the biography of abraham lincoln

the biography of abraham lincoln offers an in-depth look at one of America's most revered
presidents, whose leadership during the Civil War helped preserve the Union and abolish slavery. Born
into humble beginnings, Lincoln’s journey from a log cabin in Kentucky to the White House is a story
of perseverance, intelligence, and moral conviction. This article explores key phases of his life,
including his early years, political career, presidency, and enduring legacy. Through a detailed
examination of his personal background and professional achievements, readers gain insight into the
qualities that shaped Lincoln’s leadership and impact on American history. The biography also
addresses the challenges he faced and the principles he stood for, highlighting his significance in
shaping the nation’s democratic ideals. Below is a comprehensive overview of the main sections
covered in this article.

Early Life and Education

Political Career and Rise to Prominence

Presidency and the Civil War

Emancipation Proclamation and Abolition of Slavery

Assassination and Legacy

Early Life and Education

Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a one-room log cabin in Hardin County, Kentucky.
His family faced economic hardships and frequent relocations, moving first to Indiana and then to
[llinois. Despite limited formal schooling, Lincoln was largely self-educated, developing a lifelong love
of reading and learning. He worked various manual labor jobs in his youth, including farming, rail
splitting, and store clerk duties. These early experiences shaped his character, instilling values of
hard work, honesty, and determination.

Family Background

Lincoln was the second child of Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks Lincoln. His family’s frontier life was
marked by hardship and modest means, which influenced his empathy for the common man. The
death of his mother in 1818 deeply affected him, and his father remarried shortly thereafter. Lincoln
maintained a close relationship with his stepmother, Sarah Bush Johnston, who encouraged his
education.

Self-Education and Early Influences

With less than a year of formal schooling, Lincoln was an avid reader of the Bible, Aesop’s Fables, and



works by Shakespeare and Robert Burns. He developed skills in writing and public speaking that later
proved crucial in his political career. His early exposure to the values of liberty and justice laid the
groundwork for his future positions on slavery and equality.

Political Career and Rise to Prominence

Lincoln’s political journey began in the lllinois State Legislature, where he served as a member of the
Whig Party. His legal career as a self-taught lawyer gained him recognition for his debate skills and
integrity. His opposition to the spread of slavery propelled him onto the national stage, culminating in
his election to the U.S. House of Representatives. The rise of the Republican Party provided Lincoln
the platform to challenge the expansion of slavery, setting the stage for his presidential candidacy.

Early Political Positions

Lincoln served four terms in the lllinois General Assembly between 1834 and 1842. He supported
infrastructure improvements, economic development, and opposed the Mexican-American War. His
moderate views on slavery during this period evolved into a stronger anti-slavery stance as he
witnessed the political and moral conflicts surrounding the institution.

Debates and National Recognition

The Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 marked a turning point in his political career. Although he lost
the Senate race to Stephen A. Douglas, Lincoln’s clear articulation against the spread of slavery
gained him national attention. These debates highlighted his belief that slavery was morally wrong
and should not be allowed to expand into new territories.

Presidency and the Civil War

Abraham Lincoln was elected as the 16th President of the United States in 1860 amid a nation on the
brink of division. His election triggered the secession of Southern states and the onset of the Civil
War. Lincoln’s leadership during this turbulent period was defined by his commitment to preserving
the Union and navigating complex political and military challenges.

Election and Secession Crisis

Lincoln won the presidency without carrying a single Southern state, reflecting deep sectional
divisions. Following his election, seven Southern states seceded from the Union, forming the
Confederate States of America. Lincoln faced the daunting task of maintaining federal authority while
avoiding further escalation into war.



Leadership During the Civil War

Throughout the conflict, Lincoln balanced military strategy with political considerations. He appointed
key generals, including Ulysses S. Grant, whose leadership proved decisive. Lincoln also worked to
maintain support from border states and the Northern public, managing dissent and opposition to the
war effort.

Emancipation Proclamation and Abolition of Slavery

One of Lincoln’s most significant achievements was the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation in
1863. This executive order declared the freedom of all enslaved people in Confederate-held territory,
redefining the war’s purpose to include the abolition of slavery. Lincoln’s commitment to ending
slavery culminated in the passage of the 13th Amendment, which permanently abolished slavery
throughout the United States.

Emancipation Proclamation

Issued on January 1, 1863, the Emancipation Proclamation was both a moral and strategic measure. It
allowed the Union to recruit African American soldiers and weakened the Confederacy’s labor force.
While it did not immediately free all enslaved individuals, it marked a critical turning point in
American history and civil rights.

Thirteenth Amendment

Lincoln vigorously supported the 13th Amendment, which was passed by Congress in January 1865.
This amendment legally abolished slavery, ensuring that emancipation would be permanent and
nationwide. Lincoln’s advocacy was instrumental in securing the amendment’s ratification by the
states before his assassination.

