
the great gilly hopkins study guide
the great gilly hopkins study guide provides an in-depth exploration of Katherine Paterson’s
acclaimed novel, helping readers understand its themes, characters, and narrative structure. This
study guide is designed to support students, educators, and literature enthusiasts by offering
comprehensive analyses and discussion points. It highlights the key elements that make *The Great
Gilly Hopkins* a significant work in children’s literature, including its portrayal of foster care, identity
struggles, and family dynamics. Additionally, the guide delves into character development, plot
progression, and the social context of the story. By breaking down complex themes and providing
valuable insights, this resource aims to enhance comprehension and critical thinking. The following
sections cover character summaries, thematic exploration, plot overview, and suggested discussion
questions to facilitate a thorough understanding of the novel.

Overview of The Great Gilly Hopkins

Main Characters and Character Analysis

Themes and Motifs in The Great Gilly Hopkins

Plot Summary and Structure

Discussion Questions and Study Tips

Overview of The Great Gilly Hopkins
The great gilly hopkins study guide begins with an overview of the novel’s background, providing
context for its creation and place in literature. Published in 1978, Katherine Paterson’s novel is a
poignant story that addresses the foster care system through the eyes of Gilly Hopkins, a brave yet
troubled eleven-year-old girl. The narrative is set in the United States and captures the emotional
challenges faced by children in foster homes. This overview helps readers appreciate the book’s
significance and its continued relevance in discussions about family and identity.

Author Background
Katherine Paterson is known for her contributions to children’s literature, often focusing on themes of
hardship and resilience. Her works, including The Great Gilly Hopkins, have received critical acclaim
for their honest portrayal of difficult subjects. Understanding Paterson’s background and literary style
enriches the reading experience and provides deeper insight into the novel’s themes.

Historical and Social Context
The novel reflects societal attitudes towards foster care in the late 20th century. It highlights the
struggles of children navigating uncertain family situations and the emotional impact of being



uprooted. Recognizing this context is essential for grasping the novel’s message and its empathetic
approach to complex social issues.

Main Characters and Character Analysis
The characters in the great gilly hopkins study guide are central to understanding the story’s
emotional depth and thematic concerns. Detailed character analyses shed light on motivations,
growth, and relationships, which are crucial for literary study and discussion.

Galadriel “Gilly” Hopkins
Gilly is the protagonist, characterized by her sharp wit, rebellious nature, and deep-seated
vulnerability. She struggles with feelings of abandonment and longs for a permanent family. Her
complex personality drives the narrative and offers readers a window into the challenges faced by
foster children.

Maime Trotter
Maime, Gilly’s foster mother, represents stability and kindness. Despite Gilly’s resistance, Maime’s
patience and love play a pivotal role in the story. Her character symbolizes the possibility of finding
family beyond biological ties.

William Ernest
William Ernest is Maime’s grandson, whose innocence and friendship with Gilly provide moments of
warmth and humor. His presence highlights themes of connection and acceptance within
unconventional families.

Other Important Characters
Additional characters, such as Gilly’s biological mother and foster siblings, enrich the narrative and
contribute to the exploration of family dynamics and identity. Each character plays a role in Gilly’s
journey toward self-discovery.

Themes and Motifs in The Great Gilly Hopkins
The great gilly hopkins study guide emphasizes major themes and recurring motifs that shape
the novel’s impact. These elements provide a framework for analysis and discussion, deepening
readers’ understanding of the text.



Family and Belonging
The novel explores various definitions of family, challenging traditional notions. Gilly’s quest for
belonging underscores the emotional complexities of foster care and adoption, emphasizing that
family can be chosen and formed through love.

Identity and Self-Acceptance
Gilly’s internal conflict revolves around her identity and self-worth. The story traces her growth as she
confronts her feelings of rejection and learns to accept herself. This theme resonates with readers
facing similar struggles.

Resilience and Change
Throughout the novel, Gilly’s resilience is evident as she navigates difficult circumstances. The motif
of change—both external and internal—illustrates the possibility of growth and healing despite
adversity.

Humor and Hope
Despite serious themes, the novel incorporates humor and moments of hope that balance the
narrative tone. These elements make the story accessible and engaging while reinforcing its positive
messages.

Plot Summary and Structure
This section of the great gilly hopkins study guide offers a detailed summary of the plot and an
analysis of the novel’s structure. Understanding the storyline and narrative flow is essential for
comprehension and critical evaluation.

Beginning: Introduction to Gilly and Her World
The novel opens by introducing Gilly Hopkins, her rebellious attitude, and her experiences in foster
care. Early scenes establish key conflicts, including her resistance to Maime Trotter and longing to
reunite with her biological mother.

Middle: Conflict and Character Development
As the story progresses, Gilly’s relationships with Maime, William Ernest, and others evolve. The
middle portion focuses on the tension between Gilly’s desire for independence and her need for
connection, leading to pivotal moments of self-reflection.



End: Resolution and Emotional Growth
The conclusion of the novel resolves major conflicts and highlights Gilly’s emotional maturation. While
not all questions are answered definitively, the ending reflects realistic growth and the hope for a
better future.

