
the cricket in times square by george
selden
the cricket in times square by george selden is a beloved children’s novel
that has captivated readers since its publication in 1960. This enchanting
story weaves together themes of friendship, adventure, and the magic found in
everyday urban life. Set against the bustling backdrop of New York City, the
book follows the journey of a small cricket named Chester who finds himself
in the heart of Times Square. George Selden’s masterful storytelling and
vivid descriptions bring the city to life, making the novel a timeless
classic for young readers and adults alike. This article explores the plot,
characters, themes, and legacy of the book, providing an in-depth look at why
it remains a treasured piece of children’s literature. Below is a detailed
table of contents outlining the key aspects covered in this article.
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Overview of the Story
The cricket in times square by george selden narrates the adventures of
Chester, a cricket who accidentally arrives in New York City’s Times Square.
The story begins when Chester is transported from the countryside inside a
picnic basket. Once in the city, he encounters a variety of characters who
help him adjust to urban life. The novel follows Chester’s efforts to survive
in an unfamiliar environment while making new friends and discovering his own
talents.

Plot Summary
Chester’s journey starts aboard a picnic basket that is taken to New York
City. After escaping from the basket, Chester hides in the basement of the



New York Public Library, where he meets Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat. These two
urban animals introduce Chester to city life and help him navigate the
challenges he faces. Throughout the story, Chester learns to play the violin,
which becomes central to his identity and the plot.

Key Events

Chester’s arrival in Times Square and discovery of the library basement.

Friendship development with Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat.

Chester’s violin practice and performances.

Challenges posed by city life and human interactions.

Final resolution emphasizing friendship and perseverance.

Main Characters
The cricket in times square by george selden features a memorable cast of
characters, each contributing significantly to the story’s charm and message.
The characters provide insight into themes of friendship, courage, and
adaptation.

Chester Cricket
Chester is the protagonist and a cricket from Connecticut. His gentle nature,
curiosity, and musical talent define his character. Chester’s journey from
rural life to the urban environment symbolizes growth and discovery.

Tucker Mouse
Tucker is a witty and resourceful mouse who resides in the library basement.
He acts as Chester’s guide and friend, offering practical advice and
companionship. Tucker’s street-smart personality contrasts with Chester’s
innocence.

Harry Cat
Harry is a friendly and protective alley cat who befriends Chester and
Tucker. Despite being a cat, Harry chooses friendship over predatory
instincts, highlighting themes of loyalty and kindness.



Themes and Symbolism
The cricket in times square by george selden explores several themes that
resonate with readers across generations. Symbolism is woven throughout the
narrative, enriching the story’s depth and meaning.

Friendship and Community
One of the central themes is the importance of friendship and support.
Chester’s survival and happiness depend on the relationships he builds with
Tucker and Harry, emphasizing that community is vital in overcoming
adversity.

Adaptation and Change
The story illustrates adapting to new environments and embracing change.
Chester’s move from the countryside to the city parallels the human
experience of facing unfamiliar situations with courage and resilience.

Music as a Universal Language
Chester’s violin playing symbolizes the power of music to connect beings from
diverse backgrounds. Music serves as a bridge between Chester and the human
world, highlighting creativity and expression.

Setting and Atmosphere
The setting of the cricket in times square by george selden is integral to
the narrative, creating a vivid and immersive atmosphere. The contrast
between the rural origins of Chester and the urban landscape of Times Square
enriches the story’s texture.

Times Square and New York City
Times Square is portrayed as a bustling, vibrant place filled with lights,
sounds, and constant activity. The depiction captures the essence of city
life, providing a dynamic backdrop for Chester’s adventures.

The New York Public Library Basement
The library basement serves as a safe haven for Chester and his friends. Its
quiet, book-filled environment contrasts with the chaotic city above,
symbolizing knowledge, refuge, and friendship.



Author Background and Writing Style
George Selden, the author of the cricket in times square by george selden,
was an American writer known for his ability to blend realism with fantasy.
His background and literary approach contribute significantly to the novel’s
appeal.

George Selden’s Biography
George Selden was born in 1929 and had a passion for storytelling and
literature. His experiences and observations of urban life influenced his
writing style, which often included anthropomorphic characters and
imaginative scenarios.

Narrative Techniques and Style
Selden employs simple yet evocative language, making the story accessible to
children while maintaining literary quality. His use of detailed descriptions
and character development creates a vivid, engaging narrative.

Reception and Legacy
Since its release, the cricket in times square by george selden has received
critical acclaim and remains a staple in children’s literature. Its enduring
popularity reflects its impact on readers and educators.

Awards and Honors
The book won the Newbery Honor in 1961, recognizing its excellence in
children’s literature. This accolade solidified its status as a classic and
contributed to its widespread recognition.

Impact on Children’s Literature
The novel influenced subsequent works featuring animal protagonists and urban
settings. Its themes of friendship and adaptation continue to resonate in
educational settings and literary discussions.

