
standard of excellence jazz ensemble method

standard of excellence jazz ensemble method is a widely recognized and respected approach to jazz
education that provides comprehensive resources for both students and educators. Designed to develop
technical proficiency, improvisation skills, and ensemble performance, this method supports the growth of
young musicians in a structured, progressive manner. The standard of excellence jazz ensemble method
incorporates a variety of exercises, etudes, and repertoire selections tailored to varying skill levels. This
article explores the core features of the method, its benefits for jazz ensemble instruction, and practical
implementation strategies. Additionally, it highlights how educators can maximize student engagement
and achievement using this approach. The following sections provide an in-depth overview of the
method’s components and pedagogical advantages.
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Overview of the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method
The standard of excellence jazz ensemble method is part of a larger series of music education resources
aimed at developing well-rounded musicianship. This method emphasizes ensemble playing, jazz theory,
and improvisation within a progressive framework. It is designed to cater to varying levels of experience,
from beginner to advanced jazz students, ensuring appropriate challenges and skill development at each
stage.

Developed by experienced educators and performers, the method integrates traditional jazz elements with
contemporary teaching techniques. Its structured approach facilitates gradual learning of complex jazz
concepts, including swing feel, chord changes, and rhythmic articulation.

Historical Context and Development
Originally part of a comprehensive music education series, the jazz ensemble method was created to fill a
niche for jazz-specific ensemble instruction. By combining methodical exercises with engaging repertoire,



it has become a preferred choice in many school and community jazz programs. Its evolution reflects
ongoing feedback from educators and students, ensuring relevance and effectiveness in modern jazz
pedagogy.

Intended Audience
This method targets middle school, high school, and early college jazz ensembles. It is suitable for band
directors seeking a reliable curriculum that balances technical skill-building with creative expression. The
materials accommodate both large ensembles and smaller jazz combos, promoting versatile application across
various educational settings.

Key Components and Curriculum Structure
The standard of excellence jazz ensemble method offers a comprehensive curriculum that incorporates
technical exercises, improvisation studies, and performance pieces. Each component is designed to build
upon previous knowledge while introducing new challenges to foster continuous growth.

Technical Exercises and Etudes
Technical exercises focus on developing tone quality, articulation, and rhythmic precision. Etudes provide
context for these skills, often incorporating common jazz idioms and patterns. These studies encourage
students to internalize swing rhythms, syncopation, and stylistic nuances common in jazz performance.

Improvisation Training
Improvisation is a cornerstone of the method, with dedicated exercises that teach scales, modes, and chord
tone targeting. Students gradually learn to construct melodic lines over typical jazz progressions such as ii-
V-I sequences. This systematic approach demystifies improvisation, making it accessible to students at
various proficiency levels.

Repertoire Selection
The repertoire spans classic and contemporary jazz standards, arranged to accommodate different skill
levels. Pieces are chosen for their educational value in demonstrating key jazz concepts such as call-and-
response, blues forms, and ensemble interplay. Repertoire also provides performance opportunities that
motivate students and showcase their developing skills.



Beginners: Simple swing tunes with straightforward harmonies

Intermediate: More complex arrangements with extended chord changes

Advanced: Challenging charts featuring intricate rhythms and harmonies

Benefits for Students and Educators
Utilizing the standard of excellence jazz ensemble method offers numerous advantages for both students
and educators. Its structured progression supports steady skill development, fostering confidence and
musical independence among students.

Skill Development and Musicianship
Students gain a solid foundation in jazz techniques, including sight-reading, rhythmic accuracy, and
expressive phrasing. The method’s emphasis on improvisation cultivates creativity and critical listening
skills essential for jazz performance. Ensemble rehearsals promote teamwork and communication, vital
components of successful group musicianship.

Curriculum Flexibility
Educators appreciate the flexibility of the method, which allows adaptation to specific class sizes, skill levels,
and time constraints. The modular design enables teachers to select relevant exercises and repertoire that
align with their instructional goals. This adaptability ensures that the method can complement a variety of
educational contexts.

Implementation Strategies in the Classroom
Effective implementation of the standard of excellence jazz ensemble method involves strategic planning
and consistent rehearsal routines. Teachers are encouraged to integrate all aspects of the curriculum to
provide a balanced learning experience.

Structured Rehearsal Planning
Rehearsals should allocate time for warm-up exercises, technical studies, improvisation practice, and
repertoire work. Consistent pacing helps students assimilate new concepts without feeling overwhelmed.



Incorporating listening sessions and performance critiques can deepen understanding and refine ensemble
cohesion.

Assessment and Feedback
Regular assessments, such as sight-reading tests and improvisation evaluations, help track student progress.
Constructive feedback motivates improvement and highlights areas needing additional focus. Using
recordings of ensemble performances allows students to self-assess and develop critical listening skills.

Encouraging Student Engagement
Fostering an environment that encourages questions, experimentation, and peer collaboration enhances
student investment in the learning process. Providing opportunities for solo performances and small group
improvisations can increase confidence and individual accountability within the ensemble.

Resources and Supplementary Materials
The standard of excellence jazz ensemble method is supported by a range of supplementary materials
designed to enrich the teaching and learning experience. These resources offer additional practice tools and
pedagogical insights.

