the devil and tom walker answer key

the devil and tom walker answer key provides a comprehensive guide to understanding
Washington Irving’s classic short story, "The Devil and Tom Walker." This article serves as a detailed
resource for students, educators, and literature enthusiasts seeking clarifications on plot points,
themes, characters, and symbolism within the narrative. By exploring the answer key, readers can
grasp the moral lessons, historical context, and literary devices employed by Irving. Additionally,
this guide addresses common questions and interpretations that arise during study or discussion.
With an emphasis on clear explanations and relevant examples, the content enhances
comprehension and supports academic success related to this iconic work. The following sections
will cover plot summary, character analysis, themes, symbolism, and frequently asked questions to
provide a thorough understanding of the story.
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Plot Summary and Key Events

The devil and tom walker answer key begins with a clear overview of the story’s plot, focusing on the
main events that drive the narrative. "The Devil and Tom Walker" is set in a dark, swampy forest
near Boston, where Tom Walker encounters the Devil, known as Old Scratch. The story unfolds as
Tom agrees to sell his soul in exchange for wealth, leading to a series of consequential decisions and
outcomes.

Key events include the initial meeting with the Devil, Tom’s pact, his rise in wealth through
unscrupulous means, and ultimately, his downfall. This section outlines the chronological sequence
and highlights critical moments that reflect the story’s moral undertones.

Initial Encounter with the Devil

Tom Walker meets Old Scratch in a gloomy swamp, a setting that symbolizes moral corruption and
danger. The Devil offers Tom a deal involving buried treasure, but Tom hesitates, reflecting his
initial greed and apprehension.



Tom’s Agreement and Consequences

Tom eventually accepts the pact but attempts to cheat the Devil by becoming a usurer and exploiting
others financially. This decision marks Tom’s moral decline and foreshadows his inevitable
punishment.

Tom’s Ultimate Fate

Despite his attempts to repent through religious acts later in life, Tom is taken by the Devil as
payment for his soul. His sudden disappearance serves as a cautionary ending emphasizing the
consequences of greed and moral compromise.

Main Characters and Their Roles

The devil and tom walker answer key identifies and analyzes the primary characters that shape the
story’s message and plot. Understanding each character’s significance helps clarify the narrative’s
dynamics and thematic development.

Tom Walker

As the protagonist, Tom Walker is portrayed as a miserly, greedy man willing to sacrifice his soul for
wealth. His character embodies the dangers of avarice and moral corruption prevalent in society.

The Devil (Old Scratch)

Old Scratch serves as the antagonist, representing temptation and evil. His role is to test human
morality and reveal the consequences of making unethical choices.

Tom’s Wife

Tom’s wife is depicted as equally greedy and quarrelsome. Her disappearance early in the story
removes a rival for Tom'’s attention and highlights the toxic nature of their relationship.

Themes and Moral Lessons

The devil and tom walker answer key explores the central themes and ethical messages embedded in
the story. Washington Irving uses this narrative to comment on human nature and societal flaws.

Greed and Materialism

One of the predominant themes is the corrupting power of greed. Tom’s willingness to sell his soul



illustrates how materialism can lead to moral decay and self-destruction.

Morality and Corruption

The story critiques the lack of integrity in individuals, especially through Tom'’s role as a usurer,
highlighting the societal consequences of unethical behavior.

Religious Hypocrisy

Tom’s late-life attempts at repentance, including carrying a Bible, expose the superficial nature of
religious devotion when not accompanied by genuine moral reform.

Symbolism and Literary Devices

The devil and tom walker answer key addresses the rich symbolism and literary techniques
Washington Irving uses to deepen the narrative’s impact. These elements enhance readers’
understanding of the story’s themes and tone.

The Swamp and Forest Setting

The ominous swamp symbolizes danger, moral ambiguity, and the unknown. It is the physical space
where temptation and evil reside, reinforcing the story’s dark atmosphere.

The Devil as a Symbol

Old Scratch embodies evil, temptation, and the consequences of moral failure. His presence serves
as a constant reminder of the stakes involved in Tom’s choices.

Use of Irony and Satire

Irving employs irony to critique societal practices, such as Tom'’s hypocritical religiosity and the
corrupt financial dealings that lead to his wealth. Satire is evident in the exaggerated depiction of
characters to highlight moral shortcomings.

e Symbolism enhances thematic depth
e Irony illustrates contradictions in character behavior

« Satire critiques social and religious institutions



Frequently Asked Questions

The devil and tom walker answer key includes answers to common questions regarding the story’s
interpretation, characters, and historical context to aid comprehension and classroom discussion.

What is the moral of "The Devil and Tom Walker"?

The story warns against greed and the temptation to achieve wealth through immoral means. It
emphasizes that such pursuits ultimately lead to ruin and spiritual loss.

How does the story reflect historical attitudes?

