
the great depression webquest answers

the great depression webquest answers are essential for students and educators seeking a comprehensive
understanding of one of the most significant economic downturns in American history. This article
provides detailed insights and factual information tailored to address common questions found in a typical
Great Depression webquest. By exploring causes, effects, key figures, and government responses, the
content supports learners in grasping the complexity of the era. The material is carefully structured to
enhance comprehension, with keyword-rich sections that ensure relevance for SEO purposes. Whether
preparing for exams, assignments, or expanding knowledge, these answers serve as a reliable resource.
Dive into the economic collapse, social impact, and recovery efforts, all explained with clarity and precision
in this guide. Below is a breakdown of the main topics covered in this article.

Causes of the Great Depression

Major Effects of the Great Depression

Key Figures During the Great Depression

Government Responses and Policies

Daily Life During the Great Depression

Legacy and Lessons of the Great Depression

Causes of the Great Depression
Understanding the causes of the Great Depression is crucial for answering webquest questions accurately.
The economic collapse was the result of multiple interrelated factors that weakened the United States
economy and triggered widespread financial failure. These causes include stock market speculation,
banking system weaknesses, and global economic conditions.

Stock Market Crash of 1929
The stock market crash, often cited as the immediate trigger of the Great Depression, occurred in October
1929. Excessive speculation and buying stocks on margin led to inflated prices. When confidence faltered, a
massive sell-off ensued, wiping out billions in wealth and shaking financial institutions.



Bank Failures and Financial Instability
Bank failures compounded the economic crisis as many institutions were undercapitalized and unable to
withstand the rush of depositors withdrawing funds. The collapse of banks led to a contraction in credit and
a loss of savings for millions of Americans, further reducing consumer spending and investment.

Decline in Consumer Spending and Industrial Production
As unemployment rose and incomes fell, consumer spending sharply declined. This decrease in demand
forced factories to cut back production and lay off workers, deepening the economic downturn. The
resulting deflation made debts harder to repay, exacerbating financial distress.

International Trade and Tariffs
Protectionist policies such as the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act of 1930 worsened the global economic situation
by reducing international trade. Retaliatory tariffs from other countries shrank markets for American
goods, further depressing industrial output and employment.

Major Effects of the Great Depression
The impact of the Great Depression was widespread, affecting economic, social, and political spheres. These
effects are critical to understand for comprehensive webquest answers, as they illustrate the depth of
hardship experienced during this period.

Unemployment and Poverty
Unemployment rates soared to approximately 25%, leaving millions without jobs. Poverty became
widespread, forcing many families into homelessness and reliance on charity. Breadlines and soup kitchens
became common sights in cities across the nation.

Bank Closures and Loss of Savings
Thousands of banks failed, resulting in the loss of savings for many depositors. The lack of federal deposit
insurance at the time meant that losing one’s savings was a harsh reality for many Americans, further
diminishing consumer confidence.



Impact on Agriculture and Rural Communities
Farmers were hit particularly hard due to falling crop prices and severe droughts, which culminated in
the Dust Bowl. This ecological disaster destroyed farmland and forced many rural families to migrate in
search of work and better living conditions.

Social and Psychological Effects
The prolonged economic hardship led to increased stress, family instability, and social unrest. Suicide rates
increased, and many people experienced a loss of hope and dignity as they struggled to survive.

Key Figures During the Great Depression
Identifying key individuals involved in the Great Depression helps contextualize the era and provides
concrete examples for webquest answers. These figures played significant roles in shaping policy and
public perception.

Herbert Hoover
President Herbert Hoover was in office when the Depression began. His policies focused on voluntary
cooperation and limited government intervention, which many critics argue were insufficient to halt the
economic decline.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
Franklin D. Roosevelt succeeded Hoover and introduced the New Deal, a series of programs and reforms
designed to provide relief, recovery, and reform. His leadership marked a shift toward greater federal
involvement in the economy.

John Maynard Keynes
Although not an American politician, economist John Maynard Keynes influenced Depression-era policies
worldwide. His ideas about government spending to stimulate demand became foundational for economic
recovery strategies.



Government Responses and Policies
The government’s response to the Great Depression was multifaceted, involving legislation, economic
reforms, and new agencies. Understanding these responses is essential for accurate webquest answers.

The New Deal Programs
The New Deal included a range of initiatives such as the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Works
Progress Administration (WPA), and the Social Security Act. These programs aimed to create jobs, support
the unemployed, and reform financial systems.

Banking Reforms
The Banking Act of 1933, also known as the Glass-Steagall Act, established the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC) to protect depositors’ funds. This reform restored confidence in the banking system and
prevented future bank runs.

Monetary Policy Changes
The Federal Reserve adjusted monetary policies to increase money supply and combat deflation.
Additionally, the abandonment of the gold standard allowed more flexible currency management to
support economic recovery.

Daily Life During the Great Depression
Examining the day-to-day experiences of people during the Great Depression provides insight into the
social dimension of the crisis and enriches webquest answers.

Living Conditions
Many families lost their homes and lived in makeshift shantytowns known as “Hoovervilles.” These
settlements were characterized by poor sanitation and overcrowding, reflecting the widespread poverty of
the era.

