the great migration book by jacob
lawrence

the great migration book by jacob lawrence offers a vivid artistic and
historical portrayal of one of the most significant social phenomena in
American history: the Great Migration. This book, based on Jacob Lawrence’s
renowned series of paintings, captures the experiences of African Americans
who moved from the rural South to the urban North during the early 20th
century. It provides readers with a unique combination of visual art and
narrative, reflecting the struggles, hopes, and resilience of migrants
seeking better opportunities. The great migration book by jacob lawrence is
not only a celebration of cultural heritage but also an educational resource
that brings history to life through compelling imagery and storytelling. This
article explores the background of the book, its artistic significance, the
historical context of the Great Migration, and its impact on American culture
and art. The detailed analysis will help readers understand why this book
remains a vital work in both art and history.
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Background and Creation of the Great Migration
Book

The great migration book by jacob lawrence originated from a series of 60
paintings created by Lawrence in 1940-1941, known as the Migration Series.
These paintings chronicle the mass movement of African Americans from the
South to Northern cities between World War I and World War II. Lawrence, an
African American artist, was inspired by the stories he heard about migration
and sought to document this transformative event through his art. The book
adapts these paintings into a format accessible to a wider audience,
combining them with concise, informative text.



Jacob Lawrence’s Early Life and Influences

Born in 1917 in Atlantic City, New Jersey, Jacob Lawrence grew up in Harlem,
New York, during the Harlem Renaissance. His artistic talents were nurtured
by influential mentors and the vibrant cultural environment surrounding him.
The migration stories he encountered in Harlem deeply influenced his work,
particularly the Migration Series, which reflects both personal insight and
collective memory.

Development of the Migration Series

Lawrence created the Migration Series over six months, using a dynamic and
simplified style with bold colors and geometric forms. Each painting is
accompanied by a caption explaining the scene, which together form a cohesive
narrative. The great migration book by jacob lawrence compiles these images
and texts to present the story in a compelling and educational manner.

Artistic Style and Narrative Technique

The great migration book by jacob lawrence is distinguished by its unique
artistic style, characterized by vibrant colors, simplified shapes, and
rhythmic compositions. Lawrence’s narrative technique combines visual
storytelling with concise text, making complex historical events accessible
and engaging for readers of all ages.

Visual Elements and Color Use

Lawrence’'s use of primary colors and stark contrasts enhances the emotional
impact of each scene. The flat planes and stylized figures emphasize movement
and urgency, reflecting the migrants' journey and struggles. This approach
allows the viewer to focus on the story and themes rather than minute
details.

Integration of Text and Image

The book’s format presents each painting alongside a brief caption, which
serves as a narrative thread. This integration of text and image creates a
powerful synergy, enabling readers to grasp both the factual and emotional
aspects of the Great Migration. The concise language complements the bold
visuals without overwhelming the reader.

Historical Context of the Great Migration

The great migration book by jacob lawrence provides important historical



insight into the Great Migration, a period when over six million African
Americans relocated from the rural South to urban centers in the North and
West between approximately 1916 and 1970. This movement reshaped American
demographics, culture, and politics.

Causes of the Great Migration

Several factors motivated African Americans to leave the South:

Escaping racial segregation and violence under Jim Crow laws

Seeking economic opportunities in industrial cities

Desire for better educational and social conditions

Impact of World War I on labor shortages in Northern factories

Effects on Northern Cities and African American
Communities

The influx of migrants significantly transformed cities like Chicago, New
York, Detroit, and Philadelphia. African American culture flourished,
contributing to movements such as the Harlem Renaissance, while new social
challenges arose, including housing shortages and racial tensions. Lawrence’s
book captures these dynamics by illustrating both the hopes and hardships
experienced during this era.

Thematic Elements in the Book

The great migration book by jacob lawrence explores multiple themes central
to the African American experience during the Great Migration, emphasizing
resilience, community, and the quest for freedom and equality. These themes
resonate through both the visual and textual content.

Struggle and Resilience

The book highlights the challenges migrants faced, such as discrimination,
economic hardship, and cultural displacement. Despite these obstacles, the
narrative conveys strength and perseverance, showcasing the migrants'
determination to build better lives.



Hope and Opportunity

Lawrence’'s work also reflects the optimism that fueled the migration. The
promise of employment, education, and political rights in the North
symbolized new possibilities, which the book portrays through scenes of work,
family, and community life.

Community and Identity

The great migration book by jacob lawrence underscores the importance of
solidarity and cultural identity. It depicts migrants forming tight-knit
communities that preserved traditions while adapting to urban environments,
thus shaping a new African American cultural identity.

Impact and Legacy of the Great Migration Book
by Jacob Lawrence

The great migration book by jacob lawrence has had a lasting influence on
art, history education, and cultural awareness. It remains a key resource for
understanding the African American experience and the broader American story
of migration and change.

Influence on Art and Education

Lawrence’s Migration Series and its adaptation into the book format have
inspired generations of artists and educators. The work is frequently used in
classrooms to teach about the Great Migration, combining visual literacy with
historical knowledge.

Recognition and Exhibitions

The Migration Series is held in major museums, including the Museum of Modern
Art and the Phillips Collection. The book version makes this important work
accessible beyond museum walls, helping to preserve and disseminate
Lawrence’'s legacy.

