
a clear and comprehensive approach to percussion education for beginners. The method book is
structured to gradually introduce students to fundamental percussion techniques while integrating
music theory and reading skills. Its layout is user-friendly, combining technical exercises with musical
pieces that reinforce learned concepts. The book targets students in elementary and middle school
levels who are beginning their percussion studies. The material spans multiple percussion
instruments, making it versatile for percussion classes or individual instruction. This method has been
widely adopted due to its systematic progression and clear pedagogical goals.

History and Development
The Standard of Excellence series was developed by Bruce Pearson and is published by Kjos Music
Company. It was created to fill the need for a comprehensive, standard-based curriculum that
supports band and percussion education simultaneously. Since its introduction, the series has been
updated to reflect contemporary teaching practices and evolving percussion techniques. Its
percussion book, standard of excellence 1 percussion, specifically addresses the growing demand for
a balanced approach that integrates technical skill-building with musicality.

Target Audience
This method book is primarily aimed at beginner percussion students, including those with no prior
experience. It suits classroom settings in school band programs or private lessons. Instructors benefit



from its clear progression, which accommodates a range of learning paces and styles. The content is
appropriate for students approximately in grades 4 through 8, providing foundational skills that
prepare them for more advanced percussion studies.

Core Components and Curriculum Structure
The curriculum of standard of excellence 1 percussion is divided into distinct sections focusing on
various percussion instruments and techniques. The book typically begins with snare drum basics
before moving into mallet percussion and auxiliary percussion instruments like tambourine, triangle,
and bongos. Each section builds on previous skills, ensuring that students develop a well-rounded
percussion foundation.

Snare Drum Fundamentals
The snare drum section introduces essential rudiments and stroke types. Students learn proper grip,
stroke control, and basic rhythms, establishing the technical foundation necessary for percussion
performance. Exercises include single strokes, double strokes, and simple rudiments such as
paradiddles. These form the basis for more complex rhythmic patterns encountered later in the
method.

Mallet Percussion Techniques
Standard of excellence 1 percussion also covers mallet percussion instruments such as the xylophone
and glockenspiel. Students are introduced to proper mallet grip, stroke technique, and note reading
on the staff. The exercises focus on developing coordination between hands and understanding
melodic phrasing. Beginning scales, simple melodies, and rhythmic patterns are used to reinforce
these skills.

Auxiliary Percussion Introduction
In addition to snare and mallet percussion, the book incorporates auxiliary percussion instruments.
This section teaches students how to handle instruments like tambourine, triangle, and woodblock
with appropriate striking techniques. The goal is to familiarize students with various percussion
timbres and the different playing styles required for each instrument.

Music Theory and Reading Skills
Standard of excellence 1 percussion integrates music theory concepts such as note values, rests, time
signatures, and dynamics. These theoretical elements are introduced gradually and applied directly to
the exercises and etudes. This approach helps students develop sight-reading skills and rhythmic
accuracy in a musical context.

Techniques and Skills Developed
Students working through standard of excellence 1 percussion acquire a broad range of fundamental
percussion skills. The method emphasizes both technical proficiency and musical expression, aiming
to produce well-rounded percussionists capable of performing in various ensemble settings.



Technical Proficiency
The technical skills developed include correct hand position, stroke types, rudiments, and mallet
control. Regular practice of these techniques promotes muscle memory, endurance, and precision.
Proper technique reduces the risk of injury and facilitates faster advancement to intermediate
percussion repertoire.

Rhythmic Accuracy and Timing
Rhythm is a core focus, with exercises designed to improve timing, subdivision, and tempo control.
Students learn to read and perform rhythmic patterns accurately, which is essential for ensemble
playing. Use of a metronome is encouraged to develop consistent tempo maintenance.

Coordination and Independence
The method encourages development of hand coordination and independence, particularly in mallet
percussion exercises where each hand may play different rhythms or pitches. This skill is critical for
effective percussion performance across instruments.

Mastery of basic percussion rudiments

Proper mallet grip and stroke techniques

Accurate rhythm reading and execution

Ability to perform auxiliary percussion parts

Development of musical dynamics and expression

Pedagogical Approach and Teaching Strategies
The approach of standard of excellence 1 percussion is systematic and student-centered, designed to
accommodate diverse learning speeds while maintaining high standards. The curriculum promotes
incremental learning with frequent reviews and reinforcement.

Step-by-Step Skill Building
The method breaks down complex techniques into manageable steps. Each chapter introduces new
skills in an order that supports retention and prevents overwhelm. This ensures students build
confidence as they progress.

Integration of Theory and Practice
The book seamlessly incorporates music theory with practical performance exercises. This dual focus
enhances students’ understanding of how theoretical concepts apply to actual playing. The
integration supports comprehensive musicianship development.



Use of Repetition and Variation
Exercises often include repetitive patterns with slight variations to reinforce learning while
maintaining student engagement. This method helps solidify technique and rhythmic accuracy.

Assessment and Performance Preparation
Standard of excellence 1 percussion includes ensemble excerpts and solo pieces that prepare
students for performance settings. These selections allow instructors to assess progress and motivate
students through achievable performance goals.

