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tartuffe by moliere full text is a classic French comedy that has been studied and enjoyed by

audiences for centuries. This article explores the complete text of Tartuffe, written by the renowned

playwright Molière, offering insights into its historical context, themes, and characters. Readers

interested in the full script will find detailed information on how the play unfolds, along with key

excerpts and analysis. The significance of Tartuffe in theatrical history and literature is also discussed,

highlighting why it remains relevant today. Additionally, this article addresses how to access and utilize

the full text for study or performance purposes. The following sections provide a comprehensive

overview of Tartuffe by Molière, its full text, and its enduring cultural impact.
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Overview of Tartuffe by Molière

Tartuffe by Molière is a satirical comedy first performed in 1664. It critiques religious hypocrisy and

deceit through the story of Tartuffe, a conman who pretends to be pious to exploit a wealthy family.

Molière’s sharp wit and skillful dialogue have made Tartuffe a staple in the canon of French literature

and world theater. The full text of Tartuffe reveals a tightly woven plot enriched with humor and social

commentary. Understanding the play’s structure and language is essential for appreciating its artistic

and historical value.

Significance of the Play

The play’s impact extends beyond entertainment; Tartuffe by Molière full text serves as a powerful

critique of societal norms and the misuse of religion. It challenges audiences to question appearances

and authority, making it a timeless work. Molière’s clever use of comedic elements combined with

serious themes exemplifies his mastery as a playwright.

Language and Style

Written in verse, Tartuffe employs rhymed alexandrine couplets, characteristic of French classical

theater. This lyrical form adds rhythm and elegance, enhancing the dramatic effect. The play’s

language is both accessible and sophisticated, allowing it to resonate across different audiences and

eras.

Historical Context and Controversy



Tartuffe by Molière full text emerged during a period of religious and political tension in 17th-century

France. The play’s satirical portrayal of religious hypocrisy sparked significant controversy, leading to

censorship and multiple bans shortly after its debut. Understanding this background is crucial to

grasping the play’s boldness and its reception by contemporary audiences.

Religious Climate of 17th-Century France

The Catholic Church wielded considerable influence, and critiques of religious figures were often met

with resistance. Tartuffe’s depiction of a fraudulent holy man challenged the sanctity of religious

authority, provoking outrage among powerful groups.

Censorship and Revisions

Following initial performances, Tartuffe faced prohibition by royal decree. Molière revised the text

multiple times to appease censors, balancing artistic integrity with political realities. These revisions

affected the play’s content and presentation but preserved its core message.

Plot Summary of Tartuffe

The narrative of Tartuffe by Molière full text revolves around Orgon, a wealthy man deceived by

Tartuffe, a hypocritical religious impostor. The plot unfolds through various schemes,

misunderstandings, and eventual revelations that expose Tartuffe’s true nature.

Act-by-Act Breakdown



Act 1: Introduction to Orgon’s household and Tartuffe’s arrival.1.

Act 2: Tartuffe ingratiates himself with Orgon, raising suspicions among other family members.2.

Act 3: The family’s attempts to reveal Tartuffe’s deceit intensify.3.

Act 4: Tartuffe’s manipulations threaten Orgon’s fortune and family relationships.4.

Act 5: The truth is unveiled, justice prevails, and Tartuffe is punished.5.

Key Scenes and Dialogues

The full text of Tartuffe contains memorable exchanges that highlight the tension between appearance

and reality. Scenes where Tartuffe feigns piety to gain Orgon’s trust are especially pivotal, showcasing

Molière’s skill in character development and satire.

Main Characters in Tartuffe

The play features a cast of distinct characters, each contributing to the unfolding drama.

Understanding these characters is essential for interpreting the full text of Tartuffe by Molière.

Orgon

Head of the household and Tartuffe’s unwitting victim, Orgon represents gullibility and blind faith. His

infatuation with Tartuffe blinds him to the impostor’s true intentions.



Tartuffe

The titular character, Tartuffe, is a cunning hypocrite who manipulates religious devotion to exploit

Orgon’s wealth and family.

Elmire

Orgon’s wife, Elmire, is intelligent and resourceful. She plays a crucial role in exposing Tartuffe’s

deceit.

Supporting Characters

Dorine: The sharp-tongued maid who warns the family about Tartuffe.

Cléante: Orgon’s brother-in-law and voice of reason.

Damis: Orgon’s son, who confronts Tartuffe directly.

Mariane: Orgon’s daughter, whose marriage plans are affected by Tartuffe’s schemes.

Themes and Literary Significance

Tartuffe by Molière full text explores themes of hypocrisy, deception, and the conflict between

appearance and reality. It remains a profound commentary on social and religious issues that



transcend its historical period.

Hypocrisy and Deception

The central theme revolves around Tartuffe’s false piety and the dangers of trusting appearances. The

play critiques those who exploit faith for personal gain.

Authority and Reason

Molière contrasts blind obedience with reasoned judgment, advocating for critical thinking in social and

religious matters. This theme contributes to the play’s enduring relevance.

Comedy and Satire

The play’s humor arises from exaggerated characters and situations, yet it delivers sharp social

criticism. Molière’s use of satire enhances the play’s impact and accessibility.

