
tarzan the musical script

tarzan the musical script is a captivating piece of theatrical artistry that brings the classic story of

Tarzan to life through music, dialogue, and stagecraft. This script is the foundation for one of the most

popular musical adaptations based on Edgar Rice Burroughs’ iconic character, blending adventure,

romance, and emotional depth with memorable songs. Understanding the tarzan the musical script

offers insight into the narrative structure, character development, and lyrical content that make this

production a favorite for audiences worldwide. The script is carefully crafted to balance action

sequences with tender moments, providing performers and directors with a detailed roadmap for

staging. Additionally, the script includes song lyrics and stage directions that align with the musical’s

score, composed by Phil Collins, enhancing the overall storytelling experience. This article will explore

the key components of the tarzan the musical script, its origins, structure, and how it contributes to the

success of the stage adaptation. Below is a detailed overview of the main topics covered.

Overview of Tarzan the Musical Script

Key Characters and Dialogue

Musical Elements and Lyrics

Stage Directions and Scene Descriptions

Availability and Usage Rights

Impact on Theater and Audiences



Overview of Tarzan the Musical Script

The tarzan the musical script serves as the blueprint for the entire production, combining the original

story with theatrical elements that translate well to the stage. Created for the Broadway production that

premiered in 2006, the script is a collaboration between playwright David Henry Hwang and composer

Phil Collins, who provided the musical score. The narrative follows Tarzan’s journey from his

upbringing in the jungle to his encounter with human civilization, maintaining the essence of the

original Burroughs novel while adapting it for a theatrical audience. The script is structured into two

acts, each containing a series of scenes that advance the plot with a balance of spoken dialogue and

musical numbers. This structure allows for smooth transitions between dramatic moments and

energetic performances, making the script essential for directors, actors, and musical directors involved

in staging the show.

Origins and Development

The tarzan the musical script was developed as part of Disney’s initiative to bring popular animated

films and stories to the stage. The adaptation process included expanding character arcs and

integrating original songs with newly written lyrics. The script was refined through workshops and

previews to ensure it was engaging and suitable for live performance. As a result, the script not only

tells a compelling story but also respects the musical’s technical demands and audience expectations.

Script Format and Components

The script is formatted to include detailed character dialogue, stage directions, and lyrics for each

song. It specifies the setting, props, and movements, ensuring a comprehensive guide for production

teams. This attention to detail helps maintain consistency across different performances and venues.



Key Characters and Dialogue

The tarzan the musical script features a diverse cast of characters, each with distinct dialogue that

reveals their personalities and motivations. The script carefully develops the protagonist, Tarzan, along

with Jane Porter, Clayton, Kala, and other supporting roles. Dialogue plays a crucial role in advancing

the plot, providing exposition, and building relationships among characters. The language used in the

script is accessible yet evocative, reflecting the jungle environment and the cultural contrasts between

Tarzan and the human visitors.

Characterization Through Dialogue

Dialogue in the tarzan the musical script is crafted to highlight character growth and emotional depth.

Tarzan’s lines evolve from simple and curious to confident and expressive as he discovers his identity.

Jane’s dialogue combines intellect and compassion, creating a dynamic interplay with Tarzan. The

antagonist, Clayton, uses persuasive and deceptive speech, intensifying the conflict. These nuanced

exchanges contribute to a rich theatrical experience.

Notable Dialogues and Scenes

Certain scenes in the script are pivotal for character development and plot progression. For example,

the initial encounter between Tarzan and Jane is written with a mix of wonder and humor, setting the

tone for their relationship. Another critical dialogue occurs during the confrontation between Tarzan

and Clayton, where the stakes of the story become clear. These scenes are often accompanied by

musical interludes, enhancing their emotional impact.

Musical Elements and Lyrics

The musical component of the tarzan the musical script is integral to its storytelling. With Phil Collins’

award-winning score, the script includes detailed lyrics for songs that underscore key moments and



emotions. Songs like “Two Worlds,” “You'll Be in My Heart,” and “Son of Man” are woven seamlessly

into the dialogue, ensuring that music and narrative complement each other effectively. The lyrics are

included in the script to guide performers and musicians in delivering a cohesive performance.

