
the hitchhiker by roald dahl questions and
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the hitchhiker by roald dahl questions and answers offers an insightful exploration into one of
Roald Dahl’s most intriguing short stories. This article provides a comprehensive guide to
understanding the plot, characters, themes, and literary devices found within “The Hitchhiker.” It
addresses common questions and answers that help readers grasp the nuances of the narrative and
its underlying messages. By delving into the story’s key moments and character motivations, this
resource aids students, educators, and literature enthusiasts in analyzing Dahl’s writing style and
storytelling techniques. The following content also highlights the story’s moral implications and the
clever twist that characterizes Dahl’s work. Presented in a structured format, this guide is optimized
to enhance comprehension and engagement with the text. Below is the table of contents outlining the
main sections covered in this article.
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Plot Summary and Analysis
The plot of “The Hitchhiker” by Roald Dahl centers around a seemingly ordinary encounter between a
man and a hitchhiker during a car journey. The story unfolds with the narrator picking up a mysterious
hitchhiker who exhibits unusual skills, notably the ability to pick locks effortlessly. As the journey
progresses, the hitchhiker’s true nature and intentions gradually become apparent, culminating in a
surprising and thought-provoking conclusion. This section analyzes the narrative structure, pacing,
and the story’s suspenseful elements that contribute to its lasting impact.

Overview of the Storyline
The story begins with the narrator driving through London and spotting a hitchhiker seeking a ride.
The hitchhiker joins him, and their conversation reveals the hitchhiker’s extraordinary talent for lock
picking. The narrator initially admires this skill, but tension builds as the hitchhiker’s motives remain
unclear. The climax reveals a twist that challenges readers’ assumptions and highlights Dahl’s
signature dark humor and irony.



Analysis of Narrative Techniques
Dahl employs a first-person narrative that immerses readers in the experience of the driver,
enhancing suspense and engagement. The use of descriptive language creates vivid imagery, while
the gradual revelation of the hitchhiker’s abilities serves as a device to build intrigue. The pacing is
carefully controlled to maintain reader interest and deliver the surprise ending effectively.

Main Characters and Their Roles
Understanding the characters in “The Hitchhiker” by Roald Dahl is essential to grasping the story’s
deeper meanings. The two primary characters—the narrator and the hitchhiker—represent
contrasting traits and ideas that drive the plot forward. This section explores their personalities,
motivations, and significance within the narrative.

The Narrator
The narrator is a middle-class man who offers a ride to the hitchhiker. His character is portrayed
through his observations and reactions, reflecting curiosity, admiration, and eventual apprehension.
He serves as the reader’s point of view, providing insight into the unfolding events and the
psychological tension between the two men.

The Hitchhiker
The hitchhiker is a mysterious figure with exceptional lock-picking skills. His calm demeanor and
cryptic statements add to the suspense. He symbolizes cunning and perhaps criminality, challenging
societal norms and moral expectations. His role is pivotal in delivering the story’s twist and thematic
message.

Supporting Characters
Though minimally present, other characters such as the policemen or passersby in the story help
establish the setting and contribute to the plot’s progression. Their interactions with the main
characters emphasize the hitchhiker’s unusual traits and the story’s tension.

Themes and Literary Devices
“The Hitchhiker” by Roald Dahl incorporates several themes and literary techniques that enrich the
narrative. This section discusses the central themes such as deception, morality, and human nature,
as well as the story’s use of irony, symbolism, and suspense.



Major Themes

Deception and Trickery: The hitchhiker’s lock-picking skill symbolizes deception, challenging
appearances and trust.

Morality and Justice: The story questions conventional morality by presenting a character
whose questionable skills may serve a greater purpose.

Human Nature and Curiosity: The narrator’s fascination with the hitchhiker reflects human
curiosity about the unknown and the thrill of danger.

Literary Devices
Roald Dahl’s story employs literary devices that enhance its impact:

Irony: The twist ending subverts expectations, a hallmark of Dahl’s storytelling style.

Suspense: Gradual reveal of the hitchhiker’s abilities builds tension throughout the narrative.

Symbolism: The lock-picking skill represents freedom and control over societal constraints.

First-Person Point of View: This perspective creates intimacy and immediacy, drawing
readers into the unfolding drama.

Frequently Asked Questions
This section addresses common inquiries related to “The Hitchhiker” by Roald Dahl, providing clear
and concise answers to enhance understanding.

What is the main message of “The Hitchhiker”?
The story conveys that appearances can be deceiving and challenges readers to reconsider their
judgments about morality. It also emphasizes the cunning nature of individuals who operate outside
societal norms.

Why is the hitchhiker’s lock-picking skill significant?
The lock-picking skill symbolizes the ability to bypass restrictions and control situations. It also serves
as a metaphor for hidden talents or secret knowledge that can be both dangerous and impressive.



How does the story’s ending affect its interpretation?
The twist ending forces readers to rethink the entire narrative, highlighting themes of irony and the
unpredictability of human behavior. It leaves a lasting impression about the complexity of characters
and their motives.

Is “The Hitchhiker” suitable for classroom study?
Yes, the story’s concise narrative, rich themes, and literary techniques make it an excellent choice for
educational purposes, encouraging critical thinking and literary analysis.