Set during the early 18th century, the narrative reflects Puritanical values and critiques the social
climate of Irving’s time, including the corrupt nature of financial practices and superficial religiosity.

Why does Tom Walker become a usurer?

After the pact with the Devil, Tom chooses to exploit others financially instead of engaging in honest
work. This role highlights his greed and moral bankruptcy.

What literary genre does the story belong to?

"The Devil and Tom Walker" is a dark romantic short story featuring elements of folklore, allegory,
and moral fable.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary theme of 'The Devil and Tom Walker'?

The primary theme of 'The Devil and Tom Walker' is the corrupting power of greed and the
consequences of making immoral bargains.

Who is Tom Walker and what deal does he make in the story?

Tom Walker is a miserly man who makes a deal with the Devil, trading his soul in exchange for
wealth.

What role does the Devil play in the story?

The Devil serves as a tempter and enforcer of corrupt bargains, representing evil and moral decay.



How does Tom Walker’s character change throughout the
story?

Tom Walker starts as a greedy man, makes a deal with the Devil, becomes wealthy, but eventually
tries to repent, though unsuccessfully.

What is the significance of Tom Walker’s wife in the story?

Tom’s wife is portrayed as equally greedy and quarrelsome; her disappearance after confronting the
Devil highlights the dangers of greed.

What is the moral lesson conveyed in 'The Devil and Tom
Walker'?

The moral lesson is that greed and immoral shortcuts lead to destruction, and one cannot escape the
consequences of unethical choices.

How does Washington Irving use setting to enhance the
story’s themes?

The dark, swampy woods and the eerie atmosphere create a sense of danger and moral decay,
reinforcing the story's themes of temptation and evil.

What happens to Tom Walker at the end of the story?

At the end, the Devil claims Tom Walker’s soul as punishment for his deal, and all his wealth
disappears.

Why is 'The Devil and Tom Walker' considered a cautionary
tale?

It warns readers about the perils of greed and making deals with evil forces, emphasizing the
importance of integrity and moral choices.

Additional Resources

1. The Devil and Tom Walker by Washington Irving: Study Guide and Answer Key

This guide provides comprehensive answers and analysis for Washington Irving’s classic tale, "The
Devil and Tom Walker." It includes chapter summaries, character analyses, and thematic discussions
to deepen understanding. Ideal for students and educators, it helps clarify the moral lessons and
historical context of the story.

2. Understanding The Devil and Tom Walker: Themes and Symbolism Explained

This book explores the major themes and symbols in Irving’s story, such as greed, moral corruption,
and the Faustian bargain. It offers detailed explanations that enhance readers’ appreciation of the
literary elements. Perfect for literature students seeking to grasp the deeper meanings behind the



narrative.

3. Washington Irving’s The Devil and Tom Walker: A Critical Anthology

A collection of critical essays and interpretations of "The Devil and Tom Walker," this anthology
presents various scholarly perspectives. It examines the story’s place in American literature and its
reflection of early 19th-century societal values. Readers gain insight into the lasting impact of
Irving’s work.

4. Devil’s Bargains: The Faust Legend in Literature and Culture

This book places "The Devil and Tom Walker" within the broader tradition of Faustian tales. It
discusses how the story relates to other works featuring deals with the devil, highlighting common
motifs and moral lessons. A valuable resource for understanding the cultural significance of these
narratives.

5. Teaching The Devil and Tom Walker: Lesson Plans and Activities

Designed for educators, this resource offers detailed lesson plans, discussion questions, and creative
activities centered on Irving’s story. It assists teachers in engaging students and encouraging
critical thinking about the text’s themes. The book also includes an answer key for assignments.

6. The Moral of the Story: Greed and Consequences in The Devil and Tom Walker

This analysis focuses on the ethical and moral messages embedded in Irving’s tale. It discusses how
the story warns against greed and the pursuit of wealth at any cost. Readers will appreciate the
timeless relevance of these cautionary themes.

7. American Gothic Literature: The Devil and Tom Walker and Beyond

Examining "The Devil and Tom Walker" as a key work in American Gothic literature, this book
situates it alongside other dark, supernatural stories. It explores how Irving’s use of setting, tone,
and character contributes to the genre. The book also touches on the historical and cultural
background influencing the narrative.

8. Washington Irving: The Man Behind The Devil and Tom Walker

A biographical account that delves into Washington Irving’s life and how his experiences shaped his
writing. This book provides context for understanding his motives and inspirations for "The Devil
and Tom Walker." It is a useful companion for readers who want to connect the author’s life to his
work.

9. Symbols and Motifs in The Devil and Tom Walker: A Visual Guide
This illustrated guide highlights key symbols and motifs found in the story, such as the swamp, the

devil, and Tom’s wife. Each symbol is explained in detail, helping readers decode the story’s deeper
layers. The visuals make it accessible for learners of all ages.
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