Benefits and Challenges in Using the Method
Standard of excellence 1 percussion offers numerous benefits for both instructors and students but
also presents some challenges that educators should consider.

Benefits

Comprehensive Curriculum: Covers multiple percussion instruments and techniques in one
volume.

Structured Progression: Logical skill development from beginner to intermediate levels.

Theory Integration: Enhances musicianship through combined study of technique and music
theory.

Accessibility: Suitable for a wide range of learning environments and student abilities.

Performance Focus: Includes pieces designed for assessment and recital preparation.

Challenges

Varied Student Paces: Some students may progress faster or slower than the book’s
structure allows.

Limited Advanced Material: Primarily designed for beginners, requiring supplementary
resources for advanced students.

Instrument Availability: Not all programs may have access to the full range of percussion
instruments covered.

Instructor Experience: Effective use benefits from a teacher knowledgeable in multiple
percussion areas.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion book?
Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion is a beginner-level method book designed to teach fundamental
percussion techniques and music reading skills to new percussion students.

Who is the author of Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion?
The Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion book is authored by Bruce Pearson.

What percussion instruments are covered in Standard of
Excellence 1 Percussion?
The book primarily focuses on snare drum, timpani, mallet percussion (such as xylophone and
glockenspiel), and basic auxiliary percussion instruments.

Is Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion suitable for self-study?
Yes, the book includes clear instructions, exercises, and play-along tracks, making it suitable for
beginner percussionists to use for self-study.

Does Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion include audio or
play-along tracks?
Yes, the book often comes with audio CDs or downloadable play-along tracks to help students practice
with accompaniment.

What skills will students develop using Standard of Excellence
1 Percussion?
Students will develop fundamental rhythm reading, hand technique, basic sticking patterns,
dynamics, and ensemble playing skills.

How does Standard of Excellence 1 Percussion align with
music education standards?
The book is designed to align with national music education standards, emphasizing technique,
theory, and performance appropriate for beginner percussionists.

Are there supplementary materials available for Standard of
Excellence 1 Percussion?
Yes, supplementary materials include teacher’s editions, audio downloads, and online resources to
support instruction and practice.



Additional Resources
1. Standard of Excellence Book 1: Percussion
This book is part of the widely used Standard of Excellence series and serves as an excellent
introduction for beginning percussion students. It covers fundamental techniques, basic rhythms, and
essential music reading skills. The progressive lessons include exercises and familiar tunes that help
build a strong foundation in snare drum, mallet percussion, and timpani.

2. Standard of Excellence Enhanced Comprehensive Band Method: Percussion Book 1
Designed to complement the Standard of Excellence series, this enhanced edition offers interactive
multimedia content alongside traditional exercises. It emphasizes developing proper technique and
musicality for various percussion instruments. Students benefit from engaging etudes and
supplemental materials that make learning more dynamic and effective.

3. Essential Elements for Band – Percussion Book 1
While not part of the Standard of Excellence series, this book is often used alongside it and provides a
solid foundation for beginning percussionists. It breaks down fundamental rhythms and techniques
with clear explanations and exercises. The book also introduces basic mallet and drum set skills,
making it a versatile resource.

4. Alfred Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Book 1: Percussion
This book focuses on jazz percussion techniques and rhythms, extending the Standard of Excellence
method into the jazz genre. It includes exercises on swing patterns, improvisation basics, and proper
jazz articulation. Percussionists will find this book valuable for developing versatility and rhythmic
independence in jazz settings.

5. Standard of Excellence First Performance: Percussion Book 1
This companion volume to Standard of Excellence Book 1 offers additional pieces and exercises
designed for first-year percussionists. The repertoire is carefully chosen to reinforce fundamental
skills while keeping students motivated. It includes solo and ensemble pieces that promote ensemble
playing and musical expression.

6. Standard of Excellence: Comprehensive Band Method – Percussion Book 2
As a follow-up to Book 1, this volume advances percussion students into more complex rhythms,
techniques, and musical styles. It introduces rudiments, dynamic control, and multi-instrument
proficiency. The book prepares students for intermediate-level band literature and performance
challenges.

7. Standard of Excellence: Drumset Book 1
Focused specifically on drumset players, this book is a great supplement for percussionists interested
in contemporary styles. It covers basic drumset patterns, coordination exercises, and groove
development. Students will learn foundational beats in rock, pop, and funk, enhancing their rhythmic
versatility.

8. Standard of Excellence: Mallets Book 1
This title targets mallet percussionists, providing a systematic approach to learning instruments such
as the xylophone, marimba, and vibraphone. It emphasizes proper mallet technique, note reading,
and musical phrasing. The book includes exercises and repertoire that help build confidence and
precision.

9. Standard of Excellence: Percussion Ensemble Book 1



Designed for group performance, this book contains arrangements and exercises for percussion
ensembles using standard of excellence techniques. It encourages teamwork, listening skills, and
rhythmic accuracy. The pieces vary in difficulty, making it suitable for beginner to intermediate
players aiming to perform as a group.
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