
the greedy triangle by marilyn burns

the greedy triangle by marilyn burns is a popular children’s book that combines storytelling with educational
concepts, particularly geometry and shapes. Written by Marilyn Burns, an acclaimed math educator, this book
introduces young readers to the world of polygons through a captivating narrative about a triangle who is
dissatisfied with its shape and desires to become something more. The story creatively teaches fundamental
math concepts, making it a valuable resource for teachers and parents alike. This article explores the plot,
educational significance, themes, and practical uses of the greedy triangle by marilyn burns, highlighting why it
remains a beloved tool in math education. The integration of storytelling and geometry in the book exemplifies
how children can learn complex ideas in an engaging and memorable way. Below is a detailed look at the main
aspects of this influential book.

Overview and Summary of the Story

Educational Value and Math Concepts

Thematic Elements and Moral Lessons

Author Background and Contributions

Practical Applications in Education

Overview and Summary of the Story

the greedy triangle by marilyn burns tells the tale of a small triangle who is unhappy with its three sides and
corners. Seeking more excitement and variety, the triangle visits a shape shop to add more sides, transforming
into different polygons such as squares, pentagons, hexagons, and beyond. Each new shape brings new
experiences but also new challenges. Eventually, the greedy triangle discovers that being itself was the best
option, learning to appreciate its original form.

Plot Details

The story begins with the triangle feeling bored with its simple shape. The triangle’s journey through various
polygon forms introduces children to basic geometric shapes and their properties. The narrative’s progression
allows readers to observe how the triangle changes with each added side, becoming more complex but also less
recognizable. The conclusion emphasizes self-acceptance and the joy of being unique.

Characters and Setting

The main character is the triangle, personified with feelings and desires. The shape shop serves as the setting,
where the triangle obtains new sides and corners. Other shapes appear briefly, illustrating the diversity of
polygons. The simple and colorful illustrations complement the text, reinforcing the learning experience.

Educational Value and Math Concepts

the greedy triangle by marilyn burns is widely recognized for its ability to teach geometry concepts in an
accessible way. The book introduces children to polygons, sides, corners, and the properties of shapes through
a story that captures their interest. It supports early math learning standards and helps build foundational



skills in recognizing and understanding geometric figures.

Introduction to Polygons

The book effectively teaches what polygons are, highlighting differences between triangles, quadrilaterals,
pentagons, hexagons, and more. Children learn the names and characteristics of these shapes in a natural
context.

Counting Sides and Angles

As the triangle acquires more sides, readers engage in counting and comparing the number of sides and angles.
This promotes numerical awareness and spatial reasoning.

Shape Transformation and Geometry Vocabulary

The story introduces vocabulary such as “sides,” “corners,” “polygon,” and “angle.” The visual
transformations help solidify understanding of how shapes are defined by their sides and vertices.

Thematic Elements and Moral Lessons

Beyond math education, the greedy triangle by marilyn burns delivers important messages about self-identity
and contentment. The theme of self-acceptance resonates with children, teaching them to appreciate their own
uniqueness rather than constantly striving to change.

Self-Acceptance

The triangle’s journey illustrates that while change can be exciting, it is also important to value oneself as
they are. This moral is subtly embedded within the geometric exploration.

Curiosity and Exploration

The triangle’s desire to explore new shapes encourages curiosity and learning. It models a positive attitude
toward discovery and experimentation.

Balance Between Ambition and Satisfaction

The story shows that ambition can be healthy but should be balanced with satisfaction. Children learn the
importance of recognizing when enough is enough.

Author Background and Contributions

Marilyn Burns, the author of the greedy triangle by marilyn burns, is a respected educator and author known
for her contributions to math education. Her work focuses on making math accessible and enjoyable for young
learners through innovative teaching strategies and engaging materials.



Educational Philosophy

Burns advocates for hands-on learning and storytelling as powerful tools in math education. She believes
that children learn best when they are actively involved and emotionally connected to the material.

Other Notable Works

In addition to the greedy triangle, Marilyn Burns has authored several influential math books and resources
that support teachers and students in developing strong mathematical understanding.

Impact on Math Education

Her work, including the greedy triangle by marilyn burns, has been widely adopted in classrooms and praised for
improving student engagement and comprehension in mathematics.

Practical Applications in Education

the greedy triangle by marilyn burns is frequently used in classrooms to support geometry lessons and
encourage math enthusiasm. Its narrative format makes it suitable for a variety of instructional strategies
and age groups.

Classroom Activities

Shape Identification: Students identify and count sides and corners of different polygons featured in the
story.

Creative Drawing: Children draw their own shapes inspired by the greedy triangle’s transformations.

