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taking sides by gary soto is a compelling short story that explores themes of cultural
identity, family loyalty, and the challenges of adolescence. This narrative, written by
renowned author Gary Soto, delves into the inner conflict of a young boy torn between his
father and uncle, symbolizing broader struggles within family dynamics and cultural
expectations. The story is notable for its vivid portrayal of Mexican-American life and the
nuanced depiction of choosing allegiances in complicated situations. Readers and students
often analyze "Taking Sides" for its rich thematic content, character development, and the
use of literary devices that enhance the storytelling. This article will provide an in-depth
analysis of the story, including its plot summary, thematic exploration, character insights,
and its significance in contemporary literature. The discussion will also highlight the cultural
context and the educational value of Gary Soto’s work. Following this introduction, an
organized table of contents will guide readers through the various sections of the article.
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Plot Summary of Taking Sides by Gary Soto
"Taking Sides" by Gary Soto centers on a young boy who faces a difficult choice between
supporting his father or his uncle during a family dispute. The story is set against the
backdrop of a Mexican-American community, emphasizing family ties and cultural
traditions. As the narrative unfolds, the protagonist grapples with his emotions and
loyalties, reflecting the universal theme of personal conflict within familial relationships.
Soto’s concise storytelling captures the tension and complexity of the boy’s dilemma
without relying on extensive exposition, making the plot both engaging and thought-
provoking.

Key Events in the Story
The story begins with the narrator witnessing a confrontation between his father and uncle,
which forces him to pick a side. Throughout the narrative, the boy’s internal struggle is
portrayed through his observations and reflections. The climax occurs when the protagonist
must make a decision that reveals his values and priorities. The resolution provides insight



into the consequences of his choice and the impact on family dynamics.

The initial family conflict

The protagonist’s internal debate

The pivotal moment of choosing sides

The aftermath and family reactions

Themes and Motifs in Taking Sides
Gary Soto’s "Taking Sides" explores several central themes that resonate with readers
across cultural boundaries. The story highlights the theme of loyalty and betrayal, as the
protagonist must navigate the complexities of supporting family members who are at odds.
Another significant theme is the struggle for identity, particularly within the context of
cultural heritage and personal beliefs. The story also touches on the challenges of
adolescence, illustrating the difficulty of making decisions that define one’s moral compass.

Exploration of Loyalty and Family Conflict
Loyalty is a dominant theme in "Taking Sides," reflecting the protagonist’s dilemma in
choosing between his father and uncle. This conflict represents broader issues of trust and
allegiance, common in family disputes. Soto uses this theme to examine how loyalty can
both unite and divide individuals within a family.

Identity and Cultural Heritage
The story subtly addresses the protagonist’s cultural environment, emphasizing how his
Mexican-American background influences his perceptions and decisions. The motif of
cultural identity is woven into the narrative, underscoring the importance of tradition and
community values in shaping personal choices.

Adolescence and Moral Decision-Making
"Taking Sides" portrays the complexities of adolescence, where the protagonist confronts
moral ambiguity and the consequences of his actions. This theme highlights the universal
experience of growing up and the responsibility that accompanies maturity.



Character Analysis
The characters in "Taking Sides" are carefully crafted to embody the story’s themes and
emotional depth. The protagonist, though unnamed, serves as the focal point for the
narrative’s exploration of loyalty and identity. His father and uncle represent opposing
forces, each with distinct personalities and values that challenge the boy’s allegiances.

The Protagonist
The narrator is a young boy caught in the middle of familial tension. His internal conflict is
central to the story, showcasing his vulnerability and growth. Through his perspective,
readers gain insight into the emotional turmoil involved in taking sides within a divided
family.

The Father
The father is portrayed as a figure of authority and tradition. His character embodies
responsibility and the expectations placed upon the protagonist. The father’s stance in the
family conflict reflects the pressures of maintaining honor and respect within the cultural
framework.

The Uncle
The uncle contrasts with the father, representing an alternative viewpoint and approach to
the family dispute. His character challenges the protagonist’s loyalties and introduces
complexity to the decision-making process. The uncle’s role highlights the multifaceted
nature of family relationships.

Cultural and Social Context
Understanding the cultural and social context of "Taking Sides" is essential for appreciating
the depth of Gary Soto’s narrative. The story is set within a Mexican-American community,
where family honor and cultural traditions play a significant role in daily life. This context
informs the characters’ motivations and the protagonist’s internal conflict.

Mexican-American Cultural Influences
The cultural backdrop of the story reflects the values and expectations prevalent in
Mexican-American families. Themes such as respect for elders, familial loyalty, and
community reputation are integral to the plot. Gary Soto’s authentic depiction of this
cultural setting enriches the story and provides readers with a nuanced understanding of
the protagonist’s world.



Social Dynamics and Family Expectations
The social environment in "Taking Sides" highlights the pressures faced by individuals to
conform to family expectations. The protagonist’s dilemma is intensified by the cultural
emphasis on unity and solidarity, making his choice particularly challenging. This social
context underscores the story’s exploration of conflict and resolution within families.

Literary Techniques Used by Gary Soto
Gary Soto employs several literary techniques in "Taking Sides" that enhance the story’s
emotional impact and thematic depth. His use of concise language, symbolism, and
imagery contributes to the effectiveness of the narrative.

