
the devil and tom walker worksheet answers
the devil and tom walker worksheet answers provide essential guidance for students and
educators exploring Washington Irving’s classic short story, "The Devil and Tom Walker." This
article delves into comprehensive explanations and interpretations of typical worksheet questions,
ensuring a thorough understanding of the story’s themes, characters, and symbolism. By examining
common queries related to the plot, moral lessons, and literary devices, learners can enhance their
grasp of this American literary work. The devil and tom walker worksheet answers also assist in
preparing for assessments by clarifying challenging aspects and encouraging critical thinking. This
resource is invaluable for teachers planning lessons and students seeking clarity on the story’s
complexities. Below is a detailed overview of the main sections covered in this article.

Understanding the Plot and Characters

Analyzing Themes and Symbolism

Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Tips for Using the Worksheet Effectively

Additional Resources for Deeper Comprehension

Understanding the Plot and Characters

Grasping the narrative structure and character development is crucial when reviewing the devil and
tom walker worksheet answers. The story revolves around Tom Walker, a miserly man who
encounters the devil and makes a Faustian bargain, trading his soul for wealth. The plot unfolds with
themes of greed, moral corruption, and retribution, which are reflected in the characters’ actions
and fates.

Plot Overview

The plot begins with Tom Walker meeting the devil in a swamp near Boston. The devil offers Tom a
deal to obtain hidden treasure in exchange for his soul. Despite initial reluctance, Tom agrees and
later uses the wealth gained through this pact to become a moneylender, exploiting others.
Eventually, his greed leads to his downfall when the devil claims his soul.

Main Characters

Understanding the characters is essential for answering worksheet questions effectively. The



primary characters include:

Tom Walker: The protagonist, characterized by greed and moral weakness.

The Devil (Old Scratch): Represents temptation and evil, offering Tom a corrupt bargain.

Tom’s Wife: A shrewish woman whose greed and abusive nature mirror Tom’s flaws.

Analyzing Themes and Symbolism

Exploring the underlying themes and symbolism in the devil and tom walker worksheet answers
enriches the comprehension of the story’s messages. The story’s moral lessons and symbolic
elements are often focal points in worksheet questions.

Major Themes

The story conveys several powerful themes, including:

Greed and Corruption: Tom’s insatiable desire for wealth leads to his moral decay.

Consequences of Moral Compromise: The Faustian bargain symbolizes the price of
unethical decisions.

Hypocrisy and Religious Criticism: Tom’s late-life piety is portrayed as superficial and self-
serving.

Symbolic Elements

Symbolism plays a significant role in enhancing the story’s meaning. Key symbols include:

The Swamp: Represents moral decay and the dark nature of Tom’s bargain.

Old Scratch (the Devil): Embodies temptation and evil forces influencing human behavior.

Tom’s House: Symbolizes his wealth and greed, often described as gloomy and foreboding.



Common Worksheet Questions and Answers

Typical devil and tom walker worksheet answers focus on clarifying plot details, character
motivations, and thematic interpretations. Below are examples of frequently asked questions with
detailed answers.

Why does Tom Walker make a deal with the devil?

Tom agrees to the deal primarily because of his greed and desire for wealth. He is dissatisfied with
his modest life and sees the bargain as an opportunity to gain riches without considering the moral
consequences. His willingness reflects the story’s theme of how greed can lead to spiritual and
ethical downfall.

How is Tom’s wife portrayed, and what role does she play in
the story?

Tom’s wife is depicted as equally greedy and quarrelsome, often challenging Tom’s decisions. Her
aggressive pursuit of the treasure and eventual disappearance highlight the destructive nature of
greed. Her character serves to contrast and amplify Tom’s flaws.

What is the significance of Tom’s occupation as a usurer?

Tom becomes a moneylender, charging exorbitant interest rates and exploiting debtors. This
occupation symbolizes his moral corruption and greed. It also reflects the story’s criticism of
ruthless capitalism and unethical financial practices prevalent in society.

How does the story end, and what message does it convey?

The story concludes with the devil claiming Tom’s soul as punishment for his greed and moral
failures. This ending reinforces the moral lesson that ill-gotten wealth and unethical bargains
ultimately lead to destruction. It warns readers about the dangers of compromising integrity for
material gain.

What literary devices are commonly analyzed in the story?

The story employs various literary devices that are often highlighted in worksheet answers:



Irony: Tom’s attempts to avoid the devil through superficial piety are ultimately futile.

Foreshadowing: Early descriptions of the swamp and the devil hint at Tom’s grim fate.

Allegory: The entire narrative serves as an allegory about the consequences of greed and
moral compromise.

Tips for Using the Worksheet Effectively

To maximize the educational value of the devil and tom walker worksheet answers, certain strategies
can be applied. Proper use of the worksheet enhances understanding and promotes critical analysis
of the text.

Read the Story Carefully

Thorough reading of the original text is essential before attempting worksheet questions. This
foundation enables accurate and insightful responses, avoiding superficial answers.