Sample Questions and Answers for Study
To assist with academic study and comprehension, here are sample questions and answers related to
“The Hitchhiker” by Roald Dahl.

1.
Question: Describe the relationship between the narrator and the hitchhiker.

Answer: The relationship is initially casual and polite, but it becomes tense as the narrator
learns more about the hitchhiker’s skills and possible motives. There is a subtle power dynamic
where the hitchhiker holds an advantage through his knowledge and abilities.

2.
Question: What role does suspense play in the story?

Answer: Suspense drives the narrative by keeping readers curious about the hitchhiker’s
intentions and the outcome of the journey. It is built through gradual revelations and the
narrator’s growing unease.

3.
Question: How does Roald Dahl use irony in “The Hitchhiker”?

Answer: Irony is central to the story, especially in the unexpected twist at the end, which
contrasts with the initial impression of the characters and events, creating a surprising and
memorable effect.

4.
Question: What message does the story convey about trust?

Answer: The story suggests that trust should be earned rather than given freely, as
appearances can be misleading and people may possess hidden agendas or skills.



5.
Question: Explain the significance of the setting in the story.

Answer: The setting, primarily a road journey through London, symbolizes transition and
unpredictability. It serves as a confined backdrop where the interaction between the narrator
and hitchhiker unfolds, intensifying the suspense.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of Roald Dahl's 'The Hitchhiker'?
The story follows a man who picks up a hitchhiker while driving, only to discover that the hitchhiker
has an extraordinary skill in picking locks, leading to a twist ending.

What is the significance of the hitchhiker's skill in the story?
The hitchhiker's skill in picking locks symbolizes cunning and resourcefulness, and it plays a crucial
role in the story's twist, revealing the hitchhiker's true nature and intentions.

How does Roald Dahl create suspense in 'The Hitchhiker'?
Dahl creates suspense through the mysterious character of the hitchhiker, the unusual skill he
possesses, and the gradual revelation of his true purpose, keeping readers intrigued until the climax.

What themes are explored in 'The Hitchhiker' by Roald Dahl?
The story explores themes such as deception, trust, the unexpected danger lurking beneath ordinary
encounters, and the cleverness of seemingly ordinary people.

How does the narrator's perspective influence the story in
'The Hitchhiker'?
The narrator's perspective provides an ordinary viewpoint that contrasts with the hitchhiker's
extraordinary abilities, enhancing the element of surprise and the story's impact on the reader.

What is the moral or lesson of 'The Hitchhiker' by Roald Dahl?
The story teaches that appearances can be deceiving and that one should be cautious when trusting
strangers, as well as highlighting the unexpected talents people may possess.



Additional Resources
1. Understanding Roald Dahl’s The Hitchhiker: A Q&A Guide
This book offers a comprehensive question and answer format to explore the themes, characters, and
plot of Roald Dahl’s "The Hitchhiker." It is designed for students and readers who want a deeper
understanding of the story. Each chapter breaks down key elements and provides insightful
explanations, making the narrative more accessible.

2. The Hitchhiker by Roald Dahl: Study Questions and Answers
A detailed study guide focusing on critical thinking and comprehension questions related to "The
Hitchhiker." The book encourages readers to analyze the story’s twists and character motivations. It
also includes model answers to help readers formulate their own responses effectively.

3. Exploring Roald Dahl’s Short Stories: The Hitchhiker Edition
This guide delves into Roald Dahl’s short stories with a special focus on "The Hitchhiker." It includes
discussion questions, thematic explorations, and character analyses. The book is ideal for book clubs
and classrooms seeking to engage with Dahl’s unique storytelling style.

4. Roald Dahl’s The Hitchhiker: Themes and Interpretations Q&A
A thematic exploration of "The Hitchhiker" presented in a question and answer format. This book
helps readers understand the underlying messages and the narrative techniques Dahl uses. It is
useful for literary students and enthusiasts interested in story interpretation.

5. Comprehension and Analysis of The Hitchhiker by Roald Dahl
This book provides a structured approach to reading "The Hitchhiker," with comprehension questions
followed by detailed answers. It emphasizes literary devices, plot development, and character study.
Readers can improve their analytical skills while enjoying Dahl’s storytelling.

6. Roald Dahl’s The Hitchhiker: A Question and Answer Companion
Serving as a companion to the original story, this book offers a wide range of questions that challenge
readers to think critically. Answers are provided to clarify complex parts of the story and to enhance
reading enjoyment. It is suitable for both independent study and classroom use.

7. Critical Thinking and The Hitchhiker by Roald Dahl
This book encourages readers to engage with "The Hitchhiker" through critical thinking questions and
well-explained answers. It covers plot analysis, character evaluation, and moral lessons. Perfect for
educators looking to stimulate discussion and debate.

8. Roald Dahl’s The Hitchhiker: Quiz and Answer Book
A fun and interactive quiz book based on "The Hitchhiker," featuring multiple-choice questions, short
answers, and explanations. It is designed to test readers’ knowledge and understanding of the story.
Great for revision and group activities.

9. Decoding The Hitchhiker: A Roald Dahl Q&A Workbook
This workbook combines questions, answers, and writing exercises centered around "The Hitchhiker."
It aims to improve comprehension and encourage creative responses. Suitable for students and fans
wanting a hands-on approach to exploring Dahl’s work.
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