Changes in Employment
Job scarcity forced many to accept low-paying or part-time work. Women and children often contributed



to household income through domestic work or informal labor, altering traditional family roles.

Entertainment and Culture
Despite economic hardship, cultural activities such as movies, radio programs, and music provided an escape
for many. These forms of entertainment became more accessible and played a role in maintaining public
morale.

Legacy and Lessons of the Great Depression
The Great Depression left a lasting impact on economic theory, government policy, and society. These
legacies continue to inform contemporary responses to economic crises and are important for
comprehensive webquest answers.

Economic and Political Changes
The Depression led to a redefinition of the government’s role in the economy, establishing precedents for
federal intervention during downturns. It also contributed to the rise of new political coalitions and
ideologies.

Social Safety Nets
Programs like Social Security introduced during this period laid the groundwork for modern welfare
systems, ensuring protection for vulnerable populations in future economic hardships.

Historical Awareness
The lessons learned from the Great Depression have influenced economic policy, financial regulation, and
crisis management worldwide. This historical awareness helps prevent similar catastrophes and guides
recovery efforts.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What was the primary cause of the Great Depression?
The primary cause of the Great Depression was the stock market crash of 1929, combined with bank
failures, reduced consumer spending, and poor economic policies.

How did the Great Depression impact unemployment rates in the United
States?
Unemployment rates skyrocketed during the Great Depression, reaching about 25% in the United States as
businesses closed and industrial production plummeted.

What role did the Dust Bowl play during the Great Depression?
The Dust Bowl exacerbated the Great Depression by causing severe drought and dust storms that
devastated agriculture in the Midwest, leading to crop failures and displacement of farming families.

What were some key programs introduced in the New Deal to combat
the Great Depression?
Key New Deal programs included the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), the Works Progress
Administration (WPA), and the Social Security Act, all designed to create jobs and provide economic relief.

How did the Great Depression affect global economies?
The Great Depression led to a worldwide economic downturn, causing massive unemployment, deflation,
and political instability in many countries due to reduced trade and financial crises.



Additional Resources
1. The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck
This classic novel tells the story of the Joad family, who are forced to leave their Oklahoma farm during
the Dust Bowl and migrate to California in search of a better life. Steinbeck vividly captures the economic
hardships and social injustices faced by many Americans during the Great Depression. The book highlights
themes of resilience, family unity, and social change.

2. Hard Times: An Oral History of the Great Depression by Studs Terkel
This book is a collection of firsthand accounts from people who lived through the Great Depression.
Through interviews, Terkel presents diverse perspectives, from workers and farmers to business owners
and politicians. The oral histories provide a personal and emotional insight into the struggles and endurance
of ordinary Americans during this difficult era.

3. FDR’s Fireside Chats by Franklin D. Roosevelt
This compilation features the famous radio addresses given by President Franklin D. Roosevelt during the
Great Depression. These speeches helped to restore public confidence and explain government policies
aimed at economic recovery. The book offers a unique look at how communication played a role in shaping
public opinion and policy during the 1930s.

4. Children of Dust Bowl: The True Story of the School at Weedpatch Camp by Jerry Stanley
This nonfiction book focuses on the experiences of children living in the Weedpatch Camp, a government-
run migrant labor camp during the Dust Bowl. It highlights the struggles and hopes of displaced families
and the important role education played in their lives. The narrative sheds light on a lesser-known aspect
of the Great Depression era.

5. The Great Depression: America 1929-1941 by Robert S. McElvaine
A comprehensive history of the Great Depression, this book covers the causes, key events, and impacts of
the economic crisis on American society. McElvaine explores the roles of government, business, and
everyday citizens during this transformative period. It serves as an informative resource for understanding
the complexities of the era.

6. Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? The Great Depression, 1929-1939 by Milton Meltzer
This illustrated history provides an accessible overview of the Great Depression through photographs,
primary documents, and narrative. Meltzer examines the economic collapse, the impact on families, and the
political responses that shaped the decade. The book is well-suited for students seeking a clear and engaging
introduction to the period.

7. Dust Bowl: The Southern Plains in the 1930s by Donald Worster
Worster’s book delves into the environmental disaster known as the Dust Bowl, which worsened the
hardships of the Great Depression for many farmers. It explains the causes of the dust storms and their
devastating effects on the land and people. The book also discusses government efforts to rehabilitate the
region and prevent future ecological disasters.



8. Waiting for Lefty by Clifford Odets
This powerful play captures the spirit of labor unrest during the Great Depression, focusing on a taxi
drivers’ strike in New York City. Written during the 1930s, it reflects the frustrations and hopes of
working-class Americans fighting for fair wages and better conditions. The drama offers insight into the
social tensions and political activism of the era.

9. American Odyssey: A History of the United States, Volume Two: Since 1865 by Gary B. Nash
While covering a broad range of U.S. history, this textbook provides detailed sections on the Great
Depression and the New Deal. Nash examines the political, economic, and cultural changes that shaped
America during the 1930s and early 1940s. The book is a valuable resource for understanding the broader
historical context of the Great Depression.
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