the god of small things arundhati roy

the god of small things arundhati roy is a renowned novel that marked the literary
debut of Indian author Arundhati Roy. Published in 1997, this work has captivated readers
worldwide with its intricate narrative, rich symbolism, and profound exploration of social
issues. The story is set in Kerala, India, and delves into themes such as family dynamics,
forbidden love, caste discrimination, and political unrest. Arundhati Roy’s unique narrative
style and poetic prose have earned the novel critical acclaim, including the prestigious
Booker Prize. This article explores various dimensions of the novel, including its plot,
characters, themes, and the impact of Arundhati Roy’s writing on contemporary literature.
Additionally, it examines the socio-political context reflected in the novel and the author’s
literary significance. The following sections provide an in-depth analysis of the god of small
things arundhati roy and its enduring relevance.
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Overview of The God of Small Things

The God of Small Things is a semi-autobiographical novel set in the Indian state of Kerala.
The narrative unfolds through a non-linear timeline, focusing on the childhood experiences
of fraternal twins Rahel and Estha. The story reveals the tragic consequences of societal
taboos, particularly surrounding forbidden love and caste prejudices. The novel’s title
suggests an emphasis on seemingly insignificant events and details that shape human lives
profoundly, underscoring the importance of the “small things” that govern fate.

Plot Summary

The plot centers on the lives of the twins and their extended family, especially their mother
Ammu’s forbidden relationship with Velutha, a man from a lower caste. The narrative
explores family secrets, loss, and the far-reaching impact of rigid social norms. The story’s
climax involves a catastrophic event that changes the trajectory of the family’s life forever,
reflecting the devastating effects of societal intolerance.



Setting

The novel is firmly rooted in Kerala’s lush landscape, capturing its cultural and political
atmosphere during the 1960s. The setting plays a crucial role in shaping the characters’
experiences and the unfolding of events, with the environment often reflecting internal
emotional states.

Arundhati Roy: The Author

Arundhati Roy is an acclaimed Indian writer and activist, known for her distinctive voice and
commitment to social justice. Born in 1961, she gained international recognition with The
God of Small Things, which remains her most celebrated work. Beyond literature, Roy is
noted for her outspoken criticism of political and environmental issues in India and globally.

Literary Career

Although The God of Small Things is Roy’s only novel, her body of work includes numerous
essays and non-fiction books addressing issues like globalization, human rights, and
environmental degradation. Her literary style combines lyrical prose with incisive
commentary, making her a unique figure in contemporary literature.

Influences and Inspirations

Roy’s writing is influenced by her diverse background and political activism. Her
experiences growing up in India, coupled with her engagement in social causes, deeply
inform the themes and perspectives presented in her novel.

Main Themes in The God of Small Things

The novel explores multiple complex themes that resonate with readers and critics alike.
These themes are intricately woven into the narrative, providing insight into human
relationships and societal structures.

Forbidden Love and Caste System

A central theme is the exploration of forbidden love, particularly the illicit relationship
between Ammu and Velutha, which challenges the entrenched caste system. The novel
critiques caste-based discrimination and the social ostracism resulting from transgressing
these boundaries.



Family and Trauma

The dynamics within the Ipe family reveal the lasting effects of trauma and secrecy. The
novel examines how past events influence present relationships and individual identities,
highlighting the complexities of familial bonds.

Political and Social Commentary

The story is embedded within the socio-political context of Kerala, touching on issues such
as communism, colonial legacies, and social inequalities. These elements provide a
backdrop that enriches the narrative and grounds the personal tragedies in larger societal
realities.

Characters and Their Significance

The characters in The God of Small Things are vividly drawn, each representing various
facets of society and human emotion. Their interactions drive the plot and illuminate the
novel’s themes.

Rahel and Estha

The twins serve as the novel’s central figures, embodying innocence and the impact of
childhood experiences. Their perspectives offer insight into memory, loss, and the passage
of time.