Continued Relevance

As discussions about race, migration, and social justice continue, the great
migration book by jacob lawrence offers valuable perspectives. It serves as a
reminder of the enduring struggles and contributions of African Americans in
shaping modern America.



1. Comprehensive portrayal of the Great Migration through art and narrative
2. Educational value for understanding African American history

3. Artistic innovation in storytelling and visual communication

4. Preservation of cultural memory and identity

5. Inspiration for future generations in art and social awareness

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Great Migration' by Jacob Lawrence
about?

'The Great Migration' by Jacob Lawrence is a series of paintings that depict
the mass movement of African Americans from the rural South to the urban
North in the early 20th century, highlighting their struggles and hopes
during this transformative period.

Who was Jacob Lawrence?

Jacob Lawrence was an African American painter known for his portrayal of
African American historical subjects and contemporary life, particularly
famous for his vivid narrative series such as 'The Great Migration'.

When was 'The Great Migration' series created?

Jacob Lawrence created 'The Great Migration' series in 1940-1941, when he was
in his early twenties.

How many paintings are in 'The Great Migration'
series?

'The Great Migration' series consists of 60 panels, each illustrating
different aspects of the migration and experiences of African Americans
during that time.

What artistic style is used in 'The Great
Migration'?

'The Great Migration' is painted in a modernist style characterized by bold
colors, simplified forms, and dynamic compositions.



Why is 'The Great Migration' considered significant
in American art history?

It is significant because it visually narrates an important social and
historical event from the African American perspective, combining art with
storytelling and social commentary.

Where can one view 'The Great Migration' series?

The original 'Great Migration' series is housed at the Phillips Collection in
Washington, D.C., and the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA) in New York.

Did Jacob Lawrence write a book titled 'The Great
Migration'?

Jacob Lawrence did not write a traditional book titled 'The Great Migration,'
but his series of paintings have been compiled and published in book form
with accompanying texts.

What themes does 'The Great Migration' explore?

The series explores themes such as hope, struggle, racial discrimination,
economic opportunity, and the search for a better life during the African
American migration northward.

How has 'The Great Migration' influenced
contemporary artists?

Jacob Lawrence's narrative style and focus on social issues have inspired
contemporary artists to use their work to address history, identity, and
social justice.

Additional Resources

1. The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration by
Isabel Wilkerson

This acclaimed narrative nonfiction chronicles the decades-long migration of
Black Americans from the rural South to the urban North and West between 1915
and 1970. Wilkerson tells the story through the lives of three individuals,
weaving personal stories with historical context. The book explores the
profound social, cultural, and political impacts of the Great Migration on
America.

2. Harlem Stomp!: A Cultural History of the Harlem Renaissance by Laban
Carrick Hill

While focusing on the Harlem Renaissance, this book provides essential
background on the Great Migration that brought many African Americans to



Harlem. It explores the explosion of art, music, and literature that defined
the era. Hill's engaging narrative helps readers understand how migration
influenced cultural movements.

3. When Harlem Was in Vogue by David Levering Lewis

This book offers an insightful look into Harlem’s transformation during the
Great Migration period. Lewis captures the vibrant cultural, political, and
social changes that Harlem underwent as it became a center for African
American life. It complements studies of the Great Migration by focusing on
the destination’s rich history.

4. Black Migration in America: A Social and Economic History by William H.
Frey

Frey analyzes the demographic shifts and economic factors that fueled the
Great Migration. The book provides statistical data and interpretation of
migration patterns, as well as the resulting urbanization of African
Americans. It’'s a valuable resource for understanding the broader socio-
economic implications.

5. Down Home: Stories from the Great Migration by Walter Dean Myers

This collection of short stories brings to life the personal experiences of
African Americans during the Great Migration. Myers uses vivid storytelling
to explore themes of family, hope, and resilience in the face of change. It
offers a more intimate perspective complementing historical accounts.

6. Great Migration and the African American Experience by Jacqueline Jones
Jones provides a detailed examination of the causes and consequences of the
Great Migration. Her work ties the movement to larger themes of race, labor,
and identity in 20th-century America. The book is noted for its thorough
research and accessible writing style.

7. Jacob Lawrence: The Migration Series by Elizabeth Hutton Turner

This art-focused book centers on Lawrence’s iconic Migration Series paintings
that visually document the journey and struggles of African Americans during
the Great Migration. It includes analysis of each panel and the historical
context behind the artwork. This book is essential for those interested in
the intersection of art and history.

8. The Promised Land: The Great Black Migration and How It Changed America by
Nicholas Lemann

Lemann offers a comprehensive history of the Great Migration, examining its
impact on cities, politics, and culture. The book delves into the motivations
behind the migration and the challenges migrants faced in their new homes.
It’s a well-researched, engaging narrative that complements Lawrence’s visual
storytelling.

9. American Exodus: The Dust Bowl Migration and Okie Culture in California by
James N. Gregory

Though focusing on a different migration, this book provides context for
understanding large-scale internal movements in America during the early 20th
century. Gregory details the displacement of Dust Bowl farmers moving west,



drawing parallels to the Great Migration’s social and economic effects. It
broadens the discussion of American migration history.
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