
the borrowers by mary norton

the borrowers by mary norton is a classic children’s fantasy novel that has captivated readers for
generations. Written by Mary Norton, this timeless story explores the hidden world of tiny people who
live secretly within human households, borrowing items to survive. The narrative combines adventure,
imagination, and warmth, making it a beloved piece of literature in children’s fiction. This article delves
into the plot, characters, themes, and the cultural impact of the book. It also examines the author’s
background and the legacy of the series, providing a comprehensive understanding of why The Borrowers
remains relevant today. Readers interested in classic literature, fantasy, and family-friendly stories will find
detailed insights into this remarkable work. Below is a table of contents outlining the key sections covered.
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Overview of The Borrowers by Mary Norton
The Borrowers by Mary Norton introduces a unique fantasy world inhabited by tiny people who live
hidden from humans. These miniature beings, known as Borrowers, survive by "borrowing" everyday
household items from unsuspecting human families. The story is set primarily in an English country house,
which serves as the Borrowers’ home and playground. Norton’s inventive concept combines elements of
fantasy with a realistic portrayal of family dynamics and resourcefulness. The novel was first published in
1952 and has since become a staple of children’s literature, inspiring numerous sequels and adaptations.

Concept and Setting
The Borrowers live in small, concealed spaces such as underneath floorboards or behind walls. Their world
is intricately connected to the human environment, yet they remain hidden to avoid detection. The setting
reflects a mid-20th century English household, emphasizing the contrast between the Borrowers’ tiny scale



and the large human world. This contrast enriches the narrative, highlighting themes of survival and
ingenuity.

Genre and Style
The book is a blend of fantasy, adventure, and family drama. Norton's writing style is accessible and
engaging, suitable for children but with enough depth to appeal to adult readers. The language is
descriptive yet straightforward, creating vivid imagery that brings the tiny Borrowers’ world to life.

Main Characters and Their Roles
The characters in the borrowers by mary norton are central to the story’s charm and emotional depth. Each
character embodies traits that contribute to the narrative’s progression and thematic exploration.

The Clock Family
The Clock family is the primary focus of the novel. The family members include:

Arrietty Clock: The young and curious borrower daughter, whose perspective drives much of the
story.

Pod Clock: Arrietty’s father, resourceful and protective, skilled in borrowing items to sustain their
family.

Homily Clock: Arrietty’s mother, cautious and nurturing, often concerned with the family’s safety.

This family dynamic illustrates themes of love, resilience, and the challenges of living covertly.

Human Characters
Humans, referred to as "human beans" by the Borrowers, play an important role in the story. Key human
characters include:

Mrs. May: The housekeeper of the English country house, representing authority and order.

Mr. and Mrs. Driver: The homeowners, whose presence creates both danger and opportunity for the
Borrowers.



George: A young boy who befriends Arrietty, symbolizing hope and understanding between species.

Plot Summary and Key Events
The narrative of the borrowers by mary norton follows the adventures and challenges faced by the Clock
family as they navigate life hidden within a human household. The plot is driven by their need to borrow
supplies and avoid detection by the humans.

Introduction and Discovery
The story begins with Arrietty’s first borrowing expedition outside their home, where she encounters
George, the human boy. This meeting sets the stage for a fragile friendship and reveals the existence of
Borrowers to the human world.

Conflict and Danger
The Borrowers face increasing risk as their secret is threatened by various household dangers, including
the potential for eviction and discovery by the humans. The family must rely on their ingenuity and
cooperation to survive these threats.

Resolution and Growth
Through a series of adventures and close calls, the Clocks learn valuable lessons about trust, courage, and
adaptation. The story concludes with a hopeful tone, emphasizing the strength of family bonds and the
possibility of peaceful coexistence.

Themes and Literary Significance
The borrowers by mary norton explores several enduring themes that contribute to its literary importance
and appeal.

Resourcefulness and Survival
The Borrowers embody creativity and adaptability, using their small size to their advantage in a large and
often dangerous world. Their borrowing is a metaphor for making do with limited resources, a theme that



resonates with readers of all ages.

Family and Community
The novel highlights the importance of family support and cooperation. The Clocks work together to
overcome challenges, reflecting universal values of love and loyalty.

Perspective and Empathy
By presenting the world from the Borrowers’ point of view, Norton encourages readers to consider
different perspectives and develop empathy for those who live differently.

Fear and Trust
The tension between fear of humans and the possibility of friendship is a key theme, illustrating the
complexities of interaction between different groups.

Mary Norton: Author Background
Mary Norton, the author of the borrowers by mary norton, was an English writer born in 1903. She
specialized in children’s literature, gaining fame primarily through the Borrowers series. Norton’s
background in education and her keen imagination influenced her storytelling approach, which combines
fantasy elements with relatable themes.

Writing Career
Norton wrote several children’s books, but the Borrowers series remains her most celebrated work. The
success of the novels earned her the prestigious Carnegie Medal in 1952, recognizing outstanding children’s
literature.