Ammu

Ammu, the twins’ mother, symbolizes resistance against social norms. Her tragic love affair
and subsequent ostracism highlight the harsh consequences of defying societal
expectations.

Velutha

Velutha is a pivotal character representing the marginalized lower caste. His relationship
with Ammu challenges the caste system and exposes the brutality of social discrimination.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

Arundhati Roy’s narrative approach in The God of Small Things is distinctive for its poetic
language and innovative structure. The storytelling is non-linear, weaving past and present
fluidly to emphasize memory and perspective.



Use of Language

The novel employs rich, evocative imagery and inventive syntax, creating a lyrical and
immersive reading experience. Roy’s use of local dialects and cultural references adds
authenticity and depth.

Structural Elements

The fragmented timeline challenges traditional narrative conventions, reflecting the
characters’ psychological states and the complexities of memory. This technique enhances
the thematic exploration of time and trauma.

Socio-Political Context in the Novel

The socio-political environment of Kerala during the 1960s is integral to understanding the
novel’s backdrop. The region’s political upheavals and social stratification shape the
characters’ lives and the story’s conflicts.

Caste and Class Dynamics

The caste system’s rigid hierarchies are critically examined through character interactions
and plot developments. The novel exposes the entrenched inequalities and the violence
inherent in maintaining these social divisions.

Political Climate

The influence of communism and local political movements is subtly woven into the
narrative, providing context for the characters’ struggles and the broader societal tensions.

Reception and Literary Impact

The God of Small Things received widespread acclaim upon publication, winning the Booker
Prize in 1997. It has since become a significant work in Indian English literature and world
literature at large.

Critical Acclaim

Critics have praised the novel for its innovative narrative style, rich thematic content, and
powerful social commentary. It is often studied in academic settings for its literary and
cultural significance.



Legacy and Influence

The novel has influenced a generation of writers and continues to be relevant in discussions
about postcolonial literature and social justice. Arundhati Roy’s success with this work also
paved the way for her role as a prominent activist and public intellectual.

Key Points About The God of Small Things Arundhati
Roy

Debut novel of Arundhati Roy, published in 1997.

Set in Kerala, India, exploring family and societal issues.

e Focuses on themes of forbidden love, caste, and trauma.

Features a non-linear narrative style with poetic prose.

Won the Booker Prize and received international acclaim.

Reflects socio-political realities of 1960s Kerala.

Has had a lasting impact on Indian and global literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of ‘'The God of Small Things' by
Arundhati Roy?

The main theme of 'The God of Small Things' is the impact of forbidden love and social
discrimination on a family in Kerala, India. It explores how small things affect people's lives
and the tragic consequences of breaking societal norms.

Who are the central characters in 'The God of Small
Things'?

The central characters include the twins Estha and Rahel, their mother Ammu, their uncle
Chacko, and the Ayemenem house caretaker Velutha. The story revolves around their
interconnected lives and family history.

How does Arundhati Roy use non-linear narrative in the



novel?

Arundhati Roy employs a non-linear narrative by shifting between past and present
timelines, revealing events out of chronological order to gradually uncover the story's
mysteries and deepen emotional impact.

What role does social caste play in 'The God of Small
Things'?
Social caste is a critical element in the novel, highlighting the rigid caste system in India.

Velutha, an 'untouchable' Paravan, faces discrimination and forbidden love with Ammu,
which triggers the novel's tragic events.

Why is the title 'The God of Small Things' significant?

The title signifies the novel's focus on how small, seemingly insignificant moments and
details can have profound effects on people's lives, symbolizing the hidden forces that
shape destiny.

How did 'The God of Small Things' impact Indian
literature?

The novel brought global recognition to Indian literature with its unique narrative style, rich
language, and critical examination of social issues, winning the Booker Prize in 1997 and
inspiring contemporary writers.

What is the significance of the setting in 'The God of
Small Things'?