Concise and Evocative Language
Soto’s writing style is characterized by brevity and clarity, which allows readers to engage
deeply with the protagonist’s emotions without unnecessary elaboration. This economical
use of language makes the story accessible while maintaining its literary richness.

Symbolism and Imagery
The story contains symbolic elements that represent the protagonist’s internal struggle and
the broader family conflict. Imagery related to cultural objects and settings further
contextualizes the narrative, providing layers of meaning beyond the surface plot.

Point of View and Narrative Voice
The first-person perspective offers an intimate glimpse into the protagonist’s thoughts and
feelings, fostering empathy and understanding. Soto’s narrative voice is authentic and
reflective, capturing the nuances of adolescent experience and cultural identity.

Educational Importance and Reception
"Taking Sides" by Gary Soto is frequently included in educational curricula due to its rich
thematic content and cultural relevance. The story serves as a valuable resource for
discussions on family dynamics, cultural identity, and ethical decision-making. Its brevity
and depth make it suitable for classroom analysis and literary study.

Use in Academic Settings
Educators utilize "Taking Sides" to introduce students to complex themes within a concise
narrative framework. The story’s cultural representation also supports diversity in literature
education, encouraging students to explore perspectives different from their own.



Critical Reception and Legacy
Critics praise Gary Soto’s ability to portray authentic experiences of Mexican-American
youth with sensitivity and insight. "Taking Sides" continues to be recognized for its
contribution to multicultural literature and its role in fostering empathy and cultural
understanding.

Discussion Topics for Students

The significance of loyalty in family relationships

How cultural background influences personal decisions

The challenges of adolescence depicted in the story

The impact of family conflict on individual identity

The role of narrative perspective in shaping reader empathy

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Taking Sides' by Gary Soto?
'Taking Sides' explores themes of loyalty, identity, and the challenges of growing up as the
protagonist grapples with choosing between two conflicting worlds.

Who is the protagonist in 'Taking Sides' and what
conflict do they face?
The protagonist is a young boy who faces an internal conflict of deciding whether to support
his Mexican heritage or assimilate into the American culture around him.

How does Gary Soto use setting to enhance the story in
'Taking Sides'?
Soto uses the setting of a multicultural urban environment to highlight the cultural tensions
and identity struggles experienced by the characters.

What literary devices are prominent in 'Taking Sides'?
Gary Soto employs imagery, symbolism, and first-person narrative to convey the emotional
depth and cultural conflict in the story.



How does 'Taking Sides' reflect Gary Soto's own
experiences?
The story reflects Soto's experiences growing up in a Mexican-American community,
dealing with issues of cultural identity and belonging.

What is the significance of the title 'Taking Sides'?
The title symbolizes the protagonist's dilemma of choosing between two cultural identities
and the pressures to conform to one side.

How can 'Taking Sides' be used in a classroom setting?
'Taking Sides' can be used to discuss cultural identity, peer pressure, and the immigrant
experience, encouraging students to reflect on their own backgrounds and choices.

Additional Resources
1. Living Up the Street by Gary Soto
This memoir by Gary Soto shares his experiences growing up in a Mexican-American
neighborhood in Fresno, California. It offers poignant and vivid depictions of childhood,
family, and cultural identity. Readers gain insight into the struggles and joys of
adolescence, making it a complementary read to "Taking Sides."

2. Baseball in April and Other Stories by Gary Soto
A collection of short stories that explore the lives of young Mexican-American boys
navigating adolescence, family, and identity. Soto’s evocative prose captures the
complexities of growing up in a bicultural environment. The themes of self-discovery and
cultural conflict connect well with those in "Taking Sides."

3. Buried Onions by Gary Soto
This novel follows the life of Eddie, a young man trying to escape the violence and poverty
of his East Los Angeles neighborhood. It explores themes of hope, survival, and the struggle
to make positive choices. Like "Taking Sides," it deals with the challenges faced by Latino
youth in America.

4. Mexican WhiteBoy by Matt de la Peña
This coming-of-age novel tells the story of a biracial teenager grappling with his identity
and place in the world. It addresses cultural tensions and personal conflicts, much like
"Taking Sides." The protagonist’s journey toward self-acceptance is both moving and
relatable.

5. Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai
A novel-in-verse about a young Vietnamese girl who immigrates to the United States after
the fall of Saigon. It explores themes of displacement, identity, and resilience. The story
shares with "Taking Sides" a focus on cultural adjustment and personal growth.

6. Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan
This historical novel follows Esperanza, a young Mexican girl who must rebuild her life in the



United States during the Great Depression. Themes of family, hardship, and adaptation are
central to the story. It complements "Taking Sides" by exploring the immigrant experience.

7. So Far from the Bamboo Grove by Yoko Kawashima Watkins
A memoir recounting a young Japanese girl's escape from Korea during World War II. It
deals with themes of survival, cultural identity, and the impact of war on youth. The book,
like "Taking Sides," offers a personal perspective on historical and cultural conflict.

8. Call Me Maria by Judith Ortiz Cofer
This novel tells the story of a Puerto Rican girl adjusting to life in the mainland United
States. It highlights issues of cultural identity, assimilation, and family ties. Readers who
appreciate the cultural dynamics in "Taking Sides" will find this story meaningful.

9. American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
A graphic novel that intertwines three stories about the Asian American experience,
stereotypes, and self-acceptance. It uses humor and myth to address serious issues related
to cultural identity. This book complements "Taking Sides" by exploring the challenges of
navigating dual identities.
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