
story grammar marker iep goals

story grammar marker iep goals are essential components in supporting students with language and
literacy challenges, particularly those with individualized education programs (IEPs). These goals focus on
enhancing a student's ability to understand, organize, and retell stories by using structured frameworks
known as story grammar markers. Story grammar markers break down narratives into key elements such
as setting, characters, problem, events, and resolution, which are critical for developing comprehension and
expressive language skills. Incorporating story grammar marker IEP goals can facilitate measurable progress
in communication, narrative skills, and academic success. This article will explore the definition and
components of story grammar markers, their importance in IEP planning, examples of effective goals, and
practical strategies for implementation. Educators, speech-language pathologists, and IEP teams will gain
insight into how to craft and utilize story grammar marker IEP goals to support diverse learners. The
following sections provide a detailed examination of these topics to optimize educational outcomes.

Understanding Story Grammar Markers

The Role of Story Grammar Marker IEP Goals

Examples of Story Grammar Marker IEP Goals

Strategies for Implementing Story Grammar Marker Goals

Assessment and Progress Monitoring

Understanding Story Grammar Markers
Story grammar markers refer to the structural elements that form the foundation of a narrative. These
markers help students identify and organize the critical parts of a story, enabling better comprehension and
recall. Common components include the setting, characters, initiating event, internal response, plan,
attempt, consequence, and resolution. By mastering these elements, students improve their ability to
understand and produce coherent narratives, which are essential for both academic and social
communication.

Key Components of Story Grammar Markers
The core elements of story grammar markers provide a scaffold for students to analyze and construct stories
systematically. Each component serves a unique function in the narrative structure:



Setting: The time and place where the story occurs.

Characters: The main individuals involved in the story.

Initiating Event: The event that starts the story’s main problem or conflict.

Internal Response: The feelings or thoughts of the characters after the initiating event.

Plan: The character’s strategy to address the problem.

Attempt: Actions taken by the characters to solve the problem.

Consequence: The outcome of the attempts.

Resolution: How the story’s conflict is resolved or concluded.

Importance in Language Development
Understanding and using story grammar markers enhances a student's narrative skills, which are closely
linked to reading comprehension and writing proficiency. Students with challenges in organizing
information can benefit significantly from explicit instruction in these markers. This structured approach
supports language acquisition by providing clear expectations and a predictable framework for storytelling.

The Role of Story Grammar Marker IEP Goals
Story grammar marker IEP goals serve as targeted objectives to improve a student’s narrative abilities
through systematic instruction and practice. These goals are tailored to address individual language deficits
and promote functional communication skills. Integrating story grammar marker goals into an IEP ensures
that narrative skills are prioritized and progress is systematically monitored.

Aligning Goals with Student Needs
IEP teams assess a student's current narrative abilities and determine which story grammar components
require focus. Goals are then crafted to be specific, measurable, achievable, relevant, and time-bound
(SMART). This alignment ensures that story grammar marker IEP goals address the precise areas of
difficulty, whether in comprehension, expression, or both.



Impact on Academic and Social Skills
Strong narrative skills contribute to success in multiple academic domains, including reading
comprehension, writing, and oral presentations. Furthermore, the ability to recount stories coherently
supports social interactions by enhancing conversational skills and perspective-taking. Therefore, story
grammar marker IEP goals promote holistic development beyond language arts.

Examples of Story Grammar Marker IEP Goals
Effective story grammar marker IEP goals are clear and focused on specific narrative skills. Below are
examples illustrating how these goals might be written for students with varying needs.

Sample Goals for Narrative Comprehension

By the end of the IEP period, the student will identify and verbally describe at least five story
grammar elements (setting, characters, problem, events, resolution) in a grade-level narrative with
80% accuracy across three consecutive sessions.

The student will answer comprehension questions related to the initiating event and consequences
of a story with 75% accuracy in 4 out of 5 opportunities.

Sample Goals for Narrative Expression

The student will orally retell a familiar story using story grammar markers, including setting,
problem, and resolution, in correct sequence with 80% accuracy in 3 out of 4 trials.

Given a personal experience, the student will generate a narrative that includes at least four story
grammar components using visual supports, with 85% accuracy in 3 consecutive sessions.

Strategies for Implementing Story Grammar Marker Goals
Successful implementation of story grammar marker IEP goals depends on systematic instruction, consistent
practice, and appropriate supports. Various strategies can be employed by educators and speech-language
pathologists to enhance students’ narrative skills.



Explicit Instruction and Modeling
Teaching each story grammar component explicitly and modeling its use in stories helps students
understand expectations. Visual aids such as graphic organizers or story maps can illustrate the relationship
between elements and improve comprehension.

Use of Visual Supports
Visual tools including icons, flowcharts, and color-coded story maps provide concrete representations of
abstract narrative elements. These supports assist students in organizing their thoughts and facilitate
independent storytelling.

Interactive Storytelling Activities
Engaging students in collaborative storytelling, story creation, or role-playing promotes active learning.
These activities encourage students to apply story grammar markers in meaningful contexts, reinforcing
their understanding and use.

Integration Across Curriculum
Incorporating story grammar instruction into reading, writing, and social studies lessons ensures consistent
exposure and practice. This integration supports generalization of skills across subjects and real-life
situations.

