the dictionary of lost words book club
questions

the dictionary of lost words book club questions offer an excellent opportunity to
deepen understanding and spark meaningful conversations about this compelling novel.
This article explores a range of thought-provoking questions designed to enhance book club
discussions centered around "The Dictionary of Lost Words." By incorporating these
questions, readers can examine key themes, character development, and historical context
while engaging with the novel on multiple levels. The questions also encourage reflection
on language, gender, and societal change, all central to the story’s narrative. Additionally,
this guide provides insight into how to facilitate discussions that are both insightful and
inclusive. Whether for avid readers or those new to historical fiction, these book club
guestions serve as a valuable resource. Below is the table of contents outlining the main
sections covered in this article.
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Exploring Key Themes in The Dictionary of Lost
Words

Understanding the central themes of "The Dictionary of Lost Words" enriches the reading
experience and offers a foundation for meaningful discussions. The novel explores themes
such as the power of language, gender roles, and the preservation of marginalized voices.
These themes resonate throughout the story and provide ample material for book club
questions.

The Role of Language and Words

The novel emphasizes how language shapes perception and history. It invites readers to
consider whose words are recorded and whose are lost.

* How does the novel portray the significance of words that are omitted from the
dictionary?



¢ In what ways does language serve as a tool for empowerment or oppression within
the story?

Gender and Social Inequality

Gender dynamics and the fight for women’s rights are prominent in the narrative. The
guestions encourage analysis of how these issues influence characters and plot.

e What does the book reveal about the role of women in early 20th-century society?

e How does Esme’s journey reflect broader struggles for gender equality?

Preservation of Forgotten Histories

The novel highlights the importance of recovering stories and words lost to history.

e Why is it important to preserve the “lost words” and stories told from marginalized
perspectives?

e How does the novel challenge traditional historical narratives?

Character Analysis and Development Questions

Examining the characters in "The Dictionary of Lost Words" provides insight into their
motivations and growth. Focusing on character arcs helps readers connect with the story
emotionally and intellectually.

Esme’s Personal Growth

Esme’s character is central to the story, and her development mirrors the novel’s themes.

e How does Esme’s relationship with words evolve throughout the novel?

e What key experiences shape Esme’s understanding of the world and her role within it?

Supporting Characters and Their Impact

Other characters contribute significantly to Esme’s journey and the novel’s thematic depth.



e How do Esme’s family and colleagues influence her perspective on language and
society?

¢ In what ways do secondary characters highlight the social issues explored in the
book?

Character Motivations and Conflicts

Understanding character motivations adds complexity to the narrative and enriches
discussion.

e What internal and external conflicts drive the characters’ actions?

e How do these conflicts reflect the larger social and historical context?

Historical and Social Context Discussion Points

The historical backdrop of "The Dictionary of Lost Words" is integral to its narrative.
Discussing this context helps readers appreciate the social and cultural forces shaping the
story.

Early 20th Century England

The setting provides a glimpse into the societal norms and challenges of the era.

* How does the novel depict the social hierarchy and class distinctions of the time?

e What historical events influence the characters and plot development?

The Women’s Suffrage Movement

The fight for women’s voting rights is a significant subplot that impacts the protagonist’s
world.

e How is the suffrage movement portrayed in the novel?

e What connections can be drawn between Esme’s personal journey and the larger
movement?



The Evolution of the English Language

The book’s focus on the dictionary reflects broader linguistic changes during the period.

e How does the novel illustrate the development of the English language?

¢ In what ways does the dictionary serve as a symbol for cultural change?

Language, Words, and Their Cultural Impact

Language is central to the novel’s message, inviting readers to reflect on the cultural power
of words. This section explores questions that highlight the relationship between language
and identity.

Words as Historical Artifacts

The novel presents words as carriers of cultural memory and identity.

e How do lost words represent marginalized communities and histories?

e What does the novel suggest about the relationship between language and power?

The Politics of Dictionary-Making

The process of compiling a dictionary is shown to be influenced by social and political
factors.

e How does the novel critique the authority of traditional lexicographers?

e What role do biases play in the selection and omission of words?

Personal Connection to Language

Esme’s personal bond with words underscores the emotional and intellectual significance of
language.

e How does Esme’s work with lost words shape her identity?

¢ In what ways does the novel encourage readers to reconsider their own relationship
with language?



Facilitating Engaging Book Club Conversations

Effective facilitation of book club discussions about "The Dictionary of Lost Words"
enhances participants’ engagement and understanding. This section offers strategies and
tips for leading productive conversations.

Encouraging Diverse Perspectives

Fostering an inclusive environment allows for richer interpretation and dialogue.

e How can facilitators invite different viewpoints on themes such as gender and
language?

* What questions help surface personal experiences related to the novel’s topics?