Narrative Techniques
The novel employs first-person narration, allowing readers direct access to Gilly’s thoughts and
feelings. This perspective enhances emotional engagement and provides authenticity to her voice.
Additionally, the chronological structure supports a clear progression of events and character
development.

Discussion Questions and Study Tips
The great gilly hopkins study guide concludes with suggested questions and strategies to
facilitate deeper analysis and classroom discussion. These tools encourage critical thinking and help
readers connect with the novel’s themes and characters.

Key Discussion Questions

How does Gilly’s attitude toward foster care change throughout the novel?

In what ways do the characters of Maime and William Ernest influence Gilly’s growth?

What does the novel suggest about the meaning of family?

How does humor function within the story’s serious themes?

What role does identity play in Gilly’s journey, and how is it portrayed?

Study Tips for Readers
To maximize understanding of The Great Gilly Hopkins, readers should consider the following
approaches:

Take notes on character traits and changes over time.

Highlight passages that reveal important themes or conflicts.

Discuss the book with peers or in study groups to gain diverse perspectives.

Reflect on personal connections to the story’s messages about family and identity.



Review summaries and analyses to reinforce comprehension before assessments.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Great Gilly Hopkins'?
The main theme of 'The Great Gilly Hopkins' is the search for belonging and family, as the
protagonist, Gilly, navigates her feelings of abandonment and her desire to find a permanent home.

Who is the author of 'The Great Gilly Hopkins' and what is her
writing style?
The author of 'The Great Gilly Hopkins' is Katherine Paterson. Her writing style is characterized by
realistic characters, emotional depth, and engaging narratives that appeal to middle-grade readers.

What are some important symbols used in 'The Great Gilly
Hopkins'?
Important symbols in the novel include Gilly's doll, which represents her vulnerability and need for
comfort, and the various foster homes she lives in, symbolizing instability and the search for identity.

How does Gilly Hopkins' character develop throughout the
story?
Gilly Hopkins starts as a tough, rebellious girl who distrusts adults but gradually learns to open up,
trust others, and appreciate the people who care for her, showing significant emotional growth.

What are some discussion questions included in 'The Great
Gilly Hopkins' study guide?
Discussion questions often include topics like how Gilly's experiences shape her behavior, the role of
foster care in the story, and what the novel teaches about empathy, family, and resilience.

Additional Resources
1. The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Paterson – Study Guide
This comprehensive study guide explores the themes, characters, and plot of Katherine Paterson’s
beloved novel, The Great Gilly Hopkins. It includes chapter summaries, discussion questions, and
analysis to help readers better understand Gilly’s journey of growth and acceptance. Perfect for
students and book clubs alike, this guide enhances the reading experience by providing deeper
insights into the story.

2. Understanding Character Development in The Great Gilly Hopkins



This book focuses specifically on the complex character of Gilly Hopkins, examining her motivations,
struggles, and transformation throughout the novel. By analyzing her relationships and emotional
growth, readers can gain a richer appreciation of her character arc. It is an essential companion for
those studying the novel in detail.

3. Katherine Paterson: A Literary Biography
Delve into the life and works of Katherine Paterson, the author of The Great Gilly Hopkins. This
biography provides context about her writing style, inspirations, and the themes she commonly
explores. Understanding the author’s background can deepen readers’ connection to her novels.

4. Family and Foster Care Themes in Contemporary Children’s Literature
This book offers a broader look at how family dynamics and foster care are depicted in children’s
literature, including an in-depth discussion of The Great Gilly Hopkins. It compares different portrayals
to highlight social issues and emotional challenges faced by children in foster systems. A useful
resource for educators and social workers.

5. Teaching The Great Gilly Hopkins: Lesson Plans and Activities
Designed for educators, this book provides creative lesson plans, activities, and assessment ideas to
teach The Great Gilly Hopkins. It encourages critical thinking and empathy through interactive
discussions and projects related to the novel’s themes. An excellent tool for engaging middle school
students.

6. Coming of Age Stories: Exploring Identity and Belonging
This collection of essays examines coming-of-age novels, with a dedicated section on The Great Gilly
Hopkins. It explores how young protagonists navigate identity, family, and belonging, offering
comparative insights with other classic and contemporary works. Useful for literary analysis and
thematic studies.

7. The Psychology of Foster Children: Insights from Literature
This book analyzes the psychological experiences of foster children as portrayed in literature,
including Gilly Hopkins. It discusses trauma, resilience, and attachment issues, providing a
psychological framework to better understand characters like Gilly. A valuable resource for
psychology students and literary scholars.

8. Youth Literature and Social Issues: A Critical Approach
Focusing on social issues in youth literature, this book includes critical essays on The Great Gilly
Hopkins. Topics such as foster care, prejudice, and family conflict are examined to reveal the novel’s
social commentary. It is ideal for readers interested in the intersection of literature and social justice.

9. Comparative Study of Katherine Paterson’s Novels
This work compares The Great Gilly Hopkins with other novels by Katherine Paterson, such as Bridge
to Terabithia and Jacob Have I Loved. It highlights recurring themes, narrative techniques, and
character development across her body of work. A great resource for fans and scholars seeking a
broader understanding of Paterson’s contributions to children’s literature.
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