Assessment and Progress Monitoring
Ongoing assessment is critical to determine the effectiveness of story grammar marker IEP goals and guide
instructional adjustments. Progress monitoring involves systematic data collection and analysis of narrative
performance.

Assessment Tools and Methods
Standardized tests, informal narrative assessments, and curriculum-based measures can evaluate a student’s
mastery of story grammar elements. Observations and language samples provide qualitative data to
complement quantitative scores.



Data Collection and Documentation
Regularly recording student performance on targeted story grammar tasks enables tracking of growth over
time. Documentation should include accuracy rates, independent use of markers, and ability to sequence
narrative events.

Adjusting Instruction Based on Data
Analyzing assessment results allows educators and therapists to modify goals, select appropriate
interventions, or introduce new strategies. Responsive instruction ensures that story grammar marker IEP
goals remain relevant and achievable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a story grammar marker in the context of IEP goals?
A story grammar marker is a visual or verbal tool used to help students understand and organize the
elements of a story, such as setting, characters, problem, events, and resolution. In IEP goals, it supports
narrative skills development.

How can story grammar markers be used to write effective IEP goals?
Story grammar markers can be incorporated into IEP goals by targeting a student's ability to identify and
use specific story elements in oral or written narratives, improving comprehension and expressive
language skills.

What are common story grammar elements included in IEP goals?
Common story grammar elements include setting, characters, initiating event, internal response, plan,
attempt, consequence, and resolution. IEP goals often focus on a student's ability to recognize and use these
elements.

Why are story grammar markers important for students with language
impairments?
Story grammar markers help students with language impairments by providing a structured framework to
organize their thoughts, improve narrative coherence, and enhance both comprehension and expressive
language abilities.



Can story grammar markers be used for goals targeting both receptive
and expressive language?
Yes, story grammar markers can be used to develop goals that improve receptive language skills, such as
understanding story elements, as well as expressive language skills, like retelling or creating stories.

How do educators measure progress on IEP goals involving story
grammar markers?
Progress can be measured through narrative assessments, checklists, or rubrics that evaluate a student's
ability to identify story elements, sequence events, and produce coherent narratives using the story
grammar framework.

Are there digital tools or apps that support story grammar marker IEP
goals?
Yes, several digital tools and apps like Story Grammar Marker® and other narrative intervention software
provide interactive ways to teach and reinforce story grammar elements aligned with IEP goals.

What strategies can be used to teach story grammar markers effectively?
Effective strategies include using graphic organizers, modeling story retelling, explicit teaching of story
elements, incorporating visuals, and providing repeated practice with feedback to reinforce understanding.

Additional Resources
1. Story Grammar Marker®: A Guide to Narrative Development
This book introduces the Story Grammar Marker® (SGM) tool, designed to improve narrative
comprehension and expression. It provides educators and therapists with strategies to help students identify
and organize story elements such as setting, characters, and events. The guide includes practical activities
and examples to support IEP goals focused on narrative skills.

2. Teaching Story Grammar: Strategies for Language Development
Focused on helping speech-language pathologists and educators, this book offers methods to teach story
grammar components effectively. It emphasizes the use of visual supports and story maps to enhance
students' understanding and retelling of stories. The text aligns with IEP objectives targeting improved
narrative structure and language use.

3. Building Narrative Skills: Story Grammar Marker® in Practice
This resource showcases real-world applications of the Story Grammar Marker® in classrooms and therapy
sessions. It details step-by-step approaches to scaffold narrative skills for diverse learners, including those



with language impairments. The book supports setting measurable IEP goals related to story
comprehension and production.

4. Language Intervention Strategies for Students with Narrative Difficulties
Designed for professionals working with students who struggle with storytelling, this book presents
targeted interventions to address narrative deficits. It integrates story grammar concepts to help students
organize and express their ideas coherently. The strategies provided are easily adaptable to individual IEP
plans.

5. Enhancing Narrative Skills Through Story Grammar Marker®
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the Story Grammar Marker® tool and its impact on
language development. It includes case studies and assessment tools to monitor progress in narrative
abilities. Educators can use the book to create customized IEP goals focused on improving students' story
comprehension and retelling.

6. Developing Storytelling and Comprehension in Special Education
Targeting special education settings, this book emphasizes the importance of narrative skills for academic
success. It incorporates story grammar markers as a framework for teaching students how to structure and
understand stories. The text provides practical lesson plans that align with IEP objectives.

7. Narrative Language Intervention: A Classroom-Based Approach
This book outlines classroom-friendly strategies to support students' narrative language growth. It
highlights the use of story grammar markers to facilitate organization and recall of story elements. Teachers
will find tools to set and measure IEP goals related to narrative competence.

8. Story Grammar Marker® and Social Communication: Linking Narratives to Interaction
Exploring the connection between storytelling and social skills, this book demonstrates how narrative
frameworks aid pragmatic language development. It discusses how improving story grammar can enhance
students' conversational abilities and peer interactions. The resource is valuable for IEP planning targeting
both language and social communication goals.

9. Interactive Storytelling: Using Story Grammar Marker® for Language Therapy
This text focuses on interactive and engaging storytelling techniques utilizing the Story Grammar
Marker®. It encourages active participation and dialogue to build narrative competence in therapy sessions.
The book includes customizable activities that address specific IEP goals related to expressive and receptive
language skills.
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