Set in the small town of Ayemenem in Kerala, the setting reflects the cultural, social, and
political milieu of India, influencing the characters' lives and underscoring themes of
tradition and change.

How does Arundhati Roy address gender issues in the
novel?

Roy explores gender inequality through Ammu's struggles as a divorced woman facing
societal judgment, highlighting patriarchal oppression and the limited agency afforded to
women in traditional Indian society.

What narrative techniques does Arundhati Roy use to
convey emotion in the book?

Roy uses poetic language, vivid imagery, symbolism, and shifting perspectives to evoke
deep emotional responses and to explore the characters’ inner lives and traumas.



Why is 'The God of Small Things' considered a
postcolonial novel?

The novel critiques colonial legacies, caste discrimination, and cultural conflicts in India,
addressing issues of identity, power, and social injustice characteristic of postcolonial
literature.

Additional Resources

1. The Ministry of Utmost Happiness by Arundhati Roy

This novel by Arundhati Roy explores complex themes of love, loss, and political unrest in
contemporary India. It follows an array of characters from diverse backgrounds, weaving
their stories into a rich tapestry that highlights social injustice and human resilience. The
narrative is both intimate and expansive, echoing the lyrical style found in *The God of
Small Things*.

2. Midnight's Children by Salman Rushdie

A landmark in postcolonial literature, this novel tells the story of Saleem Sinai, born at the
moment of India’s independence. The book uses magical realism to explore the nation's
history and identity, much like Roy’s exploration of personal and political histories. Its richly
layered narrative and deep cultural insights resonate with readers of *The God of Small
Things*.

3. Train to Pakistan by Khushwant Singh

Set during the Partition of India in 1947, this novel depicts the human cost of political
upheaval through the lives of villagers on the border of Punjab. The story is poignant and
unflinching, capturing the tragic impact of communal violence. Fans of Roy's work will
appreciate its focus on the intersection of personal tragedy and historical events.

4. Sea of Poppies by Amitav Ghosh

This historical novel is the first in the Ibis Trilogy and delves into the lives of diverse
characters aboard a ship traveling to Mauritius before the Opium Wars. Rich in detail and
cultural context, it explores colonialism, identity, and displacement. Readers who enjoyed
Roy’s multifaceted storytelling will find Ghosh’s narrative equally compelling.

5. A Fine Balance by Rohinton Mistry

Set in India during the Emergency period of the 1970s, this novel follows four strangers
whose lives intertwine amid political turmoil and social injustice. The story highlights
themes of hope and despair, much like *The God of Small Things*. Mistry’s empathetic
portrayal of ordinary lives caught in extraordinary circumstances is deeply moving.

6. Clear Light of Day by Anita Desai

This novel centers on a family in Old Delhi, exploring themes of memory, change, and the
passage of time. It examines the complexities of familial relationships and the lingering
effects of the past. Desai’s sensitive and evocative prose will appeal to readers who
appreciate Roy’s nuanced character studies.

7. In Custody by Anita Desai
A tale about a Hindi professor who attempts to interview a legendary Urdu poet, this novel



delves into the decline of Urdu culture and language. It explores themes of passion, failure,
and cultural preservation. Fans of *The God of Small Things* will enjoy its introspective tone
and cultural depth.

8. White Tiger by Aravind Adiga

This Booker Prize-winning novel offers a darkly comic and critical perspective on modern
India through the eyes of a cunning servant-turned-entrepreneur. It addresses issues of
class, corruption, and ambition with sharp wit. The social critique and vivid storytelling
make it a fitting companion to Roy’s work.

9. The Lowland by Jhumpa Lahiri

This novel traces the lives of two brothers from Kolkata and the far-reaching consequences
of political activism and personal choices. It is a poignant exploration of family bonds,
sacrifice, and displacement. Lahiri’s elegant prose and emotional depth will resonate with
readers who admired Roy’s intricate narratives.
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