
the horror stories of robert e howard
the horror stories of robert e howard stand as a compelling testament to early 20th-century
speculative fiction, blending elements of supernatural terror, dark fantasy, and cosmic dread. Known
primarily for creating the iconic character Conan the Barbarian, Howard's contributions to horror
literature reveal a distinctive style marked by vivid imagination, atmospheric settings, and primal
fears. This article explores the thematic depth, notable works, and literary significance of the horror
stories of Robert E Howard, highlighting his influence on the genre and subsequent writers. From
eldritch abominations to ancient curses, Howard’s tales delve into the unknown and the macabre,
establishing a legacy that persists in horror and fantasy circles. The discussion will cover his approach
to horror, key story collections, recurring motifs, and the cultural impact of his storytelling. Readers
will gain insight into how Howard’s horror stories fit within the broader context of weird fiction and
their enduring appeal. The following sections provide a detailed examination of these aspects.

Thematic Elements in Robert E Howard’s Horror Stories

Notable Horror Works by Robert E Howard

Recurring Motifs and Influences

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Impact and Legacy of Howard’s Horror Stories

Thematic Elements in Robert E Howard’s Horror Stories
The horror stories of Robert E Howard are characterized by a blend of supernatural terror, ancient
evils, and primal human fears. Central themes often include cosmic insignificance, forbidden
knowledge, and the struggle between civilization and barbarism. Howard’s narratives frequently
explore the thin veil separating the known world from dark, hidden realms inhabited by otherworldly
entities.

Cosmic Horror and Eldritch Beings
Howard’s horror often incorporates elements reminiscent of cosmic horror, where humanity confronts
vast, incomprehensible forces beyond its control. His stories feature creatures and gods that defy
natural laws, evoking a sense of existential dread. This aligns with the broader weird fiction genre,
emphasizing the insignificance of mankind in the universe.

Human Nature and Barbarism
Another prominent theme is the conflict between civilized society and primal instincts. Howard’s
horror tales frequently depict characters who must confront not only external supernatural threats but



also their own capacity for violence and savagery. This duality enriches the horror by grounding it in
psychological realism.

Notable Horror Works by Robert E Howard
Among the horror stories of Robert E Howard, several stand out for their creativity, intensity, and
influence. These works showcase his ability to craft chilling atmospheres and memorable antagonists.

"The Black Stone"
This story revolves around an ancient monolith linked to dark rituals and unspeakable horrors. It
exemplifies Howard’s skill in weaving archaeological mystery with supernatural terror, creating an
unsettling narrative that has become a classic in the weird fiction canon.

"The Shadow Kingdom"
Featuring serpent-men capable of shape-shifting and conspiracy, "The Shadow Kingdom" blends
horror with fantasy and political intrigue. The story’s exploration of hidden enemies and paranoia
contributes to its enduring appeal.

"Worms of the Earth"
In this tale, Howard introduces grotesque, subterranean beings living beneath the earth’s surface. The
narrative combines gothic elements with visceral horror, depicting a desperate struggle against
ancient, monstrous foes.

Other Significant Stories

"The Horror from the Mound" – featuring supernatural revenge and undead themes

"Pigeons from Hell" – a Southern Gothic horror story involving hauntings and curses

"The Thing on the Roof" – a claustrophobic tale of alien terror

Recurring Motifs and Influences
The horror stories of Robert E Howard incorporate a variety of recurring motifs that reflect both his
literary influences and his personal worldview. These motifs contribute to the distinct flavor of his
horror fiction.



Ancient Civilizations and Lost Knowledge
Howard frequently draws upon the idea of ancient, forgotten civilizations harboring dangerous
secrets. These lost cultures often serve as sources of supernatural menace, emphasizing themes of
decay and forbidden lore.

Monsters and Mythological Creatures
His horror tales feature a menagerie of monsters, from serpent-men to undead warriors. These
creatures are often rooted in mythology but reimagined with a dark, terrifying twist that amplifies the
horror atmosphere.

