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star wars the clone wars order 66 is a pivotal moment in the Star Wars saga that dramatically altered the
galaxy’s fate. This infamous directive, issued during the Clone Wars, commanded the clone troopers to betray
and eliminate their Jedi generals, marking the fall of the Jedi Order and the rise of the Galactic Empire. The
animated series "Star Wars: The Clone Wars" explores this catastrophic event in depth, providing crucial
context and emotional weight to the storyline. This article delves into the origins, execution, and
consequences of Order 66 as portrayed in the series, highlighting its significance within the broader Star Wars
universe. Fans and newcomers alike gain insight into the complexities of loyalty, betrayal, and survival
through the characters’ experiences during this dark chapter. The following sections will examine the historical
background, key moments, major characters involved, and the aftermath of Order 66 in "Star Wars: The Clone
Wars."
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Background and Origins of Order 66

The origins of Order 66 are deeply rooted in the political and military machinations of the Galactic Republic
during the Clone Wars. Created as a secret contingency protocol, Order 66 was designed to ensure the
Republic's control by eliminating the Jedi, who were seen as potential threats to Chancellor Palpatine's
consolidation of power. The order was embedded within the behavioral programming of the clone troopers, who
had been genetically engineered for loyalty and obedience. This programming compelled the clones to execute the
directive without hesitation when activated.

Order 66 was part of a broader strategy orchestrated by Darth Sidious, the Sith Lord masquerading as
Chancellor Palpatine. His ultimate goal was to dismantle the Jedi Order from within, paving the way for the
establishment of the Galactic Empire. The Clone Wars themselves served as a chaotic backdrop enabling Sidious
to manipulate events and perceptions, casting the Jedi as traitors to the Republic to justify their extermination.

The Role of the Clone Troopers

Clone troopers were engineered from the DNA of bounty hunter Jango Fett, designed for combat efficiency and
unwavering loyalty to the Republic. However, their genetic programming included inhibitor chips that compelled
obedience to specific orders, including Order 66. This ensured that when the time came, the clones would turn
against their Jedi commanders without question. The ethical implications of this programming and its effects on
individual clones are explored in various episodes of "Star Wars: The Clone Wars."

Political Climate Preceding Order 66

Prior to the activation of Order 66, the Galactic Republic was embroiled in a prolonged and brutal conflict
against the Separatists. The Jedi Order had become military leaders in the war, which strained their traditional
roles as peacekeepers. Chancellor Palpatine exploited this tension, portraying the Jedi as overstepping their
authority and creating a climate of mistrust. This political atmosphere set the stage for the public acceptance



of the purge following Order 66’s execution.

Execution of Order 66 in Star Wars: The Clone Wars

The depiction of Order 66 in "Star Wars: The Clone Wars" is a harrowing and emotional sequence that
captures the shock and devastation experienced by the Jedi and their allies. The order was activated
simultaneously across the galaxy, triggering the clones to turn on their Jedi generals. The series portrays
multiple perspectives, illustrating the widespread impact of the betrayal.

Throughout the episodes, viewers witness the sudden and brutal nature of the attacks, emphasizing the clones’
internal conflict when inhibitor chips momentarily falter. The series also highlights the chaos and confusion
that followed, as surviving Jedi attempted to escape or resist the purge.

Notable Episodes Depicting Order 66

“Order 66” (Season 6, Episode 1): This episode directly portrays the moment the order is given, focusing
on key Jedi such as Ahsoka Tano and Captain Rex.

“The Lost Missions” Arc: Explores the aftermath and the clones’ struggles with their programming and
loyalty.

“Victory and Death” (Finale): Shows the final stand of Jedi Master Ahsoka and her confrontation with
the clones after Order 66.

Clone Troopers’ Perspective

The series provides insight into the clone troopers’ experience during Order 66, depicting moments where some
clones hesitate or resist due to their personal bonds with Jedi commanders. This nuanced portrayal adds depth
to the clones, illustrating that despite their programming, individuality and emotion persist. The conflict
between duty and friendship is a recurring theme in these episodes.

Key Characters and Their Roles

Several important characters play critical roles during the events of Order 66 in "Star Wars: The Clone
Wars," each illustrating different facets of the tragedy. Their stories contribute to the understanding of the
order's impact on the galaxy and the personal cost of the purge.

