takin it to the streets chords

takin it to the streets chords are essential for musicians and guitarists aiming to master this
classic soul and funk tune originally performed by The Doobie Brothers. Known for its catchy melody
and rhythmic groove, this song offers a great opportunity to explore chord progressions and
strumming techniques that define 1970s funk-rock music. This article provides a detailed breakdown
of the takin it to the streets chords, including the main chord shapes, variations, and useful tips for
playing the song authentically. Whether you are a beginner looking to learn the basics or an
experienced player interested in refining your performance, understanding these chords is crucial.
Additionally, this guide covers the song’s structure, rhythm patterns, and common embellishments,
ensuring a comprehensive learning experience. The following sections will delve into the chord charts,
strumming patterns, and practical advice to help you play takin it to the streets with confidence and
style.

e Understanding the Basic Chords in Takin It to the Streets
e Chord Progressions and Song Structure

e Strumming Patterns and Rhythm Techniques

e Advanced Chord Variations and Embellishments

e Tips for Playing Takin It to the Streets on Guitar

Understanding the Basic Chords in Takin It to the
Streets

The foundation of takin it to the streets chords lies in several key chords that create the song’s
distinctive groove. These chords are straightforward yet effective, making the song accessible to
guitarists of various skill levels. Primarily, the song revolves around major and minor chords that fit
within the funk and soul genre.

Key Chords Used

The main chords featured in takin it to the streets include:

e Fmaj7 - A smooth major seventh chord that adds a jazzy flavor.
e Gm7 - A minor seventh chord providing a mellow, soulful tone.
e Am7 - Another minor seventh chord that complements the progression.

e C7 - A dominant seventh chord adding tension and release.



e Bbmaj7 - A major seventh chord that enriches the harmonic palette.

These chords are commonly played in open or barre forms to achieve the correct tonal quality.
Mastering these chord shapes is the first step toward accurately playing takin it to the streets.

Chord Diagrams and Finger Placement

For accurate sound reproduction, correct finger placement is vital. The Fmaj7 chord, for example, is
typically played with the index finger on the first fret of the B string, middle finger on the second fret
of the G string, and ring finger on the third fret of the D string. The Gm7 chord involves barring the
third fret and adding fingers on the fifth fret of the A string for a fuller sound. These fingerings
facilitate smooth transitions between chords, which is essential for maintaining the song’s groove.

Chord Progressions and Song Structure

The chord progressions in takin it to the streets chords follow a repetitive and cyclical pattern that
emphasizes the song’s funk and soul roots. Understanding the structure assists players in anticipating
chord changes and maintaining rhythm.

Main Progression

The core progression typically moves through the following sequence:
1. Fmaj7
2. Gm7
3. Am7

4. C7

This four-chord sequence repeats throughout much of the song, creating a hypnotic groove that is
both soulful and danceable. The chorus and verses share this progression, allowing players to focus
on rhythm and expression.

Bridge and Additional Sections

During the bridge, the chord progression shifts slightly to include Bbmaj7 and C7 chords, adding
variety and tension. This section introduces a refreshing contrast to the main progression and allows
for improvisation and dynamic playing. Familiarity with these changes is essential for a complete
rendition of the song.



Strumming Patterns and Rhythm Techniques

The rhythmic feel of takin it to the streets is characterized by syncopation and groove, typical of funk
and soul music. The takin it to the streets chords must be played with a specific strumming pattern to
capture this essence.

Basic Strumming Pattern

A common strumming pattern for this song involves a combination of downstrokes and muted
upstrokes to create a percussive effect:

e Downstroke on the beat
e Muted upstroke off the beat

e Emphasis on the second and fourth beats

This pattern helps maintain the song’s lively and rhythmic pulse. Palm muting techniques can be
applied to mute the strings slightly during upstrokes, contributing to the characteristic funk sound.

Incorporating Ghost Notes and Percussive Elements

To replicate the groove authentically, players often include ghost notes and percussive hits on the
strings. These subtle muted strums add texture and dynamic range, emphasizing the syncopated
rhythm. Techniques such as lightly resting the palm near the bridge or using the fretting hand to
mute strings between chords enhance the overall feel.

Advanced Chord Variations and Embellishments

Beyond the basic takin it to the streets chords, there are numerous chord variations and
embellishments that experienced players use to enrich their sound. These include adding extensions,
slides, and hammer-ons.

Chord Extensions and Alterations

Extensions such as ninths and elevenths can be incorporated to add complexity. For example, playing
an Fmaj9 instead of Fmaj7 introduces an extra layer of harmony. Similarly, Gm9 or Am11 chords can
replace their simpler counterparts to achieve a jazzier tone.

Slides and Hammer-ons

Slides between chord positions and hammer-ons on single strings within chords contribute to a more
fluid and expressive style. These techniques are especially useful during transitions and instrumental



breaks, adding emotional depth and enhancing the groove.

Tips for Playing Takin It to the Streets on Guitar

Mastering the takin it to the streets chords requires attention to timing, feel, and tone. The following
tips can help players achieve an authentic performance.