Integration of Songs with Dialogue

In the tarzan the musical script, songs are strategically placed to enhance narrative flow. The script

indicates when a song begins and ends, often linking the lyrics directly with the preceding or following

dialogue. This integration helps maintain pacing and audience engagement by breaking up spoken

scenes with musical expression.

Thematic Significance of Lyrics

The lyrics in the script contribute to the themes of identity, belonging, and love. For instance, “You'll

Be in My Heart” emphasizes the bond between Tarzan and Jane, while “Son of Man” reflects

Tarzan’s personal growth. The script’s inclusion of these lyrics allows performers to understand the

emotional context behind each song.

Stage Directions and Scene Descriptions

Stage directions are a vital part of the tarzan the musical script, providing instructions on actor

movements, set changes, and special effects. These directions help create the immersive jungle

environment essential to the story. The script details how scenes transition from the wild jungle to the

civilized world, guiding the technical team in lighting, sound, and set design. Clear scene descriptions

ensure that the production captures the intended mood and atmosphere.

Technical Aspects Included in the Script

The script specifies cues for lighting changes, sound effects such as animal calls, and choreography



for action sequences. These elements are crucial for maintaining the visual and auditory richness of

the production. The stage directions also include notes on costume changes and props, ensuring

smooth operation during performances.

Challenges in Staging

Due to its dynamic setting, the tarzan the musical script requires careful attention to staging

challenges. The directions accommodate complex scenes involving aerial stunts and large ensemble

numbers. The script’s detailed notes assist directors and stage managers in coordinating these

elements safely and effectively.

Availability and Usage Rights

Accessing the tarzan the musical script typically involves obtaining permissions due to copyright

restrictions. Licensed scripts are available through authorized agencies that manage performance

rights and distribution. This ensures that productions comply with legal standards and support the

creators. Schools, theaters, and professional companies interested in performing Tarzan must acquire

the script through these channels.

Obtaining the Script

The script can be obtained by contacting theatrical licensing organizations that represent Disney’s

works. These organizations provide scripts along with performance materials such as scores and

production notes. Licensing fees vary depending on the size and type of production.

Restrictions and Permissions

Usage of the tarzan the musical script is governed by strict copyright laws. Unauthorized copying or

distribution is prohibited. Licensed users are granted specific rights, including performance duration



and audience size limits. These regulations protect the intellectual property of the creators and ensure

high-quality productions.

Impact on Theater and Audiences

The tarzan the musical script has had a significant impact on contemporary musical theater, bringing a

beloved story to stages around the world. Its blend of compelling narrative, memorable music, and

innovative staging has attracted diverse audiences. The script’s ability to translate a cinematic story

into a live experience has influenced other adaptations and expanded the possibilities of musical

storytelling.

Audience Reception

Audiences respond positively to the emotional depth and adventurous spirit conveyed through the

script. The combination of heartfelt dialogue and powerful songs creates a memorable experience. The

script’s careful construction allows viewers to connect with characters and themes on multiple levels.

Influence on Future Productions

The success of the tarzan the musical script has inspired other theatrical adaptations of popular films.

Its integration of music and narrative sets a standard for future musicals. Additionally, the script’s

emphasis on detailed stage directions encourages innovative production techniques.

Key Elements of the Tarzan the Musical Script

Two-act structure with a clear narrative arc

Detailed character dialogue that drives the plot



Inclusion of Phil Collins’ original song lyrics

Comprehensive stage directions for immersive staging

Integration of music and dialogue for emotional impact

Licensed availability ensuring authorized use

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find the script for Tarzan the Musical?

The script for Tarzan the Musical can typically be found through official licensing companies such as

Music Theatre International (MTI) or Concord Theatricals, where you can purchase or license the script

for production.

Is the Tarzan the Musical script based on the Disney movie or the

original Tarzan story?

