
standard of excellence 2 trumpet
standard of excellence 2 trumpet is a widely recognized method book designed to guide trumpet
students through the fundamentals and intermediate techniques of playing. This comprehensive
instructional resource is part of the Standard of Excellence series, which has been a staple in music
education for decades. The second book, specifically tailored for trumpet players, builds upon the
foundational skills established in the first volume, offering more challenging exercises, etudes, and
repertoire. It emphasizes technical development, musicality, and sight-reading, making it an
essential tool for both students and educators. This article explores the structure, content, and
benefits of the Standard of Excellence 2 trumpet book, alongside practical tips for maximizing its
use in practice and performance settings. The following sections will provide detailed insights into
its curriculum, pedagogical approach, and supporting materials.
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Overview of Standard of Excellence 2 Trumpet
The Standard of Excellence 2 trumpet book serves as the intermediate level in the series, designed
to expand upon the fundamental techniques introduced in the first book. It is widely adopted by
band directors and private instructors for structured trumpet instruction. The series aims to develop
well-rounded musicianship by integrating technical exercises, etudes, and familiar songs arranged to
reinforce learning objectives. Standard of Excellence 2 trumpet offers a gradual increase in
difficulty, preparing students for more advanced repertoire and ensemble participation.

Purpose and Target Audience
This book targets trumpet students who have mastered the basics and are ready to advance their
skills. It is appropriate for middle school and early high school players, as well as beginners looking
for a systematic progression. The pedagogical approach is designed to support steady improvement
while maintaining engagement through diverse musical selections and exercises.



Author and Publisher
Published by Kjos Music Company, the Standard of Excellence series was authored by Bruce
Pearson, a respected music educator and trumpet player. The series reflects decades of educational
expertise, combining practical teaching methods with comprehensive musical content tailored to
band instruments.

Curriculum and Content Structure
The structure of Standard of Excellence 2 trumpet is thoughtfully organized to facilitate sequential
learning. The book is divided into chapters that each focus on specific technical and musical
concepts. It includes exercises, etudes, and full pieces that gradually increase in complexity.

Chapter Breakdown
Each chapter introduces new techniques and concepts, supported by exercises that reinforce the
skills. Typical chapters cover topics such as articulation, range extension, rhythmic accuracy, and
dynamic control. The progression encourages students to develop confidence in various aspects of
trumpet playing.

Repertoire Selection
The book features a mix of original compositions and arrangements of traditional and contemporary
tunes. This variety keeps students motivated while exposing them to different musical styles. The
repertoire is carefully chosen to align with the technical challenges presented in the exercises.

Technical Skills Developed
Standard of Excellence 2 trumpet emphasizes the refinement and expansion of fundamental trumpet
techniques. Students encounter exercises designed to enhance their command over the instrument’s
mechanics and sound production.

Range and Flexibility
The book includes exercises aimed at increasing the playable range of the trumpet. Flexibility
studies focus on smooth transitions between notes, improving lip control and embouchure strength.

Articulation and Tonguing
Various articulation patterns are introduced, including legato, staccato, and marcato. The exercises
help students develop precise tonguing techniques necessary for clear and expressive playing.



Rhythm and Timing
Rhythmic exercises improve timing accuracy and the ability to execute complex rhythms. The book
integrates counting methods and emphasizes steady tempo, crucial for ensemble performance.

Musicality and Sight-Reading Emphasis
Beyond technical skills, Standard of Excellence 2 trumpet places strong emphasis on musical
expression and sight-reading ability. These components are vital for overall musicianship and
performance readiness.

Musical Expression
Dynamic markings, phrasing, and stylistic nuances are integral parts of the repertoire. Students
learn to interpret and convey the emotional content of music, enhancing their artistic development.

Sight-Reading Skills
The book incorporates progressive sight-reading exercises that challenge students to read and
perform unfamiliar music confidently. This practice supports quick learning and adaptability in
various musical settings.

Using Standard of Excellence 2 Trumpet Effectively
To maximize the benefits of the Standard of Excellence 2 trumpet book, students and educators
should adopt strategic practice and teaching methods. Consistent, focused sessions yield the best
progress.

Practice Recommendations
Regular practice sessions that balance technical exercises with repertoire playing help solidify skills.
Slow, deliberate practice of difficult passages followed by gradual tempo increases is advised.

Teacher’s Role
Instructors play a crucial role by providing feedback, demonstrating techniques, and tailoring
lessons to individual student needs. Supplementing the book with additional exercises can address
specific challenges.



Performance Preparation
Students should use the book’s pieces for solo performances and ensemble participation. This real-
world application of skills reinforces learning and builds confidence.

Additional Resources and Support Materials
Standard of Excellence 2 trumpet is complemented by various supplementary materials that
enhance the learning experience. These resources provide further instruction and practice
opportunities.

Play-Along Tracks
Accompanying play-along CDs or digital tracks offer students the chance to practice with a virtual
ensemble. This aids in developing timing, intonation, and musical interaction skills.

Teacher’s Editions and Workbooks
Teacher editions provide detailed lesson plans, performance notes, and assessment tools. Workbooks
include additional exercises and theory activities to reinforce concepts.