Math Discussions: Teachers facilitate conversations about polygons, angles, and self-acceptance
themes.

Role-Playing: Students act out the triangle’s journey to deepen understanding of geometry concepts.

Integration with Curriculum

The book aligns with common core standards related to geometry and measurement, making it an effective
resource for math instruction in elementary grades.

Benefits for Student Learning

Using this book in education promotes critical thinking, enhances vocabulary, and fosters a positive attitude
toward math. Its engaging story format helps students retain complex information through memorable
narrative.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Greedy Triangle' by Marilyn Burns?

'The Greedy Triangle' explores themes of self-acceptance and the desire for change, showing how the triangle
learns to appreciate its own shape after trying to become other shapes.

Who is the protagonist in 'The Greedy Triangle'?

The protagonist is a triangle who feels bored with its shape and wishes to become different polygons by adding
more sides.

How does the triangle change throughout the story?

The triangle adds more sides to become various polygons like a quadrilateral, pentagon, hexagon, and so on,
before realizing it misses being a triangle.

What lesson does 'The Greedy Triangle' teach children?

It teaches children the importance of appreciating who they are and understanding that constantly wanting to
be something else may not bring happiness.

How does Marilyn Burns use shapes to explain mathematical concepts?

She personifies shapes and introduces polygons in a fun and engaging narrative, helping children understand
geometry and the properties of shapes.

What age group is 'The Greedy Triangle' suitable for?

'The Greedy Triangle' is suitable for early elementary students, typically ages 4 to 8, as it combines simple
storytelling with basic geometry concepts.

How does the story 'The Greedy Triangle' encourage creativity?

By showing the triangle transforming into various shapes, the story encourages children to think creatively
about shapes and their possibilities.

What role do illustrations play in 'The Greedy Triangle'?

Illustrations visually demonstrate the triangle's transformations and make the geometric concepts more
accessible and enjoyable for young readers.

How can teachers use 'The Greedy Triangle' in the classroom?

Teachers can use the story to introduce polygons, discuss shapes and their properties, and engage students in
activities like drawing and creating different shapes.

Additional Resources
1. The Greedy Triangle by Marilyn Burns
This charming story follows a triangle who is dissatisfied with its shape and decides to add more sides to
become other polygons. Through a journey of transformation, the triangle learns to appreciate its unique



qualities. The book is a fun introduction to basic geometry concepts for young readers.

2. The Shape of Things by Dayle Ann Dodds
A playful exploration of different shapes found in the world around us. Children learn to identify and describe
various geometric figures through colorful illustrations and simple text. This book encourages observation
and curiosity about shapes in everyday life.

3. Sir Cumference and the First Round Table by Cindy Neuschwander
Set in medieval times, this story introduces geometry concepts through a clever tale about Sir Cumference and
his quest involving a round table. It combines adventure with math vocabulary, making learning shapes and
measurements engaging for kids. The book is part of a popular series that blends storytelling with math
lessons.

4. Shapes, Shapes, Shapes by Tana Hoban
A photographic picture book that showcases shapes in real-life objects. Without words, children are invited
to discover circles, squares, triangles, and more through vivid photographs. This book fosters visual literacy
and a deeper understanding of shapes in the environment.

5. Round is a Tortilla: A Book of Shapes by Roseanne Greenfield Thong
This vibrant book celebrates shapes through the lens of Latino culture and everyday objects. It introduces
children to basic shapes with bilingual text and lively illustrations. The story connects geometry to
cultural experiences and food, making learning relatable and fun.

6. The Greedy Triangle Gets a Makeover by Marilyn Burns and Gordon Silveria
A follow-up to the original story, this book revisits the triangle as it explores new shapes and patterns
through art and design. It reinforces geometric concepts while encouraging creativity and self-expression. The
story is perfect for children who enjoyed the first book and want to dive deeper into shapes.

7. What is a Polygon? by Rebecca Kai Dotlich
This informative book explains polygons in simple terms, introducing children to different types of multi-sided
shapes. With clear illustrations and easy-to-understand language, it builds foundational geometry
knowledge. The book supports classroom learning and at-home exploration of math concepts.

8. Math Curse by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith
A humorous story about a student who suddenly sees math problems everywhere, turning everyday situations
into mathematical challenges. The book covers a wide range of math topics, including shapes and patterns,
through fun and engaging narrative. It's a great way to show kids that math is all around us.

9. Polygonimals by Lisa Burke
This creative book introduces polygons by combining them with animals, creating "polygonimals" that teach
shape recognition. Bright, colorful illustrations capture children's attention while reinforcing geometric
vocabulary. The book makes learning about polygons entertaining and memorable.
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