Balancing Thematic and Character Discussions

A well-rounded discussion covers both the novel’s broader themes and individual character
journeys.

e How can facilitators structure questions to address both aspects effectively?

e What techniques promote deeper analysis of characters’ motivations alongside
thematic exploration?

Using Creative Activities

Incorporating interactive elements can enhance comprehension and enjoyment.

e What activities, such as word collection or role-playing, complement the novel’s
themes?

e How do these activities stimulate thoughtful conversation and connection?

Frequently Asked Questions



What are some key themes to discuss in ‘'The Dictionary
of Lost Words' book club?

Key themes include the power of language, gender and societal roles, the importance of
lost or overlooked words, and the historical context of the Oxford English Dictionary's
creation.

How does the protagonist’s journey in 'The Dictionary
of Lost Words' reflect broader social changes?

The protagonist’s journey highlights issues of gender equality, social class, and the evolving
role of women in early 20th-century society, mirroring broader social changes of the time.

What role do ‘lost words’ play in the narrative and what
can they symbolize?

‘Lost words’ symbolize marginalized voices and experiences that are often excluded from
mainstream narratives, reflecting the novel’s focus on reclaiming and valuing overlooked
histories.

How can book clubs explore the historical setting of
'The Dictionary of Lost Words' effectively?

Book clubs can discuss the historical context of the early 1900s, the creation of the Oxford
English Dictionary, and how historical events like World War | impact the characters and
themes.

What questions can help deepen understanding of the
relationships between characters in the book?

Questions about how language influences relationships, how characters support or
challenge each other’s beliefs, and how personal growth is shaped by community and
conflict can deepen understanding.

How does 'The Dictionary of Lost Words' encourage
readers to think about language and inclusion?

The book encourages readers to consider whose voices are valued in language, how
inclusion shapes cultural history, and the ongoing impact of language on identity and social
justice.

Additional Resources

1. The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams
This novel explores the power of language through the story of Esme, a young woman who
collects words discarded from the Oxford English Dictionary. Set against the backdrop of



the women’s suffrage movement, it delves into themes of voice, identity, and the hidden
stories behind language. The book invites readers to consider how words shape our
understanding of the world and whose stories get told.

2. Remarkable Creatures by Tracy Chevalier

Set in the early 19th century, this historical novel tells the story of two women, a fossil
hunter and a naturalist, who challenge the male-dominated scientific community. It
highlights themes of discovery, friendship, and the pursuit of knowledge against societal
constraints. Like The Dictionary of Lost Words, it focuses on women'’s overlooked
contributions in history.

3. A Woman of No Importance by Sonia Purnell

This biography chronicles the life of Virginia Hall, a courageous American spy during World
War Il. Her story emphasizes themes of resilience, secrecy, and the fight for justice,
paralleling the idea of hidden narratives that The Dictionary of Lost Words explores. It's a
compelling read about finding one’s voice in a world that tries to silence it.

4. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Set in Nazi Germany, this novel follows a young girl who steals books to save stories from
destruction. It vividly explores the power of words and storytelling during times of
oppression and war. The Book Thief complements themes in The Dictionary of Lost Words
by showing how language can be both a tool of resistance and healing.

5. Alias Grace by Margaret Atwood

Based on a true story, this novel centers on Grace Marks, a domestic servant accused of
murder in 19th-century Canada. It raises questions about memory, truth, and the silencing
of women’s voices. The narrative’s focus on uncovering hidden stories resonates with the
themes of reclaiming lost words and histories.

6. Educated by Tara Westover

This memoir recounts Westover’s journey from growing up in a restrictive, survivalist family
to obtaining a PhD from Cambridge University. It explores themes of self-education,
empowerment, and breaking free from oppressive environments. The emphasis on personal
voice and knowledge connects deeply with the ideas presented in The Dictionary of Lost
Words.

7. Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly

This nonfiction book tells the story of African American women mathematicians who played
vital roles at NASA during the space race. It highlights themes of recognition, inequality,
and the rewriting of history to include marginalized voices. Like The Dictionary of Lost
Words, it celebrates the importance of uncovering and honoring overlooked contributions.

8. The Woman in the Window by A.J. Finn

A psychological thriller about an agoraphobic woman who believes she has witnhessed a
crime. This novel explores themes of perception, truth, and the reliability of one’s own
narrative. While different in genre, it shares the motif of questioning whose stories we
accept and how narratives can be lost or distorted.

9. Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
This graphic memoir depicts the author’s childhood and early adulthood during and after
the Islamic Revolution in Iran. It addresses issues of identity, silence, and the power of



storytelling in oppressive political climates. The book’s focus on reclaiming personal and
cultural narratives aligns with the themes in The Dictionary of Lost Words.
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