Online Support
Some editions offer access to online resources such as video demonstrations, practice tips, and
supplemental materials. These tools support varied learning styles and enhance engagement.

Structured curriculum for progressive skill development

Balanced focus on technique, musicality, and sight-reading

Variety of repertoire to maintain student interest

Supportive resources like play-along tracks and workbooks

Suitable for middle school and early high school trumpet players

Frequently Asked Questions



What is 'Standard of Excellence 2' for trumpet?
'Standard of Excellence 2' is the second book in a popular method series for trumpet players that
builds on fundamental skills and introduces more advanced concepts and repertoire.

Who is the author of 'Standard of Excellence Book 2' for
trumpet?
The 'Standard of Excellence' series, including Book 2 for trumpet, is authored by Bruce Pearson.

What skills are emphasized in 'Standard of Excellence 2' for
trumpet?
The book emphasizes intermediate trumpet techniques such as improved tone production,
articulation, key signatures, and more complex rhythms and musical expressions.

Is 'Standard of Excellence 2' suitable for beginners on
trumpet?
While 'Standard of Excellence 2' builds on beginner skills, it is generally recommended for players
who have completed Book 1 or have equivalent basic trumpet proficiency.

Does 'Standard of Excellence 2' for trumpet include play-along
tracks?
Yes, 'Standard of Excellence 2' often comes with CD or digital play-along tracks to help students
practice with accompaniment and improve timing and intonation.

How does 'Standard of Excellence 2' prepare trumpet players
for band or orchestra?
The book introduces more challenging pieces and ensemble playing techniques, helping trumpet
players develop skills necessary for school band or orchestra participation.

Where can I purchase 'Standard of Excellence 2' for trumpet?
You can purchase 'Standard of Excellence 2' for trumpet at music stores, online retailers like
Amazon, or directly from the publisher's website.

Additional Resources
1. Standard of Excellence Book 2 - Trumpet: Comprehensive Band Method
This book is part of the widely used Standard of Excellence band method series, specifically
designed for intermediate trumpet players. It offers a well-structured curriculum that builds on
essential techniques, tone production, and music reading skills. The exercises and etudes provide a
balanced mix of technical development and musical expression, ideal for school band students.



2. Standard of Excellence Book 2 - Trumpet: Supplemental Technical Exercises
Designed to complement the main Standard of Excellence Book 2, this book focuses on technical
exercises to improve finger agility, articulation, and breath control. It includes scales, arpeggios, and
rhythm drills tailored for trumpet players at the intermediate level. This resource helps students
develop precision and confidence in their playing.

3. Standard of Excellence Book 2 - Trumpet: Sight-Reading and Ear Training
This companion book emphasizes sight-reading and ear training skills necessary for trumpet players
progressing through Standard of Excellence Book 2. It features progressively challenging sight-
reading passages and exercises to develop aural skills. The focus is on improving musical literacy
and listening abilities to enhance overall musicianship.

4. Standard of Excellence Book 2 - Trumpet: Extended Techniques and Articulations
A supplementary volume that introduces intermediate trumpet players to a variety of extended
techniques and articulations beyond the basics. It covers double tonguing, lip slurs, and dynamic
control, providing exercises that encourage musical versatility. This book enriches the student's
technical repertoire and expressive capabilities.

5. Standard of Excellence Book 2 - Trumpet: Jazz and Popular Styles
This book brings the Standard of Excellence curriculum into the realm of jazz and popular music,
offering trumpet students stylistic studies and improvisation basics. It includes exercises on swing
rhythms, blues scales, and simple improvisational concepts. The collection is designed to broaden
the player's musical horizons and adaptability.

6. Standard of Excellence Book 2 - Trumpet: Duets and Ensemble Pieces
Focusing on collaborative playing, this book provides trumpet duets and small ensemble pieces
suitable for students at the Book 2 level. The repertoire encourages blending, listening, and timing
skills essential for group performance. Its engaging selections motivate players to develop ensemble
awareness and musicianship.

7. Standard of Excellence Book 2 - Trumpet: Warm-Up and Daily Practice Routines
This resource offers structured warm-up exercises and daily practice routines aligned with the
Standard of Excellence Book 2 curriculum. It guides students through breathing, lip flexibility, and
range development drills to prepare for effective practice sessions. Regular use of this book helps
maintain technical readiness and prevents strain.

8. Standard of Excellence Book 2 - Trumpet: Historical and Cultural Contexts
An educational supplement that explores the historical background and cultural significance of
pieces found in the Standard of Excellence Book 2. It provides insights into composers, musical
styles, and performance practices relevant to the trumpet repertoire. This knowledge enhances
interpretive skills and deepens students' appreciation of their music.

9. Standard of Excellence Book 2 - Trumpet: Performance and Audition Preparation
This book prepares trumpet students for performances and auditions by offering carefully selected
solos and etudes from the Standard of Excellence Book 2 level. It includes tips on stage presence,
practice strategies, and mental preparation techniques. The goal is to build confidence and poise in
performance situations.
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