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the cherokee removal a brief history with documents 3 provides a concise yet
comprehensive overview of one of the most significant and tragic episodes in
Native American history. This article explores the Cherokee removal through
historical context, key events, and primary documents that shed light on the
experiences of the Cherokee people. The forced relocation, often referred to
as the Trail of Tears, involved the displacement of thousands of Cherokee
from their ancestral homelands in the southeastern United States.
Understanding this event requires examining the legal battles, governmental
policies, and personal testimonies documented during that era. This brief
history also highlights the cultural and human impact of the removal,
supported by authentic documents from the period. Readers will gain insight
into the complexities of the Cherokee removal and its lasting legacy in
American history.
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Historical Background of the Cherokee Removal
The Cherokee removal occurred in the early 19th century, a period marked by
rapid expansion of the United States and increasing pressure on Native
American lands. Originally residing in the southeastern regions including
Georgia, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Alabama, the Cherokee had developed a
sophisticated society. They adopted many European-American customs, including
a written language and a constitutional government. However, the discovery of
gold on Cherokee land and the growing desire of settlers to acquire fertile
land intensified conflicts.

The Cherokee Nation Before Removal
Before the removal, the Cherokee Nation was a resilient and organized
community. They had established schools, newspapers, and a legal system
rooted in their own constitution. Their economy was based on agriculture,



hunting, and trade. Despite their efforts to assimilate and coexist with
European-American settlers, they faced increasing hostility and legal
challenges that undermined their sovereignty.

Pressure from Settlers and State Governments
As settlers moved westward, states such as Georgia sought to extend their
laws over Cherokee territory. This created a clash between state laws and
tribal sovereignty. Many settlers viewed Native American land as an obstacle
to economic growth. State governments often ignored federal treaties and
pursued aggressive policies to displace the Cherokee people.

Legal and Political Context
The Cherokee removal was deeply intertwined with legal and political
developments in the United States during the 1820s and 1830s. Federal and
state governments debated the status of Native American nations and their
rights to land. The Indian Removal Act of 1830 was a pivotal law that
authorized the forced relocation of Native tribes to lands west of the
Mississippi River.

The Indian Removal Act of 1830
Signed by President Andrew Jackson, the Indian Removal Act gave the federal
government the power to negotiate removal treaties with Native American
tribes. Though framed as voluntary, the act led to coercive and forced
removals. The Cherokee were among the tribes most affected, as their lands in
the southeast were highly coveted by settlers and state governments.

Supreme Court Cases: Worcester v. Georgia
In the landmark case Worcester v. Georgia (1832), the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled that the Cherokee Nation was a distinct community with sovereign
rights, and that state laws had no authority over their lands. Despite this
ruling, the federal government and the state of Georgia ignored the decision.
President Jackson reportedly refused to enforce the Court’s ruling, paving
the way for forced removal.

Treaty of New Echota (1835)
The Treaty of New Echota was a controversial agreement signed by a small
faction of Cherokee leaders without the consent of the majority or the
official Cherokee government. It ceded all Cherokee lands east of the
Mississippi River in exchange for land in present-day Oklahoma. This treaty



provided the legal justification for the removal, despite widespread
opposition from the Cherokee people.

The Trail of Tears: The Forced Relocation
The Cherokee removal, often called the Trail of Tears, was the forced march
of thousands of Cherokee people from their homelands to designated Indian
Territory. This journey was marked by extreme hardship, suffering, and death.
The removal took place between 1838 and 1839 under the supervision of the
U.S. government and military forces.

Conditions of the Removal
The Cherokee were forced to leave their homes with little preparation or
adequate supplies. They traveled hundreds of miles over difficult terrain,
often in harsh weather conditions. Thousands died due to disease, starvation,
and exhaustion. The journey is remembered as a tragic episode highlighting
the human cost of American Indian policy during this era.

Key Figures in the Removal
Leaders such as John Ross, Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, vehemently
opposed removal and sought legal and diplomatic means to resist. In contrast,
the Treaty Party, led by Major Ridge and others who signed the Treaty of New
Echota, supported relocation. The U.S. military, under General Winfield
Scott, enforced the removal and managed the logistics of the march.

Forced departure in late 1838

Multiple routes taken by different groups

High mortality rates due to disease and exhaustion

Arrival in designated Indian Territory in present-day Oklahoma

Primary Documents and Testimonies
Understanding the Cherokee removal is enriched by examining primary documents
and personal accounts from the time. These sources provide insight into the
experiences of the Cherokee people, the legal justifications, and the
government’s role in the removal process.



Official Government Records
Documents such as the Treaty of New Echota, congressional debates, and
presidential proclamations reveal the legal framework and governmental intent
behind the removal. These records illustrate the political environment and
the rationale used to justify the displacement of the Cherokee.

Cherokee Petitions and Letters
The Cherokee Nation submitted numerous petitions to the U.S. government
protesting removal and asserting their rights. These documents demonstrate
the Cherokee’s efforts to use legal and diplomatic means to resist. Letters
from Cherokee leaders like John Ross provide personal perspectives on the
injustice they faced.

Eyewitness Accounts and Diaries
Survivor testimonies and contemporary observers recorded the hardships
endured during the Trail of Tears. These narratives describe the suffering,
resilience, and loss experienced by the Cherokee, adding a human dimension to
the historical record.

Impact and Legacy of the Cherokee Removal
The Cherokee removal had profound and lasting consequences for the Cherokee
Nation and the United States. It resulted in significant loss of life,
cultural disruption, and the displacement of an entire people from their
ancestral lands. The event remains a powerful symbol of the injustices
inflicted on Native Americans.