Method Books and Workbooks
Method books include detailed instructions, exercises, and written examples. Workbooks provide
opportunities for written theory practice and improvisation journaling, reinforcing concepts introduced
during rehearsals.

Audio and Video Materials
Listening to professional recordings of repertoire pieces and technical exercises enhances students’ aural
skills and stylistic understanding. Video demonstrations by expert performers serve as valuable models for
technique and interpretation.

Online Support and Teacher Guides
Many editions of the method come with online access to additional materials, including backing tracks and
lesson plans. Teacher guides offer practical advice on curriculum pacing, assessment strategies, and adapting



lessons to diverse student needs.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method?
The Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method is a comprehensive jazz curriculum designed to teach
jazz theory, improvisation, and ensemble playing to students at various skill levels.

Who publishes the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method?
The Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method is published by Hal Leonard, a major music publishing
company.

What instruments are covered in the Standard of Excellence Jazz
Ensemble Method?
The method covers common jazz ensemble instruments including saxophones, trumpets, trombones,
rhythm section instruments like piano, guitar, bass, and drums.

Is the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method suitable for
beginners?
Yes, the method is structured to accommodate beginners as well as more advanced players, providing
progressive lessons that build foundational jazz skills.

Does the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method include
improvisation exercises?
Yes, the method places a strong emphasis on teaching improvisation techniques through exercises, scales,
and play-along tracks.

Are there audio or play-along resources included with the Standard of
Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method?
Yes, the method often includes CDs or online audio tracks that allow students to practice along with
professional jazz ensemble recordings.



How does the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method support
educators?
The method provides educators with comprehensive lesson plans, rehearsal tips, and assessment tools to
effectively teach jazz ensemble concepts.

Can the Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method be used for high
school jazz bands?
Absolutely, it is widely used in middle and high school jazz programs to develop students' ensemble skills
and jazz vocabulary.

Additional Resources
1. Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method - Book 1
This book is designed for beginning jazz ensemble players and provides a comprehensive introduction to
jazz styles, rhythms, and techniques. It includes exercises, etudes, and full ensemble pieces that build
foundational skills. The method emphasizes reading, improvisation, and developing a strong sense of swing
and articulation. It's perfect for young musicians taking their first steps in jazz ensemble performance.

2. Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method - Book 2
Book 2 continues where the first book left off, offering more challenging arrangements and exercises for
intermediate players. It introduces more complex rhythms, harmonies, and improvisation concepts. The
book also focuses on ensemble balance and stylistic nuances, helping players refine their jazz sound. It’s ideal
for developing confident and expressive jazz ensemble musicians.

3. Standard of Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method - Play Along CD
This companion CD provides professional play-along tracks for the pieces found in the Standard of
Excellence Jazz Ensemble Method books. It allows students to practice with a full jazz band sound,
enhancing their timing, feel, and soloing skills. The tracks include rhythm section only, giving players the
chance to improvise and develop their jazz vocabulary. It is an essential resource for effective practice.

4. The Jazz Language: A Theory Text for Jazz Composition and Improvisation by Dan Haerle
This book is a widely respected resource for understanding jazz theory and improvisation techniques. It
breaks down chord progressions, scales, and melodic development in a clear and accessible way. Ideal for
jazz ensemble members looking to deepen their theoretical knowledge and improve improvisational skills.
It complements method books by providing a deeper musical foundation.

5. Jazz Ensemble Resource Manual by Mike Steinel
A comprehensive guide for jazz ensemble directors and players, this manual offers instructional tips, warm-
ups, and rehearsal strategies. It covers stylistic elements and practical advice for developing a successful jazz



program. The resource is useful alongside the Standard of Excellence method for enhancing ensemble
cohesion and musicianship. It supports both educators and students in achieving high performance
standards.

6. Essential Elements for Jazz Ensemble - Book 1
This method book series is similar in scope to the Standard of Excellence but offers different arrangements
and pedagogical approaches. Book 1 introduces basic jazz concepts, swing style, and improvisation in a
student-friendly format. It includes clear instructions and ensemble pieces that complement standard jazz
ensemble curricula. The book is a valuable alternative or supplement for developing jazz ensemble skills.

7. Jazz Conception for Saxophone by Jim Snidero
Focused on saxophone players, this book provides etudes and exercises tailored to developing jazz
articulation, phrasing, and improvisation. While instrument-specific, its concepts are applicable across jazz
ensemble members looking to improve soloing technique. The included play-along tracks help students
practice with a rhythm section feel. It’s a great resource to supplement ensemble method books like
Standard of Excellence.

8. Jazz Improvisation: A Comprehensive Method for All Musicians by David Baker
This classic text offers a thorough approach to learning jazz improvisation, covering scales, modes, and chord
changes. It is suitable for all jazz ensemble members seeking to enhance their soloing abilities. The method
emphasizes creativity and understanding of jazz vocabulary, making it a valuable companion to ensemble
method books. Its exercises and explanations help musicians become confident improvisers.

9. The Art of Jazz Improvisation by Jerry Coker
Jerry Coker’s book is a foundational text on the theory and practice of jazz improvisation. It explains the
principles of building solos, developing motifs, and navigating chord changes with clarity. The book is
widely used by jazz educators and students, providing practical exercises that complement ensemble
methods. It’s an excellent resource for players aiming to improve their improvisational skills within a jazz
ensemble context.
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