
the hermaphrodite julia ward howe

the hermaphrodite julia ward howe is a phrase that has intrigued scholars and readers interested
in the life and writings of Julia Ward Howe. Julia Ward Howe was a prominent 19th-century American
poet, author, and social activist best known for penning the lyrics to “The Battle Hymn of the
Republic.” The term “hermaphrodite” in relation to Julia Ward Howe is often explored in the context of
gender identity, literary symbolism, and the societal roles she navigated during her lifetime. This
article delves into the historical background of Julia Ward Howe, the literary interpretations
surrounding the concept of the hermaphrodite in her work, and the broader cultural implications.
Through examining Howe’s biography, her contributions to feminist thought, and the symbolism of
hermaphroditism, readers gain a comprehensive understanding of this complex subject. The article
also highlights the intersection of gender, identity, and artistic expression as embodied by Howe’s life
and legacy.
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Historical Background of Julia Ward Howe
Julia Ward Howe was born in 1819 in New York City and became a central figure in American literature
and social reform. She was an accomplished poet, abolitionist, and advocate for women’s rights.
Howe’s early life was marked by a strong education and exposure to intellectual circles, which
influenced her literary and activist pursuits. She married Samuel Gridley Howe, a noted reformer, and
together they engaged in various humanitarian efforts. Howe’s most famous work, “The Battle Hymn
of the Republic,” was written during the Civil War and became an anthem of Union patriotism.
Understanding Julia Ward Howe’s historical context is essential to appreciating the complexity behind
the phrase “the hermaphrodite julia ward howe,” which reflects deeper themes related to gender and
identity.

Early Life and Education
Julia Ward Howe was raised in a wealthy family that valued culture and education. She received a
broad education, including studies in music, literature, and languages, which was uncommon for
women at the time. This foundation laid the groundwork for her literary career and reformist
activities.

Marriage and Activism
Her marriage to Samuel Gridley Howe connected her to social reform movements such as abolitionism
and education for the disabled. Julia Ward Howe’s activism expanded to include women’s suffrage and



pacifism, reflecting her multifaceted identity.

The Concept of Hermaphroditism in Literature
Hermaphroditism, a term derived from classical mythology, has been used symbolically in literature
to explore themes of duality, gender fluidity, and the integration of masculine and feminine traits. In
the 19th century, literary figures and critics sometimes employed the concept metaphorically to
describe complex identities that transcended traditional gender binaries.

Mythological Origins
The term “hermaphrodite” originates from the Greek myth of Hermaphroditus, the child of Hermes
and Aphrodite, who embodied both male and female characteristics. This myth has been a rich source
for symbolic interpretations of androgyny and unity of opposites in literature and art.

Symbolism in 19th-Century Literature
During Julia Ward Howe’s time, the hermaphrodite symbol was occasionally used to challenge or
complicate rigid gender roles. Writers and thinkers explored this motif to suggest the possibility of a
more fluid or integrated human identity, which resonates with Howe’s own negotiation of public and
private roles as a woman and social leader.

Julia Ward Howe’s Writings and Symbolism
Julia Ward Howe’s literary output includes poetry, essays, and speeches that often engage with
themes of identity, morality, and social justice. Some scholars interpret her works as embodying a
hermaphroditic symbolism, reflecting a blend of traditionally masculine and feminine qualities such as
strength and compassion.

“The Battle Hymn of the Republic” and Gendered Imagery
This iconic poem combines martial and spiritual imagery, blending forcefulness with moral
righteousness. The dual nature of the poem’s tone and message can be viewed as reflective of a
hermaphroditic synthesis of traits, symbolizing a complex identity that transcends simple gender
categorization.

Feminist Writings and Public Voice
Howe’s essays and speeches advocating for women’s rights reveal her ability to navigate and
reconcile competing societal expectations. Her public persona challenged conventional gender norms,
which some interpret as a form of social hermaphroditism—embodying both male-associated public
authority and female-associated nurturing roles.

Gender Identity and Social Context in Howe’s Era
The 19th century was a period of strict gender roles and expectations, particularly for women of Julia
Ward Howe’s social standing. Understanding the cultural constraints and opportunities of her time is
crucial to contextualizing the metaphor of the hermaphrodite as it relates to her life and work.



Victorian Gender Roles
During Howe’s lifetime, women were generally expected to embody domesticity, piety, and
submissiveness. Public leadership and political activism were largely male domains, making Howe’s
prominent role as an activist and writer exceptional and symbolically resonant with the idea of
transcending gender binaries.

Challenges to Gender Norms
Howe’s activism in abolition, suffrage, and peace movements placed her in positions that challenged
traditional female roles. Her life exemplifies the tensions and negotiations involved in crossing gender
boundaries, making the hermaphrodite metaphor a useful lens for understanding her impact.

Legacy and Influence of Julia Ward Howe
Julia Ward Howe’s contributions to literature, social reform, and gender discourse continue to be
studied and celebrated. The concept of the hermaphrodite in relation to her legacy underscores
ongoing discussions about gender fluidity, identity, and the roles individuals play in society.

Impact on Feminist Thought
Howe’s advocacy laid groundwork for future feminist movements by challenging restrictive gender
roles and advocating for equality. Her life and work inspire contemporary debates about gender and
identity.

