
strategies to teach reading
comprehension
strategies to teach reading comprehension are essential tools in fostering students'
ability to understand, interpret, and analyze texts effectively. Developing strong reading
comprehension skills is critical for academic success across all subjects and for lifelong
learning. This article explores various proven methods and instructional techniques that
educators can employ to enhance students' comprehension abilities. From activating prior
knowledge to employing graphic organizers, these approaches target different aspects of
comprehension to support diverse learners. Additionally, integrating questioning
strategies and vocabulary development plays a vital role in deepening understanding. The
following sections provide a comprehensive overview of effective strategies to teach
reading comprehension, designed to improve engagement and achievement in reading.

Activating Prior Knowledge and Building Background

Using Graphic Organizers for Comprehension

Implementing Questioning Techniques

Teaching Vocabulary to Support Understanding

Modeling and Guided Practice

Employing Summarization Strategies

Encouraging Metacognitive Skills

Activating Prior Knowledge and Building
Background
One of the fundamental strategies to teach reading comprehension involves activating
students' prior knowledge and building relevant background information. This approach
connects new content to what learners already know, enabling them to make meaningful
associations and better understand the text.

Connecting to Students' Experiences
Engaging students by linking reading material to their personal experiences or familiar
topics helps create a context for comprehension. This connection primes the brain to
anticipate information and facilitates deeper engagement with the text.



Pre-Teaching Content and Concepts
Introducing key concepts, themes, or vocabulary before reading provides students with a
framework that supports comprehension. This preparatory step reduces confusion and
allows learners to focus on meaning rather than decoding unfamiliar content.

Strategies for Activating Background Knowledge

Discussion prompts related to the text’s theme

Brainstorming sessions to elicit prior knowledge

Use of K-W-L charts (What I Know, Want to Know, Learned)

Previewing titles, headings, and images

Using Graphic Organizers for Comprehension
Graphic organizers are visual tools that help students organize information, identify
relationships, and summarize content, making them effective strategies to teach reading
comprehension. They support learners in structuring their thoughts and improving recall.

Types of Graphic Organizers
Different graphic organizers serve various comprehension purposes, such as sequencing
events, comparing and contrasting ideas, or mapping cause and effect.

Story maps for narrative structure

Venn diagrams for comparing concepts

Cause and effect charts

Concept maps for thematic connections

KWL charts for tracking learning progress

Implementing Graphic Organizers in Instruction
Teachers can introduce graphic organizers during or after reading to guide students in
identifying key information and organizing their understanding effectively. This strategy



also supports learners with diverse needs by providing a concrete visual representation of
abstract ideas.

Implementing Questioning Techniques
Questioning is a dynamic strategy to teach reading comprehension that encourages active
engagement and critical thinking. Through strategic questioning, students learn to analyze
texts, infer meanings, and evaluate information.

Types of Questions to Foster Comprehension
Effective questions span various cognitive levels, from literal recall to higher-order
thinking, promoting a comprehensive understanding of the text.

Literal questions: Focus on explicit facts and details

Inferential questions: Require reading between the lines

Evaluative questions: Encourage judgment and opinion

Analytical questions: Involve breaking down information into parts

Techniques for Classroom Questioning
Teachers can use strategies such as think-pair-share, Socratic questioning, and reciprocal
teaching to engage students in meaningful dialogue and reflection about texts, thereby
enhancing comprehension skills.

Teaching Vocabulary to Support Understanding
Vocabulary knowledge is a critical component of reading comprehension. Explicitly
teaching new words and phrases helps students decode complex texts and grasp nuanced
meanings.

Direct Vocabulary Instruction
Introducing and explaining target vocabulary before reading prepares students to
recognize and understand key terms within the text, reducing barriers to comprehension.



Contextual Vocabulary Learning
Encouraging students to infer word meanings from context promotes independent
vocabulary acquisition and supports comprehension during natural reading experiences.

Strategies for Vocabulary Development

Using semantic maps to explore word relationships

Teaching prefixes, suffixes, and root words

Incorporating word walls and flashcards

Engaging students in word-learning games and activities

Modeling and Guided Practice
Modeling reading strategies and providing guided practice are essential strategies to
teach reading comprehension effectively. Demonstrating how to approach a text helps
students internalize comprehension techniques.

Think-Alouds
Teachers verbalize their thought process while reading aloud, illustrating how to make
predictions, ask questions, and clarify confusing parts. This transparent approach
demystifies comprehension strategies.

Shared Reading and Collaborative Activities
Guided reading sessions with teacher support allow students to practice comprehension
strategies in a scaffolded environment, gradually building independence.

Gradual Release of Responsibility
This instructional model shifts the cognitive load from teacher to student through phases
of modeling, guided practice, and independent application, ensuring mastery of
comprehension skills.



Employing Summarization Strategies
Summarization is a powerful strategy to teach reading comprehension by encouraging
students to distill essential information and articulate understanding concisely.

Techniques for Effective Summarization
Teaching students to identify main ideas, supporting details, and key themes aids in
constructing accurate summaries that reflect comprehension.

