that was then this is nhow se hinton

that was then this is now se hinton is a compelling young adult novel that explores
themes of friendship, change, and the complexities of adolescence. Written by S.E. Hinton,
the book serves as a follow-up to her acclaimed debut, "The Outsiders," and delves deeper
into the evolving relationships between its central characters. This article provides an in-
depth analysis of the novel, its plot, characters, themes, and its place within the broader
context of Hinton’s works. Additionally, the cultural impact and adaptations of "That Was
Then, This Is Now" will be examined to understand its lasting significance in young adult
literature. Readers and scholars alike will find valuable insights into why that was then this
is now se hinton remains relevant decades after its publication.
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Overview of That Was Then, This Is Now

That Was Then, This Is Now by S.E. Hinton was published in 1971 as a sequel of sorts to her
earlier novel, The Outsiders. The story is set in the same Oklahoma town and follows the
lives of two teenage boys, Bryon Douglas and Mark Jennings, as they navigate the
challenges of growing up in a turbulent environment. The novel addresses issues such as
loyalty, betrayal, and the loss of innocence, which resonate strongly with young adult
readers.

The narrative is told from Bryon’s perspective, providing a candid and authentic voice that
captures the emotional turmoil of adolescence. The book’s title itself reflects the central
theme of change—the contrast between past friendships and present realities.

Main Characters and Their Development

The characters in that was then this is now se hinton are complex and undergo significant
development throughout the story. The evolving relationship between Bryon and Mark
serves as the emotional core of the novel.



Bryon Douglas

Bryon is the protagonist and narrator. Initially, he shares a close bond with Mark, but as the
story progresses, Bryon’s values and perspectives begin to diverge, leading to internal and
external conflicts. He grapples with maturity, responsibility, and the consequences of his
actions.

Mark Jennings

Mark is Bryon’s best friend and cousin. Unlike Bryon, Mark remains impulsive and struggles
with the harsh realities of their environment. His rebellious nature and refusal to change
ultimately create a rift between the two friends.

Supporting Characters

Other characters such as Cathy Carlson and M&M add depth to the narrative by
representing different facets of teenage life and social issues. Each character contributes to
the exploration of themes such as trust, loyalty, and the impact of socio-economic factors
on youth.

Key Themes and Motifs

That was then this is now se hinton incorporates several key themes that underscore the
narrative and resonate with its audience.

Friendship and Betrayal

The novel realistically portrays the complexities of friendship, especially during
adolescence. Bryon and Mark’s relationship highlights how loyalty can be tested by
circumstances and personal growth.

Change and Growing Up

The transition from adolescence to adulthood is a central motif. The title itself emphasizes
the inevitability of change and how past experiences shape one’s present identity.

Social Issues and Environment

Hinton addresses issues such as poverty, crime, and drug use, reflecting the challenges
faced by many teenagers. These elements ground the story in a realistic social context.



Identity and Morality

The characters struggle with questions of right and wrong, often facing moral dilemmas
that force them to reassess their values and decisions.

e Friendship and betrayal as a recurring conflict
¢ Adolescence and the pain of growing up
e Socioeconomic struggles influencing behavior

e Moral ambiguity and personal responsibility

Plot Summary and Analysis

The plot centers on the changing dynamics between Bryon and Mark as they confront
challenges in their lives. The story begins with the two boys enjoying their carefree youth,
but as events unfold, cracks in their relationship emerge.

Mark becomes involved in illegal activities, including drug dealing, which contrasts with
Bryon’s gradual shift towards responsibility and maturity. The tension culminates in a
dramatic fallout that tests their friendship and forces both characters to face harsh realities.

Throughout the novel, Hinton uses vivid dialogue and realistic scenarios to engage readers
and evoke empathy. The story’s pacing and character development contribute to a
compelling narrative that addresses universal themes relevant to young adults.

Author Background and Writing Style

S.E. Hinton, born Susan Eloise Hinton, is a pioneering author in the young adult genre. She
began writing at a young age and gained fame with The Outsiders, which was notable for
its authentic portrayal of teenage life. That Was Then, This Is Now continues this tradition.

Hinton’s writing style is characterized by straightforward language, relatable characters,
and a focus on emotional truth. Her ability to capture the voice of adolescents and address
serious topics with sensitivity has earned her a lasting place in literature.

Influence on Young Adult Literature

Hinton’s works, including that was then this is now se hinton, helped establish young adult
fiction as a serious genre. Her books are often credited with opening doors for more
realistic portrayals of teenage struggles in literature.



Literary Techniques

Hinton employs first-person narration to create intimacy and immediacy. Her use of
dialogue and description enhances character depth and setting, making the story
accessible and engaging.