Isolation and Madness
Many stories explore the psychological toll of encountering the uncanny. Isolation, both physical and
mental, is a common element that heightens tension and leads to characters’ descent into madness
or despair.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Robert E Howard’s horror stories are notable for their dynamic prose and immersive storytelling. His
style effectively balances action, atmosphere, and suspense to engage readers fully.

Vivid Descriptions and Atmosphere
Howard employs rich, sensory language to create vivid settings that enhance the horror experience.
His descriptions of landscapes, ancient ruins, and monstrous entities immerse readers in a tangible,
often oppressive world.

Fast-Paced Plotting and Action
Unlike some contemporaries who favored slow-building dread, Howard integrates action and horror
seamlessly. This approach maintains narrative momentum while delivering intense moments of terror
and violence.

Use of First-Person and Epistolary Formats
Several stories utilize first-person narration or letters and journal entries to provide immediacy and
personal perspective. This technique deepens the psychological impact and realism of the horror.



Impact and Legacy of Howard’s Horror Stories
The horror stories of Robert E Howard have left a lasting imprint on the genre, influencing both
contemporary and modern writers. His blend of horror with fantasy elements helped pioneer the weird
fiction subgenre.

Influence on Weird Fiction and Horror Genres
Howard’s works contributed to defining the boundaries of weird fiction, inspiring authors such as H.P.
Lovecraft and later fantasy-horror writers. His unique melding of sword and sorcery with horror tropes
expanded the possibilities for genre storytelling.

Adaptations and Cultural Presence
While Howard is best known for his fantasy creations, several of his horror stories have been adapted
into comics, radio dramas, and short films. These adaptations continue to introduce new audiences to
his dark imaginings.

Enduring Popularity Among Readers and Scholars
Academic and fan communities alike study Howard’s horror stories for their thematic richness and
stylistic innovation. His tales remain subjects of analysis and celebration, securing his place as a
foundational figure in speculative fiction.

Distinctive fusion of horror and fantasy elements

Creation of memorable, terrifying creatures

Exploration of primal and cosmic fears

Influence on subsequent generations of writers

Ongoing presence in popular and academic discourse

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Robert E. Howard and why is he significant in horror
literature?
Robert E. Howard was an American writer best known for creating the character Conan the Barbarian.
He is significant in horror literature for his contributions to the weird fiction genre, blending elements



of horror, fantasy, and adventure in his stories.

What are some of the most famous horror stories written by
Robert E. Howard?
Some of Robert E. Howard's most famous horror stories include "The Black Stone," "The Shadow
Kingdom," "Worms of the Earth," and "The Horror from the Mound." These stories often feature
supernatural and cosmic horror themes.

How does Robert E. Howard's horror style differ from other
writers of his time?
Howard's horror style is characterized by a fast-paced, action-oriented narrative combined with dark,
atmospheric settings. Unlike some contemporaries who focused on psychological horror, Howard
emphasized physical horror and ancient evils, often rooted in mythology and folklore.

Did Robert E. Howard create any recurring characters in his
horror stories?
Yes, Robert E. Howard created several recurring characters in his horror stories, including Solomon
Kane, a Puritan adventurer who battles supernatural forces, and Bran Mak Morn, a Pictish king dealing
with dark magic and ancient evils.

What themes are commonly explored in Robert E. Howard’s
horror stories?
Common themes in Howard's horror stories include the struggle between civilization and barbarism,
ancient supernatural forces, forbidden knowledge, and the fragility of human sanity in the face of
cosmic horrors.

How did Robert E. Howard influence the horror genre?
Howard influenced the horror genre by blending horror with action and adventure, inspiring later
writers to incorporate more dynamic storytelling in horror. His creation of dark, mythic worlds also
helped shape the sword and sorcery subgenre, which often overlaps with horror elements.

Are Robert E. Howard's horror stories connected to his other
works like Conan the Barbarian?
While Howard's horror stories and Conan tales are separate in terms of characters and settings, they
share similar themes of ancient evils, dark magic, and brutal conflicts. Some horror elements appear
in Conan stories, showing a crossover of tone and atmosphere.