Ahsoka Tano

Ahsoka Tano, former Padawan of Anakin Skywalker, survives Order 66 due to her absence from the Jedi Temple
during the initial purge. Her arc during this period explores survival, identity, and the search for truth in a
galaxy turned upside down. The series follows her as she grapples with the collapse of the Jedi Order and her
own place in the unfolding conflict.

Captain Rex

Captain Rex, a loyal clone commander, faces a profound internal battle as his inhibitor chip compels him to
execute Order 66. However, Ahsoka and later his own willpower help him resist the programming, making him one



of the few clones to defy the directive. Rex’s story highlights themes of loyalty, free will, and resistance
within the clones themselves.

Other Jedi Generals

Prominent Jedi such as Anakin Skywalker, Obi-Wan Kenobi, and Plo Koon are shown in various states during the
order’s execution. While some are killed, others narrowly escape or survive, setting the stage for their roles in
the subsequent Galactic Empire era. The fate of these characters underscores the devastating scale of Order
66.

Impact on the Jedi Order and Galactic Republic

Order 66 resulted in the near-extermination of the Jedi Order, effectively ending their centuries-old role as
guardians of peace and justice. This event allowed Chancellor Palpatine to declare himself Emperor,
transforming the Galactic Republic into the tyrannical Galactic Empire. The purge created a power vacuum and
widespread fear that reshaped the political and social landscape of the galaxy.

Destruction of the Jedi Order

The sudden betrayal shattered the Jedi’s trust in the clones and the Republic’s institutions. Many Jedi were killed
in the purge, while others went into hiding. The loss profoundly affected the Jedi philosophy and their legacy,
which reverberated through later Star Wars stories, including the original trilogy and expanded universe.

Rise of the Galactic Empire

With the Jedi eliminated, Palpatine consolidated power unchallenged. The Clone Wars ended, and the Republic
was rebranded as the Galactic Empire, with strict authoritarian rule. This transition marked a dark era
characterized by oppression and rebellion, setting the narrative foundation for the original Star Wars films.

Clone Troopers’ Transition to Stormtroopers

Following Order 66, clone troopers gradually transitioned into Imperial stormtroopers, enforcing the Empire’s
rule. Their loyalty shifted from the Republic and the Jedi to the Emperor, symbolizing the broader change in
galactic governance and military control.

Legacy of Order 66 in the Star Wars Universe

Order 66 remains one of the most significant and haunting events in Star Wars lore. Its portrayal in "Star
Wars: The Clone Wars" enriches the understanding of the saga by providing context to the fall of the Jedi and
the rise of the Empire. The order continues to influence stories across various media, highlighting themes of
betrayal, survival, and resistance.

Influence on Subsequent Star Wars Media

The ramifications of Order 66 are explored in numerous Star Wars films, series, and novels. Characters who
survived the purge, such as Ahsoka Tano and Captain Rex, appear in later stories, connecting the narrative
threads. The event’s legacy shapes the motivations and conflicts of heroes and villains alike throughout the
franchise.



Cultural Impact and Fan Reception

Order 66 has become a defining moment within the Star Wars fan community, symbolizing the tragic downfall of
the Jedi and the complexities of war and loyalty. Its dramatic and emotional depiction in "Star Wars: The
Clone Wars" has been praised for adding depth and nuance to the Star Wars mythos.

Lessons and Themes

The story of Order 66 serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of unchecked power, manipulation, and
blind obedience. It also explores the resilience of individuals in the face of betrayal and the enduring hope for
justice and redemption, themes central to the Star Wars narrative.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Order 66 in Star Wars: The Clone Wars?

Order 66 is a secret command given by Emperor Palpatine to the clone troopers to execute all Jedi as traitors
to the Galactic Republic, leading to a near-extermination of the Jedi Order.

How is Order 66 depicted in Star Wars: The Clone Wars series?

In The Clone Wars series, Order 66 is shown in the final episodes of Season 7, where clones suddenly turn
against their Jedi generals, including Anakin Skywalker and Ahsoka Tano, leading to intense battles and
heartbreak.

Which characters survive Order 66 in Star Wars: The Clone Wars?

Ahsoka Tano and Captain Rex are notable survivors of Order 66, as Ahsoka is spared due to her unique bond
with Anakin, and Rex removes his inhibitor chip that forced him to obey the order.