Tarzan the Musical script is primarily based on the 1999 Disney animated movie, incorporating songs

by Phil Collins and adapting the story for the stage.

Are there any differences between the Tarzan the Musical script and

the original Disney film?

Yes, the musical script includes additional songs and scenes to suit the stage format and may expand

character development or alter sequences for theatrical effect.



Can I use the Tarzan the Musical script for a school production?

You can use the Tarzan the Musical script for a school production, but you must obtain the proper

licensing and permissions from the rights holders before performing.

Who wrote the Tarzan the Musical script?

The book for Tarzan the Musical was written by David Henry Hwang, with music and lyrics by Phil

Collins.

Does the Tarzan the Musical script include all songs from the movie?

The musical script includes most of the popular songs from the movie, such as 'You'll Be in My Heart,'

along with additional songs written specifically for the stage adaptation.

Is there a junior version of the Tarzan the Musical script available?

As of now, there is no official junior version of Tarzan the Musical script, but some licensing

companies may offer adaptations or suggestions for younger performers.

How long is the Tarzan the Musical script performance usually?

The typical performance length of Tarzan the Musical is around 2 to 2.5 hours, including an

intermission, depending on the production.

Can the Tarzan the Musical script be adapted for a small cast or

community theater?

While the original script calls for a larger cast, many community theaters adapt the script by doubling

roles or modifying scenes to accommodate smaller casts.



Additional Resources

1. Tarzan: The Broadway Musical Script

This book contains the full script of the hit musical "Tarzan," which is based on Edgar Rice Burroughs'

classic story. It features the dialogue, stage directions, and song lyrics that bring the jungle adventure

to life on stage. Fans and performers alike can explore the detailed narrative and character

interactions in this edition.

2. The Making of Tarzan: The Musical

Delve into the behind-the-scenes process of creating the Tarzan musical with this comprehensive

guide. It covers the development of the script, music, choreography, and set design. Interviews with

the creative team and cast provide insight into how the iconic story was adapted for the stage.

3. Tarzan: Music and Lyrics by Phil Collins

This book compiles all the original songs from the Tarzan musical, written and composed by Phil

Collins. It includes sheet music, lyrics, and commentary on the inspiration behind each song. Readers

can gain a deeper appreciation for the musical's soundtrack and its role in storytelling.

4. Jungle Adventures: Tarzan’s Story Retold

A novelization inspired by the musical, this book retells Tarzan’s journey with a focus on the emotional

and dramatic elements highlighted in the stage production. It brings new depth to the characters and

their relationships, making it a perfect companion for musical enthusiasts.

5. Stagecraft for Tarzan: Designing the Jungle

Explore the artistic and technical challenges of staging the Tarzan musical in this detailed exploration

of set and costume design. The book features concept art, photographs from productions, and

interviews with designers. It emphasizes how the visual elements create an immersive jungle

environment.

6. Tarzan and the Art of Adaptation

This analytical work examines how the Tarzan story has been adapted across different media, with a

focus on the musical version. It discusses narrative changes, thematic emphasis, and audience



reception, providing a scholarly perspective on the transformation from novel to stage.

7. Tarzan: Characters and Casting

A comprehensive guide to the characters in the Tarzan musical, this book profiles each role and

discusses casting considerations. It includes tips for actors, character backstories, and notable

performances from various productions. Ideal for performers preparing for auditions or roles.

8. Jungle Rhythms: The Dance and Choreography of Tarzan

This book highlights the dynamic choreography that brings energy and movement to the Tarzan

musical. It explores how dance sequences reflect the story’s themes and characters, featuring step-by-

step breakdowns and interviews with choreographers. Readers interested in musical theatre dance will

find this especially valuable.

9. Tarzan: Songs and Stories for Young Readers

A beautifully illustrated children’s book that adapts the musical’s songs and story into a format suitable

for young readers. It encourages engagement with the Tarzan narrative through simple text and vibrant

images, making the musical’s themes accessible to a younger audience.
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