
the end of the affair by graham greene

the end of the affair by graham greene is a profound exploration of love, faith, and betrayal set against the
backdrop of World War II London. This iconic novel, published in 1951, delves into the complexities of human
emotions and moral dilemmas through a deeply personal narrative. Graham Greene’s masterful storytelling
captures the turmoil of an illicit affair and the spiritual and psychological consequences faced by the
characters. The themes of passion, jealousy, and redemption are intricately woven into the fabric of the story,
making it a timeless piece of literature. This article examines the plot, characters, themes, and critical reception
of the novel, providing an in-depth understanding of its literary significance. Further, it highlights the novel’s
adaptation into various media, underlining its enduring cultural impact. Below is a detailed overview of the key
aspects of the end of the affair by graham greene.
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Plot Summary

The narrative of the end of the affair by graham greene is centered on the tumultuous love affair between
Maurice Bendrix, a writer, and Sarah Miles, the wife of a civil servant. The story unfolds through Maurice’s
perspective as he recounts the passionate but secretive relationship that ultimately ends in heartbreak and
spiritual questioning. Set during and after the Blitz in London, the plot explores not only the personal
conflicts of the characters but also the broader context of war and its impact on human relationships.

Structure and Narrative Style

The novel employs a non-linear narrative, with Maurice Bendrix serving as the unreliable narrator who reveals
events in a fragmented manner. This approach reflects the complexity of memory and emotional trauma,
allowing readers to piece together the story gradually. The diary format used for Sarah’s perspective offers
insight into her internal struggles and spiritual awakening, adding layers to the narrative.

Key Plot Points

Maurice and Sarah’s secret affair begins and intensifies amid the chaos of war.

Sarah abruptly ends the relationship without explanation, leaving Maurice devastated.

Maurice’s obsessive investigation into the reasons behind the breakup reveals themes of jealousy and
faith.

Sarah’s diary entries uncover her spiritual crisis and a vow made during a bombing raid.



The story culminates in a poignant exploration of love, sacrifice, and forgiveness.

Main Characters

The characters in the end of the affair by graham greene are intricately developed, each embodying complex
emotional and moral conflicts. The interplay between these characters drives the narrative forward and
deepens the thematic resonance of the novel.

Maurice Bendrix

Maurice is the protagonist and narrator, a successful writer whose jealousy and obsession dominate much of
the story. His perspective provides a candid and often cynical view of love and human weakness, while his
journey reflects the struggle to reconcile passion with reason.

Sarah Miles

Sarah is the wife of Henry Miles and the woman with whom Maurice has the affair. Her character is marked by
internal conflict between her desires and her conscience. Her spiritual awakening and vow to God introduce a
religious dimension to the narrative, expanding the novel’s exploration of faith and redemption.

Henry Miles

Henry, Sarah’s husband, is portrayed sympathetically despite being the unwitting victim of the affair. His
kindness and vulnerability contrast with Maurice’s intensity, highlighting different expressions of love and
loyalty within the story.

Themes and Symbolism

The end of the affair by graham greene is rich in themes that probe the human condition, morality, and
spirituality. The novel’s symbolism enhances these themes, offering deeper layers of meaning.

Love and Betrayal

The central theme revolves around the complexities of love, including its destructive and redemptive capacities.
The affair itself symbolizes forbidden desire, while the ensuing betrayal exposes the fragility of trust and the
pain of loss.

Faith and Doubt

Religious faith is a pervasive theme, especially through Sarah’s spiritual journey. The novel questions the
existence of God, the nature of faith, and the conflict between earthly desires and spiritual commitments. This
tension is symbolized by Sarah’s vow during the bombing raid, which profoundly affects her life choices.



Jealousy and Obsession

Maurice’s jealousy drives much of the narrative tension, illustrating how obsession can distort perception and
fuel emotional suffering. This theme underscores the darker aspects of human relationships explored in the novel.

Symbolism in the Novel

The Blitz: Represents chaos, destruction, and the fragility of life.

The Diary: Symbolizes inner truth and hidden emotions.

The Vow: Embodies spiritual conflict and commitment.

Rain and Weather: Reflect emotional states and mood shifts throughout the story.

Author Background and Writing Style

Graham Greene, a prominent British novelist and playwright, is known for his exploration of moral ambiguities
and complex characters. His own experiences with faith and political turmoil influenced the themes present in the
end of the affair by graham greene.

Greene’s Literary Approach

Greene’s writing style in this novel is marked by psychological depth, atmospheric descriptions, and
philosophical inquiry. His use of irony and ambiguity invites readers to engage critically with the narrative. The
prose is both accessible and nuanced, blending emotional intensity with intellectual rigor.

Context of the Novel’s Creation

Written in the post-war period, the novel reflects contemporary anxieties about love, faith, and existential
meaning. Greene’s own religious uncertainties and wartime experiences informed the novel’s themes, making it a
deeply personal yet universally resonant work.

Critical Reception and Legacy

Since its publication, the end of the affair by graham greene has been acclaimed for its powerful portrayal of
human emotion and spiritual conflict. Critics have praised its narrative complexity and thematic depth.

Initial Reception

The novel was well-received for its bold treatment of adultery and faith, subjects that were considered
controversial at the time. It established Greene as a significant literary figure capable of blending popular
storytelling with profound moral questions.



