
the five points of calvinism

the five points of calvinism represent a foundational framework within
Reformed theology that articulates key doctrines concerning salvation and
God's sovereign grace. These five distinct points emerged from theological
debates in the early 17th century as a response to the teachings of Jacobus
Arminius, aiming to clarify the Calvinist perspective on election, atonement,
human depravity, grace, and perseverance of the saints. Understanding these
five points is essential for grasping the core beliefs that define Calvinism
and its emphasis on God's sovereign role in redemption. This article provides
an in-depth exploration of each point, explaining their biblical basis and
theological significance. Additionally, it addresses common misconceptions
and highlights the enduring impact of these doctrines on contemporary
Christian thought. The following sections will elaborate on each of the five
points, offering a comprehensive guide to their meaning and application.

Total Depravity

Unconditional Election

Limited Atonement

Irresistible Grace

Perseverance of the Saints

Total Depravity

Total depravity is the first of the five points of Calvinism, emphasizing the
extent of human sinfulness. This doctrine teaches that as a result of the
Fall, every aspect of human nature is corrupted by sin. It asserts that
individuals are incapable of choosing God or doing good on their own because
sin affects the mind, will, emotions, and flesh. Total depravity does not
mean that humans are as evil as possible, but rather that sin has permeated
all parts of their being.

Biblical Foundation of Total Depravity

The scriptural basis for total depravity can be found in passages such as
Romans 3:10-12, which states that no one is righteous on their own, and
Ephesians 2:1-3, which describes humans as dead in their trespasses and sins.
These verses illustrate the depth of human moral failure and the need for
divine intervention to restore spiritual life.

Implications of Total Depravity

Total depravity highlights the necessity of God's grace in salvation. Since
humans cannot turn to God by their own strength, saving grace must precede
any response from the sinner. This doctrine underscores the inability of
human effort or merit to achieve redemption.



Unconditional Election

Unconditional election is the second point of Calvinism, focusing on God's
sovereign choice in salvation. This doctrine asserts that God elects or
chooses certain individuals to be saved based solely on His will and purpose,
not on any foreseen merit, faith, or action on their part. Election is
unconditional, meaning it is not dependent on human decisions or conditions.

The Sovereignty of God in Election

Unconditional election emphasizes God's absolute sovereignty in determining
who will receive salvation. Scriptures such as Romans 9:15-16 and Ephesians
1:4-5 affirm that God's choice is based on His divine purpose and mercy
rather than human effort. This highlights God's initiative and control in the
salvation process.

Practical Effects of Unconditional Election

Belief in unconditional election provides assurance to believers that their
salvation is secure because it depends on God's unchanging will. It removes
any grounds for boasting, as salvation is understood as a gift from God
rather than a reward for human achievement.

Limited Atonement

Limited atonement, also known as particular redemption, is the third point of
Calvinism. It teaches that Jesus Christ's atoning sacrifice on the cross was
intended specifically to save the elect, those whom God has chosen for
salvation. The atonement is limited in its scope but fully effective for
those it was meant to save.

Understanding the Scope of the Atonement

This doctrine does not suggest that Christ's death was insufficient for all,
but that its saving benefits are applied only to the elect. Passages like
John 10:14-15 and Ephesians 5:25 support the view that Christ laid down His
life specifically for His sheep, securing redemption for them alone.

Distinguishing Limited Atonement from Universal
Atonement

Limited atonement contrasts with universal atonement, which holds that Christ
died for all people without exception. Calvinism asserts that while Christ's
sacrifice is sufficient for all, it is efficient and applied only to those
whom God has elected.



Irresistible Grace

Irresistible grace is the fourth point of the five points of Calvinism,
describing the effectual work of the Holy Spirit in bringing the elect to
salvation. It teaches that when God extends His grace to an individual, that
grace cannot be ultimately resisted or rejected. The Holy Spirit effectively
draws the chosen person to repentance and faith.

The Work of the Holy Spirit in Regeneration

Irresistible grace highlights the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit, who
overcomes the resistance caused by total depravity. John 6:37 and 44
illustrate that all whom the Father gives to Christ will come to Him,
indicating that God's grace accomplishes its purpose without failure.