Cultural Impact and Adaptations

Since its publication, that was then this is now se hinton has had a significant cultural
impact. The novel has been widely read in schools and remains a staple in young adult
curricula.

In 1985, the book was adapted into a feature film, which brought the story to a broader
audience. Although the film differs in some respects from the novel, it helped solidify the
book’s legacy in popular culture.

Legacy in Education

The novel’s exploration of relevant social and emotional issues makes it a valuable
educational tool. It encourages discussions on friendship, ethics, and personal growth
among students.

Continued Relevance

Decades after its release, that was then this is now se hinton remains pertinent due to its
honest portrayal of adolescent challenges, making it a timeless work in the young adult
genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'That Was Then, This Is Now'
by S.E. Hinton?

The main theme of 'That Was Then, This Is Now' is the complexities of growing up and the
changes in friendship and identity during adolescence.

Who are the protagonists in 'That Was Then, This Is
Now'?

The protagonists are Bryon Douglas and Mark Jennings, two close friends navigating the
challenges of their teenage years.



How does 'That Was Then, This Is Now' explore the
concept of change?

The novel explores change through the evolving relationship between Bryon and Mark,
highlighting how people grow apart as their values and circumstances change.

What is the setting of 'That Was Then, This Is Now'?

The story is set in a small town in the United States during the 1960s, providing a backdrop
for the social and cultural issues faced by the characters.

How does S.E. Hinton's writing style in 'That Was Then,
This Is Now' appeal to young adults?

Hinton's writing is straightforward and relatable, with authentic teenage dialogue and
realistic portrayals of adolescent struggles, making it accessible and engaging for young
adult readers.

What role does family play in 'That Was Then, This Is
Now'?

Family dynamics significantly impact the characters, particularly Mark, whose troubled
family situation influences his behavior and decisions throughout the novel.

How does 'That Was Then, This Is Now' address social
issues?

The novel touches on issues such as poverty, drug use, and delinquency, reflecting the
challenges faced by youth in difficult environments.

Is 'That Was Then, This Is Now' connected to any other
books by S.E. Hinton?

'That Was Then, This Is Now' is loosely connected to 'The Outsiders,' another novel by S.E.
Hinton, sharing some characters and a similar setting, though it tells a different story.

Additional Resources

1. The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton

This classic novel explores the struggles between two rival teenage gangs, the Greasers
and the Socs, highlighting themes of friendship, loyalty, and social class. The story is
narrated by Ponyboy Curtis, a young Greaser trying to find his place in a divided world. It's
a compelling look at adolescence and the challenges of growing up in a tough environment.

2. Rumble Fish by S.E. Hinton
This book delves into the life of Rusty-James, a young man struggling with his identity and



his relationship with his older brother, the Motorcycle Boy. It captures the turbulence of
youth and the desire to escape a violent past. The novel is noted for its poetic style and
emotional depth.

3. Tears of a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper

This novel addresses the aftermath of a tragic car accident that changes the lives of a
group of high school friends. It explores themes of guilt, grief, and the importance of
seeking help during difficult times. Told through diary entries and letters, it offers a raw and
honest look at teenage emotions.

4. That Was Then, This Is Now by S.E. Hinton

A story about two best friends, Bryon and Mark, whose lives begin to diverge as they face
the realities of growing up. It deals with themes of friendship, change, and the loss of
innocence. The novel captures the complexities of adolescence and the bittersweet nature
of change.

5. Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson

This powerful novel follows Melinda, a high school freshman who becomes an outcast after
a traumatic event. The book deals with themes of silence, recovery, and finding one’s
voice. It's an important story about resilience and the struggles many teenagers face.

6. The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier

Set in a Catholic high school, this novel explores the brutal consequences of standing up to
peer pressure and corruption. The protagonist, Jerry Renault, challenges the school’s secret
society, leading to intense conflict. It's a dark and thought-provoking look at power
dynamics and conformity.

7. My Brother Sam Is Dead by James Lincoln Collier and Christopher Collier

This historical novel tells the story of a young boy whose family is torn apart by the
American Revolution. It explores themes of loyalty, courage, and the impact of war on
ordinary people. The narrative provides a personal perspective on a turbulent period in
history.

8. Monster by Walter Dean Myers

Presented as a screenplay mixed with diary entries, this novel follows Steve Harmon, a
teenager on trial for murder. It examines issues of identity, justice, and the complexities of
the legal system. The story challenges readers to consider the nature of guilt and
innocence.

9. Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick

This uplifting story centers on the friendship between two boys, one with a physical
disability and the other with a learning disability. Together, they form an inseparable team
called Freak the Mighty. The novel highlights themes of friendship, courage, and
overcoming obstacles.
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