study guide for the musical newsies

study guide for the musical newsies provides an in-depth resource designed to enhance
understanding and appreciation of this dynamic Broadway production. This guide covers key
elements including the historical context of the Newsboys’ Strike of 1899, detailed character
analyses, thematic explorations, and an overview of the musical’s score and choreography.
Additionally, it offers insights into the production’s development, its cultural impact, and
suggestions for classroom and group discussions. Whether used by students, educators, or theater
enthusiasts, this comprehensive study guide for the musical Newsies aims to illuminate the artistic
and educational value of the show. The following sections will outline the main components essential
for a thorough examination of this musical masterpiece.

 Historical Context of Newsies

e Plot Summary and Structure

e Character Analysis

e Themes and Motifs

e Musical Score and Choreography

e Production History and Impact

¢ Discussion Questions and Activities

Historical Context of Newsies

Understanding the historical backdrop is crucial in a study guide for the musical Newsies. The story
is based on the real-life Newsboys’ Strike of 1899 in New York City, a pivotal labor dispute involving
young newspaper sellers fighting for fair wages and working conditions. This section delves into the
socio-economic environment of the late 19th century, detailing child labor practices and the rise of
union movements. It also highlights the significance of the strike in the broader history of labor
rights in America.

The Newsboys’ Strike of 1899

The strike was initiated by newsboys who were required to purchase newspapers upfront from
publishers, bearing the risk of unsold copies. When publishers increased prices, the newsies
organized to protest the hike, leading to a widespread strike that affected major newspapers. This
historical event exemplifies themes of youth activism and collective bargaining, which are central to
the musical’s narrative.



Child Labor and Urban Life

The study guide addresses the harsh realities faced by working children during this era. Many
newsies were orphans or came from impoverished families, working long hours in hazardous
conditions. This context provides a foundation for understanding the characters’ motivations and the
urgency behind their fight for justice.

Plot Summary and Structure

A clear synopsis of the musical’s plot is essential in a study guide for the musical Newsies. The
narrative follows Jack Kelly, a charismatic newsboy who becomes the leader of the strike, as he
navigates challenges from rival newsboys, newspaper magnates, and his own aspirations. The story
is structured into two acts that combine dramatic tension with uplifting musical numbers.

Act One Overview

The first act establishes the setting, introduces key characters, and culminates in the decision to
strike following the publishers’ price increase. It lays the groundwork for the conflict and builds
momentum through energetic ensemble scenes and character-driven songs.

Act Two Overview

The second act focuses on the strike’s progression, the newsies’ struggle to maintain solidarity, and
the ultimate resolution that leads to improved conditions. Themes of perseverance, friendship, and
social justice come to the forefront as the climax unfolds.

Character Analysis

This section of the study guide for the musical Newsies explores the primary and secondary
characters, their development, and their roles within the story. Understanding these characters is
pivotal for grasping the emotional and thematic depth of the production.

Jack Kelly

Jack serves as the protagonist and charismatic leader of the newsboys. His internal conflict between
pursuing his dreams and leading the strike adds complexity to his character. Jack embodies themes
of leadership, responsibility, and the struggle for identity.

Katherine Plumber

Katherine is a determined young reporter who supports the newsies’ cause. Her role highlights
themes of empowerment and social change, as well as the importance of media in shaping public
opinion.



Supporting Characters

The ensemble includes diverse characters such as Davey and Crutchie, who represent different
facets of the newsies’ community. Their individual stories contribute to the broader narrative and
thematic richness.

Themes and Motifs

Exploring the central themes and recurring motifs enhances comprehension and critical analysis in a
study guide for the musical Newsies. The production addresses issues relevant both historically and
in contemporary contexts.

Labor Rights and Social Justice

The musical’s core theme focuses on the fight for fair labor practices and the empowerment of
marginalized youth. It portrays collective action as a means to challenge injustice.

Dreams and Ambitions

Characters grapple with personal dreams and the sacrifices required to achieve them. This motif
underscores the tension between individual desires and communal responsibilities.

Friendship and Solidarity

The bonds between the newsies emphasize loyalty and the strength found in unity. This theme is
pivotal in driving the narrative and motivating character actions.

Musical Score and Choreography

The study guide for the musical Newsies includes an examination of the show’s musical elements
and choreography, which are integral to its storytelling and emotional impact.

Musical Style and Key Songs

The score, composed by Alan Menken with lyrics by Jack Feldman, blends energetic, Broadway-style
numbers with period-appropriate influences. Songs like “Seize the Day” and “Santa Fe” highlight
character development and plot progression.

Choreography and Movement

Choreography plays a critical role in conveying the newsies’ youthful energy and the intensity of



their struggle. The dynamic dance sequences reinforce the themes of rebellion and camaraderie.

Production History and Impact

Understanding the production history provides insight into the musical’s evolution and cultural
significance, an important aspect of this study guide for the musical Newsies.

