that was then this 1is now by se hinton

that was then this is now by se hinton is a compelling young adult novel that
explores themes of friendship, change, and personal growth. Written by
acclaimed author S.E. Hinton, this book provides an insightful look into the
evolving relationships between two boys, Bryon and Mark, during the turbulent
times of their adolescence. The narrative delves into the challenges of
growing up, the impact of choices, and the struggle to reconcile past actions
with present realities. This article will analyze the plot, characters,
themes, and cultural significance of that was then this is now by se hinton,
providing a detailed understanding of its place in young adult literature.
Readers will gain insights into the novel’s structure, its reflection of
societal issues, and the reasons behind its enduring popularity. Below is a
comprehensive overview of the key aspects of that was then this is now by se
hinton.

e Overview and Plot Summary

e Main Characters and Character Development
e Themes and Literary Analysis

e Cultural Impact and Reception

e Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

Overview and Plot Summary

that was then this is now by se hinton is set in the 1960s and follows the
lives of two close friends, Bryon Douglas and Mark Jennings. The story begins
with their carefree youth, but as events unfold, their paths diverge due to
differing choices and circumstances. The plot centers around Bryon'’s growing
awareness of responsibility and the consequences of his and Mark’s actions.

The narrative is structured in a way that highlights the contrast between
past and present, emphasizing the theme suggested by the title. Readers
witness the transformation of the characters as they confront challenges such
as family issues, crime, and loyalty. The novel’s progression is marked by
pivotal moments that test the strength of their friendship and individual
morals.

Plot Highlights

e Introduction to Bryon and Mark’s friendship and shared history.



e Conflict arising from Mark’s involvement in illegal activities.
e Bryon’s internal struggle between loyalty and doing what is right.
e A significant event that leads to a rupture in their relationship.

e Resolution focusing on acceptance of change and personal growth.

Main Characters and Character Development

that was then this is now by se hinton features well-developed characters
whose growth drives the narrative. Bryon Douglas serves as the protagonist,
embodying the transition from adolescence to maturity. Mark Jennings, Bryon’s
best friend, represents the temptation to resist change and the consequences
of poor decisions.

Supporting characters such as Cathy, Bryon’s love interest, and other friends
contribute to the depth of the story, providing contrasting perspectives and
motivations. The dynamic between these characters enriches the novel’s
exploration of loyalty, trust, and identity.

Bryon Douglas

Bryon starts as a carefree teenager but gradually becomes more responsible
and self-aware. His development is central to the novel’s message,
illustrating how individuals must sometimes make difficult choices for their
own growth.

Mark Jennings

Mark is portrayed as charismatic yet impulsive, often acting without
considering the repercussions. His resistance to change ultimately leads to
conflict and highlights the risks of clinging to a troubled past.

Supporting Characters

e Cathy: Bryon’'s girlfriend who represents stability and a moral compass.

e Mardie: Mark’s sister, whose relationship with Bryon introduces
complexity to the story.

e Other friends: Various characters who illustrate different social
backgrounds and values.



Themes and Literary Analysis

The novel that was then this is now by se hinton explores several significant
themes central to young adult literature. These include the loss of
innocence, the complexities of friendship, and the inevitability of change.
Through its plot and character arcs, the novel examines how personal choices
shape identity and future opportunities.

Another prominent theme is the impact of environment and family on youth
behavior. The story addresses social issues such as crime, poverty, and peer
pressure, making it a realistic portrayal of adolescent struggles. The title
itself encapsulates the contrast between past experiences and present
realities, emphasizing growth and acceptance.

Friendship and Loyalty

The evolving friendship between Bryon and Mark serves as the backbone of the
narrative. Their relationship tests the limits of loyalty when confronted
with moral dilemmas, ultimately revealing that true friendship sometimes
requires difficult decisions.

Change and Growth

Change is depicted as both challenging and necessary. The characters’
journeys highlight the importance of adapting to new circumstances and
learning from past mistakes. This theme resonates strongly with young adult
readers navigating their own transitions.

Socioeconomic Influences

that was then this is now by se hinton also explores how socioeconomic
factors influence behavior and opportunities. The novel portrays the
struggles of working-class youth and the pressures that can lead to
destructive choices.

Cultural Impact and Reception

Since its publication, that was then this is now by se hinton has been
recognized as a significant contribution to young adult literature. It has
received praise for its honest depiction of adolescent life and its nuanced
characters. The novel has been widely incorporated into school curricula and
continues to engage readers across generations.

Its cultural impact is evident in the way it addresses issues often



considered taboo or difficult for young readers. The book’s realistic
portrayal of moral ambiguity and personal growth has influenced subsequent
writers and remains relevant in discussions about youth literature.

Critical Reception

Critics have lauded the novel for its straightforward narrative and relatable
characters. It has been noted for balancing entertainment with meaningful
themes, making it accessible to a broad audience.

Legacy in Young Adult Literature

that was then this is now by se hinton helped to pave the way for more
realistic and mature themes in young adult fiction. Its influence can be seen
in later works that explore similar topics of identity, friendship, and
societal challenges.