Focus on Themes and Character Motivations

Pay close attention to the motivations of Tom Walker and other characters, as well as the
overarching themes. These elements are central to most worksheet questions and facilitate deeper
comprehension.

Use Textual Evidence

Support answers with direct quotes or specific references from the story. This approach strengthens
responses and demonstrates a clear understanding of the material.

Discuss Symbolism and Literary Devices

Analyzing the symbolism and literary techniques employed by Washington Irving enriches responses
and showcases higher-level critical thinking skills.



Additional Resources for Deeper Comprehension

Beyond the devil and tom walker worksheet answers, various supplementary materials can aid
learners in mastering the story’s content. These resources provide diverse perspectives and enhance
analytical skills.

Study Guides and Summaries

Comprehensive study guides offer detailed summaries, character analyses, and thematic discussions
that complement worksheet answers. They serve as valuable references for revision and exam
preparation.

Classroom Discussions and Essays

Engaging in discussions or writing essays about the story encourages deeper reflection and personal
interpretation, fostering a more nuanced understanding.

Multimedia Resources

Audio versions, video analyses, and interactive quizzes can make the learning experience more
dynamic and accessible, catering to different learning styles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme explored in 'The Devil and Tom
Walker' worksheet?
The main theme explored is the consequences of greed and moral corruption.

Who is Tom Walker in 'The Devil and Tom Walker'?
Tom Walker is the protagonist who makes a deal with the devil in exchange for wealth.

What deal does Tom Walker make with the devil according to
the worksheet answers?
Tom Walker agrees to sell his soul to the devil in exchange for riches and financial success.



How does Tom Walker's character change throughout the
story based on worksheet analysis?
Tom becomes increasingly greedy and morally corrupt, ultimately leading to his downfall.

What role does Tom Walker's wife play in the story as per
worksheet answers?
Tom's wife is portrayed as equally greedy and contentious, and her fate serves as a warning.

What is the significance of the swamp in 'The Devil and Tom
Walker' worksheet?
The swamp symbolizes danger, moral decay, and the devil's domain where Tom makes his pact.

According to worksheet answers, what literary devices are
prominent in 'The Devil and Tom Walker'?
Prominent literary devices include symbolism, allegory, and irony.

What lesson does 'The Devil and Tom Walker' teach as
reflected in the worksheet answers?
The story teaches that greed and moral compromise lead to destruction and loss of soul.

Additional Resources
1. The Devil and Tom Walker by Washington Irving - Study Guide and Worksheet Answers
This guide provides comprehensive answers and explanations for worksheets based on Washington
Irving’s “The Devil and Tom Walker.” It includes detailed summaries, character analyses, and theme
discussions to aid students and educators in understanding the story’s moral and historical context.
Perfect for classroom use or individual study.

2. Understanding The Devil and Tom Walker: A Teacher’s Companion
This companion book offers in-depth lesson plans, discussion questions, and worksheet answers
tailored for teachers. It breaks down complex themes such as greed, morality, and Faustian
bargains, helping educators facilitate meaningful conversations around the story.

3. The Devil and Tom Walker: Text and Workbook
Combining the full text of the short story with targeted worksheets and answer keys, this book is
designed for students to reinforce comprehension and critical thinking skills. Activities focus on
literary devices, plot development, and character motivations.

4. Faustian Legends: The Devil and Tom Walker and Beyond
This book explores the legend of Faust and its influence on “The Devil and Tom Walker,” drawing
parallels with other similar tales. It includes analytical questions and answers to help readers



understand cultural and literary contexts.

5. Washington Irving’s The Devil and Tom Walker: A Student Guide
Tailored specifically for high school students, this guide offers chapter summaries, vocabulary
exercises, and answer keys. It emphasizes understanding the story’s cautionary themes about greed
and moral corruption.

6. Classic American Short Stories: The Devil and Tom Walker Worksheet Solutions
Part of a series covering classic American literature, this book provides worksheet answers and
explanations for multiple stories, including “The Devil and Tom Walker.” It supports students in
mastering literary analysis and historical perspectives.

7. The Devil and Tom Walker: Themes, Symbols, and Worksheet Answers
Focusing on the thematic elements and symbolism within the story, this resource offers detailed
answers to worksheet questions that encourage deeper literary analysis. It is useful for both
students and teachers aiming to explore the story’s underlying messages.

8. Exploring Morality in Literature: The Devil and Tom Walker Answer Key
This book examines moral lessons in literature through the lens of “The Devil and Tom Walker.” It
includes a complete answer key for worksheets designed to prompt ethical discussions and critical
thinking about the consequences of one’s choices.

9. The Devil and Tom Walker: Comprehensive Workbook and Answer Guide
A complete workbook featuring reading comprehension activities, essay prompts, and a full answer
guide to facilitate independent or classroom study. It encourages readers to engage with the story’s
historical background and literary significance.
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