Accessing Tartuffe by Molière Full Text

The full text of Tartuffe by Molière is widely available through various sources, including printed

editions and digital formats. Scholars, students, and theater practitioners can obtain the complete script

for study or performance.



Printed Editions

Numerous editions of Tartuffe include critical annotations and translations, catering to different

audiences. These editions often provide historical context and interpretive commentary.

Online Resources

Digital libraries and academic websites offer free access to the full text, sometimes accompanied by

audio or video performances. These resources facilitate convenient and comprehensive engagement

with the play.

Considerations for Selection

Choose editions with reliable translations if reading in a language other than French.

Look for versions with explanatory notes to enhance understanding.

Consider performance editions for theatrical use.

Using the Full Text for Study and Performance

Engagement with the full text of Tartuffe by Molière enables in-depth literary analysis and authentic

theatrical productions. Proper use of the text can enrich appreciation and interpretation.



Academic Study

Students and scholars analyze the language, themes, and historical context to gain insights into

Molière’s artistry and social critique. The full text serves as a primary source for research and

discussion.

Theatrical Adaptation

Directors and actors rely on the complete script for staging the play, ensuring fidelity to Molière’s

vision. Adaptations may adjust language or setting while preserving core elements.

Practical Tips

Familiarize with the original verse structure and rhythm.

Explore character motivations through detailed reading.

Incorporate historical background to inform performance choices.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the full text of Tartuffe by Molière online?

The full text of Tartuffe by Molière is available on various websites such as Project Gutenberg, Google



Books, and many educational sites that provide free public domain literature.

Is the full text of Tartuffe by Molière available in English?

Yes, the full text of Tartuffe by Molière is available in English translation on many literary websites and

digital libraries, including Project Gutenberg and Archive.org.

What is the main theme of Tartuffe by Molière?

The main theme of Tartuffe is religious hypocrisy, exploring how deceit and pretense can manipulate

and corrupt society and family life.

Are there modern adaptations of Tartuffe by Molière available in full

text?

Some modern adaptations and translations of Tartuffe are available online, but many are copyrighted.

Free versions typically include classic translations that are in the public domain.

Can I download a PDF of the full text of Tartuffe by Molière?

Yes, downloadable PDFs of Tartuffe by Molière can be found on websites like Project Gutenberg and

Google Books, where the play is offered in various digital formats.

What is the historical significance of Tartuffe by Molière?

Tartuffe is significant for its satirical critique of religious hypocrisy in 17th-century France, which led to

controversy and censorship but ultimately established Molière as a master playwright.

Does Tartuffe by Molière include original French text alongside English

translation?

Some editions and online resources provide the original French text of Tartuffe alongside English

translations, allowing readers to compare both versions for study purposes.



Additional Resources

1. Tartuffe: The Hypocrite by Molière

This is the original full text of Molière's famous comedy "Tartuffe," which exposes the dangers of

religious hypocrisy. The play centers on Tartuffe, a conman who pretends to be pious in order to

exploit a wealthy family. Through sharp wit and satire, Molière critiques blind faith and social gullibility.

2. Molière: Selected Plays translated by Richard Wilbur

This collection includes "Tartuffe" alongside other notable works by Molière. The translations aim to

preserve the humor and rhythm of the original French text while making it accessible to English

readers. The book provides insight into Molière’s style and the social contexts of his plays.

3. The Cambridge Companion to Molière edited by Peter Holland

This academic companion offers a comprehensive overview of Molière’s life, works, and theatrical

impact. It includes detailed analysis of "Tartuffe," exploring themes, staging, and historical reception.

The essays provide valuable context for understanding the play’s enduring relevance.

4. Tartuffe and Other Plays translated by John Wood

This volume features "Tartuffe" along with several other Molière comedies, presented in clear and

engaging translations. John Wood’s versions maintain the wit and social critique of the originals. The

book is suitable for both students and casual readers interested in classical French theater.

5. The Hypocrite Unmasked: A Critical Study of Tartuffe by Jane Smith

This critical study delves into the themes of deception, morality, and religion in "Tartuffe." It examines

character motivations and the socio-political context of 17th-century France. The book also discusses

the play’s influence on later literature and drama.

6. Tartuffe: A New Translation and Commentary by Robert Cohen

Cohen provides a fresh translation of "Tartuffe" accompanied by detailed commentary and notes. This

edition helps readers understand the linguistic nuances and cultural references within the play. It is an

excellent resource for scholars and enthusiasts of French classical theater.



7. Molière's Tartuffe: A Modern Adaptation by Emily Johnson

This modern adaptation reimagines "Tartuffe" for contemporary audiences, updating the language and

setting while retaining the original’s satirical spirit. It highlights the timeless nature of hypocrisy and

manipulation. The book includes a discussion guide for readers and theater groups.

8. Theater and Society in 17th Century France: Molière’s Influence by Michael Durant

Focusing on the social and political environment during Molière’s time, this book explores how

"Tartuffe" challenged established norms. It analyzes the reception of the play and the controversies it

sparked. The work contextualizes Molière’s role as a playwright who used humor to critique society.

9. Performing Tartuffe: A Director’s Guide by Laura Bennett

This practical guide offers insights into staging "Tartuffe," including character analysis, set design, and

costume ideas. It addresses the challenges of bringing Molière’s humor and themes to life on stage.

The book is a valuable resource for directors and actors involved in performing the play.
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