
the history of the aryan brotherhood
the history of the aryan brotherhood is a complex and often controversial topic that
traces the origins and evolution of one of the most notorious prison gangs in the United
States. Founded in the 1960s, the Aryan Brotherhood has grown from a small group of
white supremacist inmates into a widespread criminal organization implicated in various
illegal activities. This article explores the formation, ideological foundation, expansion, and
influence of the Aryan Brotherhood within the correctional system and beyond. By
examining its origins, organizational structure, and criminal enterprises, a clearer
understanding of this group’s impact on prison culture and American criminal history
emerges. The following sections will detail the gang’s beginnings, its racial ideology,
significant events in its development, and its current status.

Origins and Formation

Ideological Foundations and Beliefs

Growth and Expansion

Criminal Activities and Influence

Law Enforcement Response and Legal Actions

Origins and Formation
The history of the aryan brotherhood begins in the mid-1960s within the California prison
system. Initially formed as a protective group for white inmates against other racial groups,
it quickly evolved into a tightly knit organization with a strong racial ideology. The founding
members sought to establish dominance in the prison environment by uniting white
prisoners under a common cause. Early conflicts with other prison gangs helped solidify the
Aryan Brotherhood’s identity and reputation for violence. This foundation provided the
structure for what would become one of the most feared prison gangs in the United States.

Early Beginnings in San Quentin
The Aryan Brotherhood was reportedly founded in 1964 at San Quentin State Prison. White
inmates, feeling vulnerable amidst racial tensions and violence, banded together for mutual
protection. The group’s name was chosen to emphasize their white supremacist beliefs and
solidarity. Initial membership was small, but the organization’s strict code of loyalty and
violence as a means of control attracted more followers over time.



Key Founders and Influencers
Several inmates are credited with establishing the Aryan Brotherhood, though their
identities were often shrouded in secrecy. These early leaders set the tone for the gang’s
operational methods and racial ideology. Their leadership

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the Aryan Brotherhood?
The Aryan Brotherhood originated in the 1960s within the California prison system as a
white supremacist prison gang formed for protection and racial solidarity among white
inmates.

How did the Aryan Brotherhood evolve over time?
Initially formed as a prison gang, the Aryan Brotherhood expanded its influence beyond
prisons, engaging in organized crime such as drug trafficking, extortion, and murder,
becoming one of the most notorious white supremacist criminal organizations in the United
States.

What role did the Aryan Brotherhood play in the U.S.
prison system?
The Aryan Brotherhood exerted significant control within the prison system through violent
enforcement of their rules, racial intimidation, and involvement in illicit activities, often
leading to severe conflicts with other prison gangs and authorities.

How has law enforcement responded to the Aryan
Brotherhood historically?
Law enforcement agencies have conducted extensive investigations and prosecutions
targeting the Aryan Brotherhood's criminal activities, including RICO charges and federal
indictments, aiming to dismantle their operations both inside and outside prisons.

What are some key events in the history of the Aryan
Brotherhood?
Key events include the gang's formation in the 1960s, its expansion into organized crime in
the 1980s and 1990s, high-profile violent incidents within prisons, and major law
enforcement crackdowns resulting in numerous arrests and convictions of its members.



Additional Resources
1. Inside the Aryan Brotherhood: The Prison Gang's History and Rise to Power
This book delves into the origins of the Aryan Brotherhood, tracing its formation within the
prison system during the 1960s. It explores the gang’s evolution from a protective group to
one of the most notorious and violent criminal organizations in the United States. The
author examines key events and figures that shaped the Brotherhood's identity and
influence.

2. The Brotherhood: The Secret World of the Aryan Brotherhood
Offering a detailed investigation into the inner workings of the Aryan Brotherhood, this book
reveals the gang’s codes, rituals, and criminal enterprises. It combines interviews, court
records, and firsthand accounts to paint a vivid picture of life inside the gang. The narrative
also addresses the Brotherhood’s impact on prison culture and organized crime.

3. White Supremacy Behind Bars: The Aryan Brotherhood's Role in Prison History
This historical account highlights the rise of white supremacist ideologies within the U.S.
penal system, focusing specifically on the Aryan Brotherhood. It discusses the social and
political conditions that enabled the gang’s growth and the violent tactics used to maintain
control. The book also situates the Brotherhood in the broader context of racial tensions in
American prisons.

4. Blood in the Yard: The Aryan Brotherhood and Prison Violence
Focusing on the brutal violence associated with the Aryan Brotherhood, this book chronicles
some of the most notorious acts committed by the gang. It provides insight into the
motivations behind their violent reputation and the consequences for inmates and
correctional staff. The author also analyzes how the Brotherhood enforces discipline and
loyalty within its ranks.

5. White Brotherhood: The Aryan Brotherhood's Influence on American Crime
This book explores the Aryan Brotherhood’s expansion beyond prison walls into various
illegal activities, including drug trafficking and extortion. It covers the gang's networking
with other criminal organizations and its impact on national crime trends. The author also
considers law enforcement efforts to dismantle the Brotherhood’s operations.

6. Prison Politics and the Aryan Brotherhood: A History of Power and Control
Examining the intersection of prison politics and gang dynamics, this book details how the
Aryan Brotherhood has manipulated power structures within correctional facilities. It
highlights the gang’s strategic alliances and rivalries that have shaped prison hierarchies.
The narrative provides an analysis of the political savvy employed by the Brotherhood to
maintain dominance.

7. Symbols of Hate: The Aryan Brotherhood’s Identity and Iconography
This book investigates the symbols, tattoos, and coded language used by the Aryan
Brotherhood to signify membership and convey messages. It traces the origins of these
symbols and their significance in fostering group identity and intimidation. The author also
discusses how these iconographic elements have been targeted in anti-gang initiatives.

8. Breaking the Brotherhood: Law Enforcement’s Battle Against Aryan Supremacy
Detailing major law enforcement operations aimed at dismantling the Aryan Brotherhood,
this book showcases the challenges and successes in combating the gang. It covers



undercover investigations, prosecutions, and legislative measures designed to curb the
Brotherhood's influence. The book also reflects on ongoing efforts to prevent the gang's
resurgence.

9. The Aryan Brotherhood: A Sociological Study of a Prison Gang
This academic work offers a sociological perspective on the Aryan Brotherhood, exploring
factors such as group dynamics, identity formation, and social control mechanisms. It draws
on interviews, case studies, and theoretical frameworks to understand the gang’s
endurance and adaptation. The book provides valuable insights into the complexities of
prison gang culture and white supremacist ideology.
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