Practice Slow and Build Up Speed

Begin by learning the chord shapes and progressions slowly, focusing on smooth transitions.
Gradually increase tempo while maintaining accuracy and rhythm to capture the song’s groove.

Use a Clean, Warm Tone

The song benefits from a clean guitar tone with slight warmth and minimal distortion. Adjusting
amplifier settings or using an acoustic-electric guitar can help achieve this sound.

Focus on Groove and Dynamics

Pay close attention to the rhythmic nuances and dynamics within the strumming pattern. Emphasizing
the backbeat and using palm muting effectively enhances the funk feel.

Incorporate Listening and Play Along

Listening to original recordings and playing along helps internalize the timing and phrasing. This
practice improves musicality and ensures a faithful rendition of takin it to the streets chords.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords for ‘'Takin' It to the Streets' by The
Doobie Brothers?

The basic chords for 'Takin' It to the Streets' are primarily A minor (Am), D minor (Dm), G major (G), C
major (C), and F major (F). These chords follow the soulful and jazzy vibe of the song.

Which chord progression is used in the intro of ‘Takin' It to
the Streets'?

The intro chord progression typically alternates between Am7 and Dm7, setting the groove for the
rest of the song.



Are there any barre chords in 'Takin' It to the Streets' for
guitar players?

Yes, barre chords like F major and Bm7 are often used in 'Takin' It to the Streets' to capture the
song’s full harmonic texture.

Is there a capo needed to play 'Takin' It to the Streets' in the
original key?

No capo is required when playing 'Takin' It to the Streets' in its original key of G minor/A minor mode,
depending on the arrangement, but some players use a capo for easier chord shapes.

How can | play the soulful vibe of 'Takin' It to the Streets’
chords on guitar?

To capture the soulful vibe, use seventh chords like Am7, Dm7, and G7, and incorporate smooth
chord transitions and syncopated strumming patterns.

Are there any prominent chord variations or extensions used
in 'Takin' It to the Streets'?

Yes, the song features extended chords such as Am7, Dm7, and G13, which add a jazzy and funky
feel to the progression.

Where can | find accurate 'Takin' It to the Streets' chord
charts and tabs?

Accurate chord charts and tabs for 'Takin' It to the Streets' can be found on websites like Ultimate
Guitar, Songsterr, and official sheet music providers.

Additional Resources

1. Mastering Street Style Guitar: Chords and Techniques

This book delves into the art of playing guitar with a street vibe, focusing on chord progressions and
strumming patterns commonly used in urban music. It covers various genres that thrive in street
performances, including funk, soul, and reggae, helping musicians capture authentic street sounds.
Readers will find practical exercises to enhance rhythm and chord transitions.

2. The Ultimate Guide to Funk and Soul Guitar Chords

Explore the intricate world of funk and soul guitar with this comprehensive guide. The book breaks
down complex chord shapes and rhythms that are essential for songs like "Takin' It to the Streets." It
also includes song analyses and practice tips to help guitarists develop a groove-oriented playing
style.

3. Street Music Essentials: Chords, Riffs, and Rhythms
Designed for guitarists who want to bring energy to street performances, this book covers essential



chords, riffs, and rhythms. It emphasizes the importance of timing and feel, with examples from iconic
street anthems. The book includes notation and tablature for easy learning.

4. Rhythm Guitar for Urban Grooves

Focusing on rhythm guitar techniques, this book teaches how to create compelling chord patterns
that drive urban music genres. It includes lessons on syncopation, muting, and dynamics, crucial for
songs like "Takin' It to the Streets." Practical exercises help players internalize groove-based chord
progressions.

5. Funk Guitar Chords and Progressions Made Simple

This beginner-friendly book simplifies funk guitar chords and progressions, making them accessible to
all skill levels. It features step-by-step instructions for playing popular funk tunes, including
breakdowns of signature chord voicings. Readers will build confidence in their chord changes and
rhythm playing.

6. Groove Theory: Understanding Chord Structures in Street Music

An analytical approach to the chord structures found in street music, this book explores theory behind
popular songs like "Takin' It to the Streets." It explains modal interchange, chord extensions, and
substitutions, enhancing the guitarist’s ability to improvise and compose. The book balances theory
with practical application.

7. Urban Guitar Techniques: From Chords to Soloing

This book bridges the gap between chordal rhythm playing and lead guitar techniques within urban
music contexts. It guides players through chordal foundations before progressing to soloing methods
that complement street-style grooves. Exercises focus on blending rhythm and lead parts seamlessly.

8. Takin' It to the Streets: A Guitarist’s Songbook

Dedicated to the iconic song and its stylistic relatives, this songbook provides chord charts, tabs, and
performance notes. It offers insights into the song’s arrangement and tips for capturing its soulful
essence on guitar. Perfect for guitarists aiming to perform classic street anthems authentically.

9. Street Groove Guitar: Playing with Feel and Expression

This book emphasizes the emotional and expressive aspects of street-style guitar playing. It teaches
how to use dynamics, articulation, and chord voicings to convey mood and energy. Through detailed
examples and exercises, players learn to take their playing to the streets with confidence and soul.
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