Implications for Human Will and Divine Sovereignty

This doctrine affirms that human free will is not overridden but transformed
by God's grace, enabling the elect to freely and joyfully respond to
salvation. It underscores the effectiveness of God's calling and the
certainty of salvation for those chosen.

Perseverance of the Saints

The fifth and final point of Calvinism is the perseverance of the saints,
which teaches that those truly elected and regenerated by God will continue
in faith until the end. True believers are preserved by God's power and will
not permanently fall away from grace.

Assurance of Eternal Security

Perseverance of the saints provides assurance that salvation is secure.
Philippians 1:6 and John 10:28-29 affirm that God will complete the work He
began in believers and that no one can snatch them from His hand.

Evidence of Genuine Faith

This doctrine also emphasizes the necessity of ongoing faith and holiness as
evidence of genuine salvation. While believers may stumble, true faith
endures and is marked by spiritual growth and obedience.

Summary of the Five Points

Total Depravity: Humanity’s complete inability to save itself due to
sin’s pervasive effect.

Unconditional Election: God’s sovereign choice of individuals for
salvation independent of human merit.



Limited Atonement: Christ’s atoning sacrifice is sufficient and intended
specifically for the elect.

Irresistible Grace: God’s grace effectively brings the elect to
salvation without fail.

Perseverance of the Saints: True believers are preserved by God and will
continue in faith.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the Five Points of Calvinism?

The Five Points of Calvinism are a summary of core Calvinist doctrines
represented by the acronym TULIP: Total Depravity, Unconditional Election,
Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace, and Perseverance of the Saints.

What does Total Depravity mean in Calvinism?

Total Depravity means that as a result of the Fall, every part of human
nature is corrupted by sin, making humans unable to come to God on their own
without divine intervention.

How is Unconditional Election defined in Calvinism?

Unconditional Election is the doctrine that God has chosen, from eternity,
those whom He will save based on His sovereign will alone, not on any
foreseen merit or action on their part.

What is Limited Atonement according to Calvinist
belief?

Limited Atonement teaches that Jesus Christ died specifically to atone for
the sins of the elect, those whom God has chosen for salvation, rather than
for every individual universally.

Can you explain Irresistible Grace in the context of
Calvinism?

Irresistible Grace means that when God calls an individual to salvation, His
grace is effectual and cannot be resisted; those whom God has elected will
inevitably come to faith.

What does Perseverance of the Saints mean?

Perseverance of the Saints is the belief that those who are truly elected and
regenerated by God will persist in faith and will not permanently fall away
from salvation.



How did the Five Points of Calvinism originate?

The Five Points of Calvinism were formulated in response to the teachings of
the Arminian Remonstrants at the Synod of Dort (1618-1619) as a clarification
and defense of Reformed doctrine.

Are the Five Points of Calvinism accepted by all
Christians?

No, the Five Points of Calvinism are specific to Reformed theology and are
not accepted by all Christian traditions; many Christians hold different
views on predestination and grace.

How do the Five Points of Calvinism influence
Christian life and practice?

The Five Points of Calvinism shape believers' understanding of salvation,
God's sovereignty, human nature, and assurance of faith, influencing worship,
evangelism, and spiritual perseverance.

Additional Resources
1. Chosen by God by R.C. Sproul
This classic work explores the doctrine of election, a key point in
Calvinism. Sproul explains how God's sovereign choice is the foundation of
salvation, emphasizing the security and comfort believers find in being
chosen by God. The book is accessible for both new and seasoned Christians
seeking to understand divine sovereignty.

2. The Five Points of Calvinism: A Study Guide by David N. Steele and Curtis
C. Thomas
This study guide provides a clear and concise explanation of each of the five
points of Calvinism: Total Depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited
Atonement, Irresistible Grace, and Perseverance of the Saints. It includes
helpful questions for reflection and group discussion, making it ideal for
personal or church study.

3. Institutes of the Christian Religion