Where can readers find collections of Robert E. Howard’s



horror stories?
Collections of Robert E. Howard's horror stories can be found in anthologies such as "The Horror
Stories of Robert E. Howard," "Solomon Kane: The Complete Adventures," and various collections
published by specialty presses and online archives.

What role does mythology play in Robert E. Howard’s horror
stories?
Mythology plays a central role in Howard's horror stories, often providing the basis for the ancient
evils and supernatural entities featured. He drew on Celtic, Norse, and other mythologies to create a
rich backdrop for his tales of horror and adventure.

How has Robert E. Howard’s horror work been adapted in
popular media?
Howard's horror work has been adapted in comics, radio dramas, and films, often focusing on his
characters like Solomon Kane. His influence is also seen in video games and literature that draw on
his dark fantasy and horror themes.

Additional Resources
1. The Dark Barbarian: The Complete Stories of Robert E. Howard
This comprehensive collection features the complete tales of Robert E. Howard’s most iconic
character, Conan the Barbarian. It delves into dark fantasy and horror, blending sword and sorcery
with supernatural elements. Readers experience the eerie, violent world that Howard masterfully
created, filled with ancient evils and monstrous creatures.

2. The Weird Works of Robert E. Howard
This anthology compiles a wide range of Howard’s horror and weird fiction stories beyond his famous
heroes. It showcases his talent for creating unsettling atmospheres and chilling monsters, from
haunted castles to eldritch horrors. Perfect for fans seeking to explore the breadth of Howard’s
macabre imagination.

3. Black Gods and Scarlet Dreams
A collection of Howard’s supernatural and horror-themed short stories, this book highlights his
fascination with dark gods and forbidden knowledge. The tales often involve sinister cults, ancient
curses, and terrifying entities lurking at the edges of civilization. Readers are immersed in a world
where dread and suspense build with every page.

4. Shadows of the Lost Race and Other Tales of Dark Adventure
This volume gathers some of Howard’s lesser-known horror and adventure stories that blend mystery
with supernatural terror. The narratives often explore ancient civilizations, cursed relics, and
monstrous beings that threaten humanity. It’s a great read for those intrigued by the intersection of
horror and pulp adventure.

5. Skull-Face and Others
Featuring one of Howard’s most infamous horror stories, “Skull-Face,” this collection delves into



themes of vengeance, dark magic, and apocalyptic threats. The stories are rich in atmospheric
tension and showcase Howard’s skill in crafting chilling villains and nightmarish scenarios. This book is
essential for fans of classic weird fiction.

6. The Horror Stories of Robert E. Howard
Dedicated solely to Howard’s horror output, this anthology compiles tales that reveal his dark
imagination beyond sword and sorcery. From haunted landscapes to monstrous creatures, these
stories emphasize psychological horror and cosmic dread. It offers a focused look at Howard’s
contribution to the genre of horror.

7. Worms of the Earth and Other Lovecraftian Tales
This collection highlights Howard’s works influenced by H.P. Lovecraft, featuring stories that
incorporate cosmic horror and ancient, unknowable entities. “Worms of the Earth” is a standout tale,
blending barbarian grit with eerie, otherworldly terror. Fans of Lovecraftian horror will appreciate
Howard’s unique and brutal take on the mythos.

8. Red Shadows and Other Weird Tales
A compilation of Howard’s early weird fiction and horror stories, this book showcases the evolution of
his dark storytelling style. The tales often feature shadowy figures, cursed lands, and supernatural
threats that evoke a sense of dread and suspense. It’s an essential collection for those interested in
the roots of Howard’s horror fiction.

9. Beyond the Black River: Tales of Sword and Sorcery Horror
This book focuses on Howard’s fusion of horror elements with his sword and sorcery adventures,
particularly those set in the Hyborian Age. The stories explore themes of barbarism clashing with
eldritch forces and ancient evils. Readers will find a thrilling mix of action, horror, and dark fantasy
woven together seamlessly.
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