Using graphic organizers like summary frames

Encouraging paraphrasing rather than copying text

Practicing writing brief summaries after reading sessions

Engaging in oral summarization to reinforce understanding

Encouraging Metacognitive Skills
Metacognition involves awareness and regulation of one’s own thinking processes.
Teaching students to monitor their comprehension and employ fix-up strategies improves
reading outcomes.

Self-Monitoring Techniques
Students learn to recognize confusion, re-read passages, and ask clarifying questions as
part of active comprehension management.

Reflection and Strategy Adjustment
Encouraging learners to reflect on which strategies work best for them fosters
adaptability and lifelong reading skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some effective strategies to teach reading



comprehension to elementary students?
Effective strategies include activating prior knowledge, teaching vocabulary explicitly,
using graphic organizers, asking guided questions, and encouraging summarization and
retelling.

How can teachers use questioning techniques to
improve reading comprehension?
Teachers can use questioning techniques such as asking open-ended questions, promoting
higher-order thinking questions (analyzing, evaluating), and encouraging students to ask
their own questions to deepen understanding.

What role does vocabulary instruction play in reading
comprehension strategies?
Vocabulary instruction is crucial because understanding key words and phrases helps
students make sense of the text, improving overall comprehension. Explicit teaching of
new vocabulary supports decoding and meaning-making.

How can graphic organizers support reading
comprehension in students?
Graphic organizers visually represent relationships among ideas in a text, helping students
organize information, identify main ideas and details, and see connections, which
enhances comprehension.

Why is teaching students to summarize important for
reading comprehension?
Summarizing helps students distill the main ideas and key details from a text, reinforcing
understanding and retention, and allowing them to check their comprehension.

How can differentiated instruction be applied to
teaching reading comprehension?
Differentiated instruction involves tailoring strategies such as text complexity, scaffolding,
and questioning levels to meet diverse learners' needs, ensuring all students can access
and comprehend texts effectively.

What is the benefit of using think-aloud strategies in
teaching reading comprehension?
Think-aloud strategies model the cognitive processes involved in comprehension, making
students aware of how to monitor understanding, make predictions, and clarify confusion
while reading.



Additional Resources
1. Strategies That Work: Teaching Comprehension for Understanding and Engagement
This book by Stephanie Harvey and Anne Goudvis provides practical, research-based
strategies for teaching reading comprehension. It focuses on helping students think deeply
about texts through methods such as questioning, summarizing, and visualizing. The
authors emphasize engagement and understanding, making it a valuable resource for
educators at various levels.

2. Reading Strategies Book: Your Everything Guide to Developing Skilled Readers
Written by Jennifer Serravallo, this comprehensive guide offers a wide array of targeted
strategies to improve reading comprehension. It includes step-by-step instructions and
examples to help teachers support students with diverse needs. The book is organized by
skill level and strategy type, making it easy to customize instruction.

3. Teaching Reading in Small Groups: Differentiated Instruction for Building Strategic,
Independent Readers
By Jennifer Serravallo, this book focuses on small group instruction tailored to students’
unique comprehension needs. It offers strategies, lesson plans, and assessment tools to
help teachers foster strategic reading habits. The book is designed to cultivate
independence and confidence in young readers.

4. Notice and Note: Strategies for Close Reading
Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst introduce six signposts that help students engage
deeply with texts. The book presents practical strategies for teaching close reading and
critical thinking skills. It is ideal for educators seeking to improve students’ analytical
comprehension abilities through structured inquiry.

5. Comprehension Connections: Bridges to Strategic Reading
Tanny McGregor’s book explores visual and kinesthetic strategies to help students make
connections with texts. It blends theory with classroom practices to enhance
comprehension through graphic organizers and interactive activities. The book
encourages students to visualize and interact with texts to improve understanding.

6. Reading Comprehension Strategies: Theories, Interventions, and Technologies
Edited by Danielle S. McNamara, this collection delves into the science behind effective
reading comprehension instruction. It covers theoretical frameworks, evidence-based
interventions, and technological tools that support comprehension development. The book
is suitable for educators and researchers interested in cutting-edge approaches.

7. The Daily 5: Fostering Literacy Independence in the Elementary Grades
Authors Gail Boushey and Joan Moser introduce a framework that promotes daily reading
practice and comprehension. The book emphasizes student choice and independence
through five key literacy tasks. It provides strategies to build stamina and engagement,
making it easier to incorporate comprehension work into daily routines.

8. Explicit Instruction: Effective and Efficient Teaching
By Anita L. Archer and Charles A. Hughes, this book highlights the importance of clear,
direct teaching methods for reading comprehension. It outlines steps for designing lessons
that build comprehension skills through modeling, guided practice, and feedback. This
resource is valuable for teachers aiming to implement structured and systematic



instruction.

9. Texts and Lessons for Content-Area Reading
Harvey Daniels and Steven Zemelman offer strategies and materials for teaching reading
comprehension across different subject areas. The book includes lesson plans and text
selections designed to improve students’ ability to comprehend complex informational
texts. It supports content teachers in integrating literacy instruction with their curriculum.
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