Broadway Debut and Reception

Newsies premiered on Broadway in 2012, receiving critical acclaim for its vibrant performances and
engaging story. Its success led to national tours and a dedicated fan base, solidifying its place in
modern musical theater.

Cultural and Educational Impact

The musical has been embraced for its educational value, inspiring discussions on labor history and
youth activism. It continues to be a popular choice for school productions and community theaters.

Discussion Questions and Activities

To facilitate deeper engagement, this study guide for the musical Newsies suggests thought-
provoking questions and interactive activities suitable for classrooms and study groups.

Discussion Questions

e What motivates the newsboys to organize and strike against the publishers?
e How does Jack Kelly’s character evolve throughout the musical?

e In what ways do the themes of labor rights and social justice resonate today?
e How does the musical use song and dance to enhance storytelling?

e What role does media, represented by Katherine Plumber, play in the newsies’ struggle?

Suggested Activities

e Research and present on the historical Newsboys’ Strike of 1899.

e Create a character diary from the perspective of a newsie.



e Analyze the lyrics of a key song and discuss its thematic significance.
e Design a set or costume concept inspired by the musical’s setting.

e Organize a debate on child labor laws then and now.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the musical Newsies about?

Newsies is a musical inspired by the real-life Newsboys Strike of 1899 in New York City, focusing on
a group of young newspaper sellers who stand up against powerful newspaper publishers for fair
treatment and better wages.

Who wrote the music and lyrics for Newsies?

The music for Newsies was composed by Alan Menken, with lyrics by Jack Feldman.

What are some key themes to focus on in a study guide for
Newsies?

Key themes include social justice, the power of collective action, youth empowerment, friendship,
and the struggle against corruption and exploitation.

Which characters should be highlighted in a Newsies study
guide?

Important characters to highlight include Jack Kelly, the leader of the newsies; Katherine Plumber, a
reporter; Davey and Crutchie, Jack's friends; and Joseph Pulitzer, the antagonist newspaper
publisher.

How can one use the songs in Newsies to enhance
understanding of the story?

Songs like "Seize the Day," "Santa Fe," and "King of New York" express characters' motivations and
emotions, helping to deepen the audience's connection to the story and its themes.

What historical context is important when studying Newsies?

Understanding the economic conditions of the late 19th century, child labor, the rise of newspapers,
and the significance of the 1899 Newsboys Strike provides important background for the musical.



Are there any recommended activities for students using a
Newsies study guide?

Recommended activities include analyzing character development, discussing the impact of the
strike, exploring the musical's historical accuracy, and performing scenes or songs to better grasp
the narrative and themes.

Additional Resources

1. Newsies Study Guide: Unlocking the Broadway Phenomenon

This comprehensive guide delves into the history, themes, and characters of the musical Newsies. It
offers detailed scene analyses, character breakdowns, and discussion questions to deepen
understanding. Perfect for students and educators preparing for performances or academic study.

2. Behind the Headlines: A Study Companion for Newsies

Explore the real-life newsboy strike of 1899 alongside the musical adaptation in this insightful
companion. The book provides context on the era, thematic explorations, and activities designed to
engage readers with the material. It also includes musical number breakdowns and key lyric
interpretations.

3. Newsies Script and Study Workbook

This edition includes the full script of Newsies accompanied by a workbook filled with exercises and
quizzes. It encourages readers to analyze character motivations, plot development, and historical
background. Ideal for classroom use and group study sessions.

4. The Making of Newsies: Study Guide and Production Notes

Gain a behind-the-scenes look at the creation and staging of Newsies with this detailed guide. It
covers choreography, set design, and costume insights, alongside study questions that challenge
readers to think critically about production choices. A valuable resource for theatre students and
enthusiasts.

5. Newsies: Themes and Motifs Study Guide

Focusing on the central themes such as social justice, friendship, and perseverance, this guide
breaks down how these ideas are conveyed through the story and music. It offers essay prompts and
group discussion topics to facilitate deeper engagement. Suitable for literary and drama classes.

6. Performing Newsies: Actor’s Study Guide

Designed specifically for performers, this guide provides tips on character development, vocal
techniques, and movement specific to Newsies. It includes exercises to embody the newsboys’ spirit
and analyze their relationships. A must-have for actors preparing for auditions or roles.

7. Historical Perspectives on Newsies: Study and Context

This book places the musical within its historical framework, offering detailed accounts of the
newsboy strike and child labor issues of the time. It includes primary source excerpts and questions
that prompt critical thinking about historical accuracy and artistic license. Great for history and
theatre interdisciplinary studies.

8. Newsies Music and Lyrics Study Guide
Dive into the musical score and lyrics with this guide that explains the significance of each song and



its role in storytelling. It breaks down musical styles and how they reflect character emotions and
plot progression. Useful for music students and those interested in musical theatre composition.

9. Classroom Guide to Teaching Newsies

This resource provides lesson plans, activities, and assessment ideas tailored for educators teaching
the musical Newsies. It emphasizes collaborative learning and creative expression, helping students
connect with the material on multiple levels. An essential tool for drama teachers and curriculum
planners.
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