Enduring Legacy

Over the decades, the novel has maintained its status as a classic of 20th-century literature. It continues to
be studied for its innovative narrative technique and its exploration of timeless human concerns. The book’s
influence is evident in both literary circles and popular culture.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The end of the affair by graham greene has inspired multiple adaptations across various media, reflecting its
cultural significance and broad appeal.

Film and Television Adaptations

The novel has been adapted into films, notably the 1955 and 1999 versions, each interpreting the story
through different cinematic lenses. These adaptations highlight the enduring relevance of the novel’s themes and
its emotional intensity.

Theatrical and Radio Adaptations

Stage and radio adaptations have also brought the story to new audiences, emphasizing the novel’s dramatic
potential and rich characterizations.

Cultural Influence

Inspired discussions on the intersections of love and religion.

Influenced contemporary writers exploring similar themes.

Contributed to the popularization of Greene’s literary reputation worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main themes explored in 'The End of the Affair' by Graham
Greene?

The novel explores themes such as love and jealousy, faith and doubt, the complexity of human relationships,
and the impact of war on personal lives.

How does Graham Greene portray the character of Sarah Miles in 'The End of
the Affair'?

Sarah Miles is portrayed as a deeply conflicted and passionate woman, torn between her love for Maurice
Bendrix and her spiritual beliefs, embodying the novel's exploration of faith and desire.



What role does religion play in 'The End of the Affair' by Graham Greene?

Religion is central to the novel, influencing the characters' decisions and inner conflicts, particularly through
Sarah's vow to God and Bendrix's eventual spiritual awakening.

How does the setting of wartime London affect the narrative of 'The End of
the Affair'?

The backdrop of World War II London adds a sense of urgency and tension to the story, reflecting the
characters' emotional turmoil and the fragility of life and relationships during uncertain times.

Why is 'The End of the Affair' considered a significant work in Graham
Greene's literary career?

It is considered significant because of its profound exploration of love, faith, and human psychology,
showcasing Greene's skill in blending personal drama with philosophical questions, and marking a shift towards
more introspective themes in his work.

Additional Resources
1. The Quiet American by Graham Greene
This novel explores themes of love, betrayal, and political intrigue set against the backdrop of 1950s
Vietnam. Like *The End of the Affair*, it delves into complex human emotions and moral ambiguities, illustrating
the conflicts between personal desires and political responsibilities. Greene’s subtle narrative style and rich
character development make it a profound meditation on faith and disillusionment.

2. The Heart of the Matter by Graham Greene
Centering around a British colonial officer in West Africa, this book examines themes of guilt, duty, and
forbidden love. The protagonist’s internal struggles echo the emotional turbulence found in *The End of the
Affair*, highlighting Greene’s recurring exploration of moral conflict and human frailty. The novel’s somber
tone and psychological depth make it a compelling study of personal and ethical dilemmas.

3. Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh
This classic novel deals with themes of love, faith, and loss within the British aristocracy between the World
Wars. Similar to Greene’s work, it explores the complexities of human relationships and the search for meaning
amid changing social landscapes. Waugh’s lyrical prose and intricate character dynamics provide a rich
backdrop for reflections on spirituality and regret.

4. The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro
A poignant story of unspoken love and missed opportunities, this novel is narrated by an English butler
reflecting on his past. The restrained emotional tone and themes of duty and regret resonate with those in *The
End of the Affair*. Ishiguro’s subtle storytelling invites readers to contemplate the quiet tragedies of life and
the cost of emotional repression.

5. Possession by A.S. Byatt
This literary mystery intertwines the lives of two modern-day academics investigating the secret love affair of
two Victorian poets. The novel’s exploration of love, secrecy, and the impact of past relationships parallels
the emotional intensity found in Greene’s novel. Byatt’s intricate narrative structure and rich symbolism deepen
the examination of passion and intellectual connection.

6. Mrs. Dalloway by Virginia Woolf
This modernist classic captures a single day in the life of Clarissa Dalloway as she reflects on love, loss, and
the passage of time. Woolf’s stream-of-consciousness technique and focus on internal emotional landscapes
share affinities with the introspective tone of *The End of the Affair*. The novel’s exploration of memory and
desire offers a profound look at the complexities of human experience.



7. Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bront�
A timeless tale of love, morality, and self-discovery, *Jane Eyre* examines the struggles of its heroine against
societal constraints. The novel’s themes of passion, secrecy, and moral conflict align closely with those in
Greene’s work. Bront�’s rich characterization and Gothic atmosphere provide a powerful context for exploring
the tensions between love and duty.

8. Revolutionary Road by Richard Yates
Set in 1950s suburban America, this novel portrays the disintegration of a marriage filled with unrealized
dreams and emotional estrangement. The raw depiction of love’s complexities and the pain of betrayal echo the
emotional landscape of *The End of the Affair*. Yates’s incisive prose offers a bleak yet compelling study of
personal dissatisfaction and societal expectation.

9. Great Expectations by Charles Dickens
This coming-of-age story delves into themes of love, regret, and social ambition. Like Greene’s novel, it explores
how personal relationships are shaped by secrets and unfulfilled desires. Dickens’s rich narrative and memorable
characters provide a timeless reflection on the impact of past actions on the present.
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