What role do inhibitor chips play in Order 66?

Inhibitor chips implanted in clone troopers' brains force them to obey Order 66 without question, compelling
them to betray and kill their Jedi commanders.

Does Anakin Skywalker participate in Order 66 in The Clone Wars?

Anakin Skywalker does not participate in Order 66; instead, he becomes Darth Vader and hunts down surviving
Jedi after Order 66 is executed by the clones.

How does Order 66 affect the storyline of Star Wars: The Clone Wars?

Order 66 marks a turning point in the series, transitioning the Republic into the Galactic Empire and setting up
the events of Revenge of the Sith and the original Star Wars trilogy.

Is the depiction of Order 66 in The Clone Wars consistent with the movies?

Yes, The Clone Wars expands on Order 66's execution and consequences, providing more context and emotional
depth to the event initially portrayed in Revenge of the Sith.



What emotional impact does Order 66 have on characters like Ahsoka
Tano?

Order 66 deeply traumatizes Ahsoka, as she witnesses betrayal by her clone comrades and the fall of the Jedi,
shaping her future choices and role in the Star Wars universe.

Are there any differences in how various clone units respond to Order 66 in
The Clone Wars?

Yes, some clone units, like those led by Captain Rex, show hesitation or resistance due to removing their
inhibitor chips, while others follow the order immediately and ruthlessly.

Additional Resources
1. Star Wars: Dark Disciple
This novel explores the complex relationship between Jedi Knight Quinlan Vos and the deadly assassin Asajj
Ventress during the Clone Wars. Set against the backdrop of Order 66, the story delves into themes of
loyalty and betrayal as the Jedi face mounting threats from within and beyond. It provides a gripping narrative
that deepens the understanding of the Clone Wars era.

2. Star Wars: Dark Lord - The Rise of Darth Vader
This book chronicles Anakin Skywalker's transformation into Darth Vader, focusing heavily on the aftermath
of Order 66. It reveals Vader’s internal struggles and his ruthless consolidation of power under the Sith. Fans
get an intimate look at the emotional and physical scars that shape the infamous Dark Lord.

3. Star Wars: Republic Commando - Order 66
Told from the perspective of elite clone troopers, this novel captures the harrowing moments of Order 66 as
the Republic turns on its Jedi generals. The story highlights the conflict between duty and morality faced by the
soldiers. It offers a unique viewpoint on the tragedy and chaos that engulf the galaxy.

4. Star Wars: Ahsoka
Following Ahsoka Tano’s journey after she leaves the Jedi Order, this novel covers her survival during the
execution of Order 66. It delves into her struggle to find her place in a galaxy ruled by the Empire, as well as
her quest for justice. Ahsoka’s story adds depth to the Clone Wars narrative and the rise of the Empire.

5. Star Wars: The Clone Wars – Order 66
This graphic novel compilation focuses specifically on the pivotal moments of Order 66 during the animated
series. It captures the shock and devastation experienced by the Jedi and clones alike. The visuals bring the
dramatic fall of the Jedi Order to life in vivid detail.

6. Star Wars: The Jedi Path – Dark Times
A companion book styled as a manual from the Jedi Order, this volume includes annotations and commentary
about the events leading up to and following Order 66. It provides insight into the Jedi philosophy and how it
was shattered by betrayal. This book is a valuable resource for understanding the Jedi’s downfall.

7. Star Wars: Kenobi
Set after Order 66, this novel follows Obi-Wan Kenobi’s exile on Tatooine as he watches over young Luke
Skywalker. It portrays the challenges Obi-Wan faces living in hiding while the Empire hunts down remaining Jedi.
The story captures the loneliness and determination of a fallen hero.

8. Star Wars: The Last Jedi of the Clone Wars
This story focuses on a surviving Jedi who evades Order 66 and attempts to fight back against the Empire’s
rise. It explores themes of resilience, hope, and the enduring spirit of the Jedi. The novel enriches the Clone Wars
saga by highlighting lesser-known Jedi perspectives.

9. Star Wars: Shadows of the Empire – Order 66 Chronicles



A collection of short stories and vignettes that depict various characters’ experiences during Order 66. From
Jedi to clones to civilians, it showcases the widespread impact of the purge. This anthology offers a
multifaceted look at one of the darkest chapters in Star Wars history.
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