Assassination and Legacy

Abraham Lincoln’s life was tragically cut short when he was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth on
April 14, 1865. His death shocked the nation and elevated him to the status of a martyr for liberty and
union. Lincoln’s legacy endures through his contributions to American democracy, civil rights, and
national unity.

Assassination Details

Lincoln was shot while attending a play at Ford’s Theatre in Washington, D.C. He died the following
day, making him the first U.S. president to be assassinated. The event occurred just days after the
Confederate surrender, casting a pall over the nation’s moment of victory.



Enduring Impact

Lincoln is remembered as a symbol of integrity, perseverance, and moral leadership. His speeches,
including the Gettysburg Address, continue to inspire ideals of equality and justice. Monuments,
literature, and scholarship preserve his memory as a transformational figure in American history.

Born in Kentucky, 1809

Self-educated lawyer and politician

Led the nation through the Civil War

Issued the Emancipation Proclamation

Assassinated in 1865

Legacy of preserving the Union and ending slavery

Frequently Asked Questions

When and where was Abraham Lincoln born?

Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a log cabin in Hardin County, Kentucky, USA.

What were some key events in Abraham Lincoln's early life?

Lincoln grew up in a poor family, received limited formal education, worked as a laborer and store
clerk, and taught himself law before entering politics.

What major political office did Abraham Lincoln hold before
becoming president?

Before becoming president, Abraham Lincoln served as a member of the Illinois State Legislature and
one term in the U.S. House of Representatives.

What were Abraham Lincoln's most significant achievements
as President of the United States?

Lincoln led the country during the Civil War, preserved the Union, issued the Emancipation
Proclamation freeing slaves in Confederate states, and promoted the passage of the 13th Amendment
abolishing slavery.



How and when did Abraham Lincoln die?

Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth on April 14, 1865, at Ford's Theatre in
Washington, D.C., and died the following day on April 15, 1865.

Additional Resources

1. Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln

This acclaimed biography by Doris Kearns Goodwin explores Abraham Lincoln’s leadership during the
Civil War by focusing on his relationships with his cabinet members, many of whom were his political
rivals. The book provides deep insight into Lincoln’s political acumen, character, and ability to unify a
divided nation. It blends personal and political history to give a comprehensive portrait of the 16th
president.

2. Lincoln

Written by David Herbert Donald, this biography offers a balanced and detailed account of Abraham
Lincoln’s life, from his humble beginnings to his presidency and assassination. Donald provides a
nuanced view of Lincoln’s personality, leadership style, and the challenges he faced in preserving the
Union. The book is praised for its scholarly rigor and readability.

3. Abraham Lincoln: The Prairie Years and The War Years

Carl Sandburg’s two-volume biography is a classic work that combines extensive research with poetic
narrative. The first volume covers Lincoln’s early life and political rise, while the second focuses on his
presidency during the Civil War. Sandburg’s writing captures the spirit of Lincoln’s era and the
complexities of his character.

4. Lincoln’s Melancholy: How Depression Challenged a President and Fueled His Greatness

This biography by Joshua Wolf Shenk delves into Lincoln’s struggle with depression and how it shaped
his empathy, leadership, and resilience. The book offers a psychological perspective on Lincoln’s life,
suggesting that his mental health challenges contributed to his depth and capacity to lead during
crisis. It combines historical narrative with modern psychological insights.

5. With Malice Toward None: A Life of Abraham Lincoln

Stephen B. Oates provides a vivid and accessible biography that highlights Lincoln’s humanity,
humor, and moral vision. The book covers his entire life, emphasizing his dedication to justice and
equality. Oates portrays Lincoln as a complex figure who navigated immense personal and national
trials.

6. Lincoln at Gettysburg: The Words that Remade America

Garrett Peck’s book focuses on the famous Gettysburg Address, placing it within the broader context
of Lincoln’s life and presidency. The biography examines how this short but powerful speech
encapsulated Lincoln’s vision for the nation and transformed American ideals. It offers insight into
Lincoln’s rhetorical skill and the impact of the Civil War.

7. Abraham Lincoln: A Life

Michael Burlingame’s comprehensive two-volume biography is one of the most detailed scholarly
works on Lincoln. It covers his entire life with extensive primary source research, providing insight
into his personal and political development. Burlingame’s work is considered essential reading for
those seeking an in-depth understanding of Lincoln.



8. Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase for Lincoln’s Killer

James L. Swanson’s gripping narrative focuses on the aftermath of Lincoln’s assassination, detailing
the pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth. While centered on the tragic end of Lincoln’s life, the
book also provides context about Lincoln’s presidency and legacy. It reads like a thriller and sheds
light on the turbulent period following Lincoln’s death.

9. The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery

Eric Foner’s Pulitzer Prize-winning biography examines Lincoln’s evolving views on slavery and race.
The book traces Lincoln’s political career through the lens of his struggle with the institution of slavery
and the moral dilemmas it posed. Foner offers a critical and insightful analysis of Lincoln’s legacy in
the context of American history and emancipation.
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