Cultural and Literary Influence
Howe’s writings remain influential in American literature and culture. The symbolic interpretation of
her as a hermaphroditic figure enriches the understanding of her complex identity and the broader
cultural shifts toward recognizing gender diversity.

Embodied duality of strength and compassion

Challenged 19th-century gender norms

Inspired feminist and social reform movements

Symbolized integration of masculine and feminine traits

Continues to influence discussions on gender identity

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Julia Ward Howe and why is she sometimes referred
to as a hermaphrodite in historical texts?
Julia Ward Howe was a 19th-century American poet and social activist, best known for writing 'The
Battle Hymn of the Republic.' The term 'hermaphrodite' in historical texts referring to her is
metaphorical, often used to describe her blending of traditionally masculine and feminine traits in her
activism and literary work, rather than a literal biological condition.

What contributions did Julia Ward Howe make to social reform
movements?
Julia Ward Howe was a prominent advocate for abolition, women's suffrage, and pacifism. She co-
founded the American Woman Suffrage Association and was instrumental in promoting peace through
the Women's Peace Party. Her activism helped advance the causes of equality and social justice in
the 19th century.

How did Julia Ward Howe's identity challenge gender norms of
her time?
Julia Ward Howe challenged 19th-century gender norms by engaging actively in public and political
spheres, areas typically reserved for men. Her strong voice in abolition, suffrage, and peace efforts,
combined with her literary achievements, showcased a blend of masculine and feminine qualities,
leading some contemporaries to describe her metaphorically as a 'hermaphrodite' in terms of social
roles.

Are there any known writings by Julia Ward Howe that
address gender or identity?
While Julia Ward Howe did not explicitly write about gender identity in modern terms, her essays and
speeches often emphasized women's rights and the importance of expanding roles for women in
society. Her work indirectly addressed issues of gender by advocating for equality and challenging
traditional expectations.

What is the historical significance of labeling Julia Ward Howe
as a 'hermaphrodite'?
The label 'hermaphrodite' applied to Julia Ward Howe historically reflects a symbolic recognition of her
embodying both masculine and feminine characteristics in her activism and leadership. This term was
used metaphorically to highlight her breaking of gender boundaries in a period when rigid distinctions
between male and female roles were strongly enforced.

Additional Resources
1. Julia Ward Howe: A Life of Passion and Principle
This biography explores the multifaceted life of Julia Ward Howe, highlighting her roles as an
abolitionist, poet, and activist. It delves into her personal struggles and triumphs, shedding light on



her enduring legacy in American social reform movements. The book also discusses her influence on
women's rights and her famous composition, "The Battle Hymn of the Republic."

2. The Feminist Voice of Julia Ward Howe
Focusing on Howe's contributions to early feminism, this book examines her advocacy for women's
suffrage and gender equality. It places her work in the context of 19th-century social and political
upheavals, illustrating how she used her writing and public speaking to challenge societal norms.
Readers gain insight into her strategies for advancing women's rights and her impact on future
generations.

3. The Battle Hymn and Beyond: Julia Ward Howe’s Literary Legacy
This collection analyzes Howe's literary output, including poetry, essays, and speeches. It emphasizes
the themes of justice, morality, and human dignity that permeate her work. The book also explores
how her writings reflected and influenced the cultural and political landscapes of her time.

4. Julia Ward Howe and the Abolitionist Movement
Detailing Howe's involvement in the fight against slavery, this book chronicles her collaboration with
other prominent abolitionists. It highlights her efforts to promote racial equality and her initiatives to
support freed slaves after the Civil War. The narrative situates her activism within the broader context
of American abolitionism.

5. Social Reformer and Mother of Peace: The Dual Roles of Julia Ward Howe
This book examines the dual aspects of Howe’s activism: her work as a social reformer and her
pioneering peace advocacy. It discusses her founding of the Women’s Peace Party and the
establishment of Mother's Day as a call for peace. The text portrays her vision of a world where
justice and harmony prevail.

6. Julia Ward Howe: Navigating Gender and Identity in the 19th Century
Exploring the complexities of gender identity and societal expectations, this book offers a nuanced
look at Howe’s life as a woman challenging traditional roles. It investigates how her personal
experiences influenced her public activism and literary endeavors. The work invites readers to
consider the intersections of gender, identity, and power in historical contexts.

7. The Correspondence of Julia Ward Howe: Letters of a Reformer
This compilation presents Howe’s letters, revealing her thoughts on politics, family, and social issues.
The correspondence provides intimate insights into her relationships with other reformers and her
evolving views on key issues of her time. The book serves as a valuable resource for understanding
her personality and motivations.

8. Julia Ward Howe and the Cultural Politics of the Civil War Era
Analyzing Howe’s role during the Civil War, this book examines how she used culture and literature to
shape public opinion. It discusses her creation of "The Battle Hymn of the Republic" as both a patriotic
anthem and a moral statement. The text highlights her influence on American identity during a
tumultuous period.

9. Legacy of a Trailblazer: Julia Ward Howe’s Impact on American Social Movements
This work assesses Howe’s enduring influence on various social causes, including abolition, women’s
rights, and peace activism. It traces how her ideas and actions inspired subsequent activists and
movements throughout American history. The book celebrates her as a pioneering figure whose
legacy continues to resonate.
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