Demographic and Cultural Effects
Thousands of Cherokee perished during the removal, and the survivors faced
the challenge of rebuilding their society in unfamiliar territory. The forced
migration disrupted traditional ways of life and led to cultural and social
upheaval. Nonetheless, the Cherokee Nation persevered and eventually
reestablished its government and institutions.

Historical Memory and Recognition
The Trail of Tears is commemorated in numerous memorials, museums, and
educational programs. It serves as a reminder of the consequences of
expansionist policies and the resilience of Native American communities.
Recognition of the removal’s impact continues to influence contemporary



discussions about indigenous rights and historical justice.

Legal and Political Repercussions
The Cherokee removal set precedents for future Native American policy,
including the continued displacement of tribes and the erosion of tribal
sovereignty. It highlights the complex relationship between federal, state,
and tribal governments and the ongoing struggle for Native American self-
determination.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with
Documents 3' about?
It is a historical book that provides an overview of the Cherokee Removal,
also known as the Trail of Tears, through a combination of narrative history
and primary source documents.

Who authored 'The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History
with Documents 3'?
The book was written by Theda Perdue and Michael D. Green, both respected
historians specializing in Native American history.

What time period does 'The Cherokee Removal: A Brief
History with Documents 3' cover?
The book primarily covers the period from the early 19th century leading up
to and including the forced removal of the Cherokee people in the 1830s.

Why is the Cherokee Removal significant in American
history?
The Cherokee Removal is significant because it represents one of the most
tragic episodes of forced displacement in American history, leading to the
deaths and suffering of thousands of Cherokee people.

What types of documents are included in 'The
Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with Documents 3'?
The book includes government treaties, letters, speeches, legal documents,
personal accounts, and newspaper articles related to the Cherokee Removal.



How does 'The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with
Documents 3' help readers understand the Trail of
Tears?
By combining narrative history with primary documents, the book provides
multiple perspectives and a deeper understanding of the political, social,
and human aspects of the Trail of Tears.

Is 'The Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with
Documents 3' suitable for academic study?
Yes, the book is widely used in academic settings for studying Native
American history and U.S. government policies toward Indigenous peoples.

What role did the U.S. government play in the
Cherokee Removal as depicted in the book?
The book details the U.S. government's role in enforcing Indian Removal
policies, including the passage of the Indian Removal Act and the subsequent
military enforcement of Cherokee relocation.

How does the book address the Cherokee people's
response to removal?
The book presents Cherokee leaders' resistance efforts, legal battles such as
Worcester v. Georgia, and the community's resilience and suffering during the
forced removal.

Additional Resources
1. “Cherokee Removal: A Brief History with Documents” by Theda Perdue and
Michael D. Green
This book provides a comprehensive overview of the Cherokee Removal, also
known as the Trail of Tears, through a combination of narrative history and
primary source documents. The authors explore the social, political, and
cultural impacts of the forced removal on the Cherokee people. It serves as
both an accessible introduction and a detailed study for readers interested
in this tragic chapter of American history.

2. “The Cherokee Nation and the Trail of Tears” by Theda Perdue
Theda Perdue offers an in-depth examination of the Cherokee Nation’s
experiences before, during, and after the removal. This work highlights the
tribe’s resilience and efforts to maintain their sovereignty despite immense
pressure from the U.S. government. The book includes personal accounts and
tribal perspectives that enrich the historical narrative.

3. “Trail of Tears: The Rise and Fall of the Cherokee Nation” by John Ehle



John Ehle’s book tells the story of the Cherokee people’s forced migration
through a compelling narrative that combines history with personal stories.
It traces the political battles, the cultural destruction, and the survival
of the Cherokee Nation. The book is noted for its vivid storytelling and
empathetic portrayal of the Cherokee’s ordeal.

4. “The Removal of the Cherokee Nation: Manifest Destiny and Indian Removal”
by Donald B. Ricky
This book places the Cherokee Removal within the broader context of Manifest
Destiny and U.S. expansionist policies. It examines the legal and political
maneuvers that facilitated the removal and critiques the ethical implications
of U.S. government actions. The work also discusses the consequences for the
Cherokee and other Native American nations.

5. “Remembering the Trail of Tears: Cherokee Survivance and Cultural Memory”
by Kristen L. Sneary
Sneary’s book focuses on the ways the Cherokee people remember and interpret
the Trail of Tears in contemporary culture. It explores themes of survivance,
memory, and identity through literature, oral histories, and commemorations.
This work underscores the ongoing significance of the Removal in Cherokee
cultural consciousness.

6. “The Trail of Tears and Indian Removal” by Theda Perdue and Michael D.
Green
This concise volume provides an accessible introduction to the broader Indian
Removal policies that affected multiple tribes, with a focus on the Cherokee
experience. The authors use documents and narrative to explain the political
and social forces behind the removal. It is ideal for readers new to the
topic or seeking a summary overview.

7. “Unworthy Republic: The Dispossession of Native Americans and the Road to
Indian Territory” by Claudio Saunt
Saunt’s work expands the discussion to include multiple Native American
nations affected by removal policies, including the Cherokee. The book traces
the economic and political motivations behind dispossession and relocation.
It provides a critical examination of U.S. history from the perspective of
Native peoples.

8. “Cherokee Removal: Before and After” by William L. Anderson
This book examines the period leading up to the Cherokee Removal and its
aftermath, focusing on political, social, and economic factors. Anderson
analyzes how Cherokee society adapted to the challenges of removal and
reestablished itself in Indian Territory. The work highlights the
complexities of Cherokee leadership and survival.

9. “The Trail of Tears: Forced Removal of the Cherokee Nation” by Gloria
Jahoda
Jahoda presents a detailed narrative of the Trail of Tears, emphasizing the
human suffering and resilience of the Cherokee people. The book combines
historical research with vivid storytelling to bring the events to life. It
remains a popular and influential account of the removal era for both



scholars and general readers.
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