Adaptations and Media

e Film adaptation released in the 1980s that brought the story to a wider
audience.

e Stage adaptations in educational settings to promote discussion on youth
issues.

e Continued presence in literary discussions and young adult reading
lists.

Writing Style and Narrative Techniques

S.E. Hinton’s writing style in that was then this is now by se hinton is
characterized by its clear, concise prose and engaging dialogue. The first-
person narrative perspective allows readers to connect closely with Bryon's
thoughts and emotions, enhancing the story’s authenticity.

Hinton employs straightforward language that resonates with young readers
while addressing complex themes. The pacing of the novel balances moments of
tension with introspection, maintaining reader interest throughout. Symbolism
and motifs are subtly woven into the text, enriching the thematic depth.



Narrative Perspective

The story is told from Bryon’s point of view, providing insight into his
internal conflicts and growth. This perspective creates an intimate
connection with the audience and highlights the subjective nature of memory
and change.

Language and Tone

The tone is honest and reflective, avoiding sentimentality while conveying
emotional complexity. The language is accessible yet evocative, suitable for
a young adult audience but with appeal for older readers as well.

Literary Devices

e Symbolism: Objects and events symbolize broader themes of change and
loss.

e Foreshadowing: Early hints at conflicts that develop later in the story.

e Contrast: Between past and present to underscore character development.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'That Was Then, This Is
Now' by S.E. Hinton?

The main theme of 'That Was Then, This Is Now' is the transition from
adolescence to adulthood, exploring issues of identity, change, and the
complexities of friendship.

Who are the central characters in 'That Was Then,
This Is Now' and how do they evolve?

The central characters are Bryon Douglas and Mark Jennings. Bryon matures and
begins to question his loyalty and values, while Mark remains more rebellious
and resistant to change, highlighting their diverging paths.

How does S.E. Hinton portray friendship in 'That Was
Then, This Is Now'?

Hinton portrays friendship as complex and evolving, showing how Bryon and



Mark's bond is tested by their differing perspectives and life choices,
ultimately reflecting the challenges of growing up.

What role does family play in the development of the
characters in 'That Was Then, This Is Now'?

Family dynamics significantly influence the characters, especially Bryon,
whose relationships with his foster family and his own upbringing shape his
understanding of responsibility and morality.

How does 'That Was Then, This Is Now' address social
issues of the 1960s?

The novel touches on social issues such as poverty, drug use, and juvenile
delinquency, providing a realistic depiction of the struggles faced by youth
in the 1960s urban environment.

What is the significance of the title 'That Was
Then, This Is Now'?

The title signifies the contrast between past and present, emphasizing the
changes in the characters' lives and perspectives as they transition from
innocence to experience.

How has 'That Was Then, This Is Now' impacted young
adult literature?

The novel has been influential in young adult literature for its honest
portrayal of teenage struggles, moral dilemmas, and the complexity of growing
up, paving the way for more realistic and relatable stories for adolescents.

Additional Resources

1. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

This classic novel follows Ponyboy Curtis and his gang, the Greasers, as they
navigate the harsh realities of growing up in a divided society. Themes of
friendship, loyalty, and social class conflict drive the story. It’s a
compelling look at adolescence and the struggles between rival social groups.

2. Rumble Fish by S.E. Hinton

The story centers on Rusty-James, a teenager trying to live up to the legacy
of his older brother, the Motorcycle Boy. It explores themes of identity,
violence, and the desire for escape from a troubled life. The novel delves
into the complexities of brotherhood and the search for meaning.

3. Tears of a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper
After a tragic car accident, high school student Andy struggles with guilt



and depression. The book addresses important issues like grief, mental
health, and the consequences of risky behavior. It offers a powerful look at
how teenagers cope with trauma.

4. The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier

This novel tells the story of Jerry Renault, a high school student who
challenges the oppressive system of his school’s secret society. It explores
themes of power, conformity, and rebellion. The book is a dark and intense
examination of adolescence and authority.

5. Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

Melinda, a high school freshman, becomes an outcast after calling the police
at a party. The story deals with trauma, silence, and the struggle to find
one’s voice. It’'s a poignant exploration of the impact of sexual assault and
the journey toward healing.

6. That Was Then, This Is Now by S.E. Hinton

This coming-of-age story focuses on the changing relationship between two
cousins, Bryon and Mark, as they face the realities of growing up. It tackles
themes of loyalty, change, and the loss of innocence. The novel provides a
raw and honest look at adolescence.

7. Monster by Walter Dean Myers

Written as a screenplay and diary, this novel follows Steve Harmon, a
teenager on trial for murder. It explores themes of identity, justice, and
the impact of the legal system on young people. The story raises questions
about perception and truth.

8. Looking for Alaska by John Green

Miles “Pudge” Halter enrolls at a boarding school and becomes fascinated with
the enigmatic Alaska Young. The novel explores themes of friendship, love,
loss, and the search for meaning in life. It’s a poignant and thought-
provoking coming-of-age story.

9. Before I Fall by Lauren Oliver

Samantha Kingston relives the last day of her life multiple times after a
fatal accident. Through this repetition, she discovers hidden truths about
herself and those around her. The book explores themes of redemption, self-
discovery, and the impact of our actions.
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