Influences and Style
Her writing is characterized by detailed descriptions, engaging characters, and the ability to create
immersive worlds. Norton’s work often reflects post-war British society’s values and challenges, subtly
woven into her fantasy narratives.



Impact and Adaptations
The influence of the borrowers by mary norton extends beyond literature, inspiring various adaptations
and maintaining a lasting cultural presence.

Sequels and Series
The original novel spawned several sequels, expanding the Borrowers’ universe and continuing their
adventures. These books further explore themes introduced in the first installment and deepen character
development.

Film, Television, and Stage Adaptations

Multiple film adaptations, including the 1997 live-action movie, have brought the story to new
audiences.

Television series have adapted the narrative for serialized viewing, often emphasizing the fantasy
elements.

Theatrical productions and radio dramas have also been popular, showcasing the story’s versatility.

Legacy in Children’s Literature
The Borrowers have become iconic in children’s fantasy, influencing other writers and creators. The
novel’s imaginative premise and heartfelt storytelling continue to inspire adaptations and new works in the
genre.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'The Borrowers' by Mary Norton?
The central theme of 'The Borrowers' is the idea of survival and adaptation, as the tiny Borrower family
must cleverly live unnoticed within a human household while borrowing items to sustain themselves.



Who are the main characters in 'The Borrowers' and what are their
roles?
The main characters are the Borrower family: Arrietty, the young and curious borrower girl; Pod, her
resourceful father; and Homily, her cautious mother. They navigate the dangers of living in a human
house by borrowing objects.

How does Mary Norton depict the Borrowers' relationship with humans?
Mary Norton depicts the Borrowers' relationship with humans as cautious and secretive. The Borrowers
view humans as giants and potential threats, so they strive to avoid detection while borrowing essentials
from them.

What makes 'The Borrowers' a classic children's fantasy novel?
'The Borrowers' is considered a classic because of its imaginative premise of tiny people living hidden in
human homes, relatable characters, and themes of courage and ingenuity, all conveyed through engaging
storytelling suitable for children.

How has 'The Borrowers' influenced popular culture?
'The Borrowers' has influenced popular culture through various adaptations including films, TV series, and
stage plays, inspiring stories about miniature people and imaginative worlds coexisting with humans.

What challenges do the Borrowers face in the story?
The Borrowers face challenges such as avoiding detection by humans and household pets, finding enough
resources to survive, and dealing with changes in their living environment that threaten their safety.

Why is Arrietty considered an important character in the novel?
Arrietty is important because she represents curiosity and bravery, often questioning the Borrowers'
cautious way of life and seeking friendship and understanding beyond her tiny world, which drives much
of the story's conflict and growth.

Additional Resources
1. The Borrowers by Mary Norton
This is the original novel that introduces readers to the tiny Borrower family who live secretly in the
walls and floors of an English house. The Borrowers ‘borrow’ small items from the human ‘beans’ to
survive. This charming story explores themes of adventure, family, and the clash between different
worlds.



2. The Borrowers Afield by Mary Norton
The sequel to The Borrowers, this book follows the Clock family as they leave their home and venture
into the countryside. They face new challenges and meet other Borrowers while trying to find a safe place
to live. The novel continues the themes of survival and adaptation in an unfamiliar environment.

3. The Borrowers Afloat by Mary Norton
In this third installment, the Borrowers encounter a series of adventures involving a river journey. Their
resourcefulness and courage are put to the test as they navigate dangers on the water. The story highlights
friendship and the spirit of exploration.

4. The Borrowers Aloft by Mary Norton
This book follows the Borrowers as they take to the skies in a makeshift flying machine. Their daring
flight leads them to unexpected places and new discoveries. The story combines whimsy with a sense of
daring adventure.

5. The Borrowers Avenged by Mary Norton
The final book in the original series brings the Borrowers back to their home, where they must confront
new threats. Themes of loyalty and bravery are central as they defend their way of life. It provides a
satisfying conclusion to the Clock family’s saga.

6. Arrietty’s Journey by Mary Norton
A retelling of the Borrowers’ adventures from the perspective of Arrietty, the young Borrower girl. This
version offers a fresh viewpoint and deeper insight into her character and emotions. It is a charming
companion to the original series.

7. The Borrowers and the Little House by Mary Norton
In this short story, the Borrowers discover a miniature house that offers them a new kind of refuge. The
story explores themes of home and belonging, emphasizing the importance of family and safety. It’s a
delightful addition to the Borrowers’ world.

8. The Borrowers: The Movie Novelization by Mary Norton (adapted by another author)
Based on the 1997 film adaptation of The Borrowers, this novelization expands on the story with added
scenes and details. It provides fans of the book and movie a new way to enjoy the Borrowers’ adventures.
The narrative captures the charm and excitement of the original tale.

9. The Borrowers Graphic Novel adapted by various authors
This adaptation brings the Borrowers’ story to life through vivid illustrations and a condensed narrative. It
is an accessible way for younger readers to experience the classic tale. The graphic novel format highlights
key moments with visual storytelling, making it engaging and fun.
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