Related Works and Adaptations
The cricket in times square by george selden inspired sequels and
adaptations, expanding the story’s universe and reaching new audiences
through various media.



Sequels and Series

Tucker’s Countryside – A sequel focusing on the mouse Tucker’s
adventures.

The Cricket in Times Square and the Great Escape – Further adventures of
Chester and friends.

Harry Cat’s Pet Puppy – A story centered on Harry Cat’s experiences.

Adaptations
The novel has been adapted into stage plays, audio recordings, and
educational programs, highlighting its versatility and appeal across
different formats. These adaptations help introduce the story to new
generations of readers and audiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Cricket in Times
Square' by George Selden?
The main theme of 'The Cricket in Times Square' is friendship and the
importance of kindness and understanding across different species.

Who are the main characters in 'The Cricket in Times
Square'?
The main characters are Chester the cricket, Tucker the mouse, Harry the cat,
and Mario, a young boy who befriends the animals.

Where is the setting of 'The Cricket in Times
Square'?
The story is set in Times Square, New York City, particularly in a newsstand
owned by Mario's family.

What role does Chester the cricket play in the
story?
Chester is a talented cricket whose music brings joy to the characters and
helps solve problems, symbolizing hope and creativity.



How does Mario contribute to the story in 'The
Cricket in Times Square'?
Mario befriends Chester and the other animals, helping to protect them and
bridging the gap between humans and animals.

What challenges do the characters face in 'The
Cricket in Times Square'?
The characters face challenges such as Chester being far from his natural
habitat and the threat of the newsstand closing down.

Why is 'The Cricket in Times Square' considered a
classic children's book?
It is considered a classic because of its timeless themes, memorable
characters, and its warm portrayal of friendship and adventure in an urban
setting.

How does George Selden use the setting of Times
Square to enhance the story?
Selden uses the bustling, lively environment of Times Square to contrast with
the small, quiet cricket, highlighting themes of belonging and adaptation.

What lessons can children learn from 'The Cricket in
Times Square'?
Children learn about friendship, acceptance, courage, and the value of
helping others regardless of differences.

Has 'The Cricket in Times Square' been adapted into
other media?
Yes, it has been adapted into an animated film and stage productions, helping
to bring the story to a wider audience.

Additional Resources
1. Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O'Brien
This classic children's novel tells the story of Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse
who seeks the help of a group of highly intelligent rats to save her family.
The book combines adventure, science fiction, and themes of bravery and
friendship. Like *The Cricket in Times Square*, it features anthropomorphic
animals and explores their interactions with the human world.



2. The Mouse and the Motorcycle by Beverly Cleary
Ralph, a young mouse, discovers a toy motorcycle and learns to ride it,
leading to exciting adventures in a hotel. The story highlights themes of
courage, friendship, and the thrill of discovery. This book, similar to *The
Cricket in Times Square*, centers on a small animal navigating a human
environment.

3. Stuart Little by E.B. White
Stuart Little is a charming tale of a small mouse born into a human family in
New York City. The story follows Stuart’s adventures as he searches for his
missing friend, exploring themes of identity and belonging. Like George
Selden’s book, it features a small creature dealing with the challenges of a
big city.

4. Charlotte's Web by E.B. White
This beloved story follows Wilbur the pig and his friendship with Charlotte,
a wise and caring spider. Together, they devise a plan to save Wilbur from
being slaughtered. The novel showcases themes of friendship, loyalty, and the
cycles of life, with anthropomorphic animals at its heart.

5. The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo
Despereaux Tilling is a small mouse with big ears and an even bigger heart,
who embarks on a quest to save a human princess. The story is filled with
bravery, forgiveness, and hope, much like *The Cricket in Times Square*. It
beautifully blends fantasy with heartfelt emotion.

6. Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
This story centers on a young girl and her dog, Winn-Dixie, who help her make
friends in a new town. The novel explores themes of friendship, loneliness,
and community. Though not about a cricket or small animal, it shares the
warmth and charm found in Selden’s storytelling.

7. Owl Moon by Jane Yolen
A beautifully illustrated picture book about a child and their father going
owling on a quiet winter night. The story captures the wonder of nature and
the quiet bond between parent and child. Like *The Cricket in Times Square*,
it celebrates the natural world and the magic found within it.

8. The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame
This classic tells the adventures of Mole, Rat, Toad, and Badger along the
English riverbank. It explores themes of friendship, home, and adventure,
with richly drawn animal characters who live in a human-like society. The
book shares a similar charm and gentle humor to Selden’s work.

9. Flora and Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures by Kate DiCamillo
Flora rescues a squirrel who gains superhero powers after an accident with a
vacuum cleaner. The book combines humor, adventure, and heartwarming moments,
exploring the unusual friendship between a girl and an extraordinary animal.
It echoes the whimsical spirit found in *The Cricket in Times Square*.
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