
the house of the scorpion by nancy
farmer
the house of the scorpion by nancy farmer is a compelling science fiction
novel that explores themes of identity, ethics, and the consequences of
genetic cloning. Set in a futuristic country called Opium, the story follows
Matteo “Matt” Alacrán, a young clone struggling to find his place in a
society that views him with suspicion and prejudice. Nancy Farmer masterfully
weaves a narrative that challenges readers to consider the moral implications
of scientific advancement while delivering a gripping coming-of-age tale.
This article delves into the plot, characters, themes, and critical reception
of the book, as well as its significance in young adult literature.
Additionally, it provides insight into Nancy Farmer’s writing style and the
broader impact of the novel’s messages. Explore the various dimensions of
this award-winning book and understand why it remains a relevant and
influential work today.
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Plot Overview of The House of the Scorpion
The house of the scorpion by nancy farmer presents a futuristic narrative
centered on Matt, a clone of a powerful drug lord named El Patrón. The novel
begins with Matt’s birth and follows his journey from being a marginalized
clone to discovering his identity and purpose. Set in the country of Opium,
located between the United States and what was once Mexico, the story
examines political intrigue, family dynamics, and ethical dilemmas
surrounding cloning technology.

Setting and Context
The story unfolds in Opium, a unique country ruled by El Patrón, whose
influence dominates the region. The setting combines elements of dystopia and



realism, creating a vivid backdrop for the novel’s events. The political
landscape is fraught with corruption and power struggles, reflecting real-
world issues through a speculative lens. This environment shapes Matt’s
experiences and challenges throughout the book.

Key Plot Points
Central to the plot is Matt’s struggle with his identity as a clone and the
societal rejection he faces. As Matt grows older, he uncovers secrets about
his origin and El Patrón’s intentions. The narrative builds tension through
Matt’s efforts to claim his inheritance and redefine what it means to be a
leader. Key events include:

Matt’s discovery of his clone status and the stigma attached

His relationship with El Patrón and the complexities therein

Political conflicts involving rival families and factions

Matt’s moral decisions concerning cloning and power

The resolution of Matt’s personal and political challenges

Main Characters and Character Development
The house of the scorpion by nancy farmer features a rich cast of characters
who contribute to the novel’s depth and complexity. Character development is
central to the story, particularly Matt’s evolution from an uncertain youth
to a responsible leader.

Matteo "Matt" Alacrán
Matt is the protagonist and clone of El Patrón. Initially ostracized, he
grows into a compassionate and intelligent individual who questions the
ethics of cloning and power. His journey is marked by internal conflict and
the desire to break free from the negative legacy of his genetic origin.

El Patrón
El Patrón is the powerful drug lord who rules Opium. His character embodies
themes of control, legacy, and the corrupting influence of power. Despite his
ruthless nature, El Patrón’s relationship with Matt is complex and pivotal to
the plot.



Supporting Characters
Other characters, such as Matt’s caretaker María, his friend Tam Lin, and
various political figures, provide additional perspectives and influence
Matt’s growth. Their interactions highlight issues of loyalty, friendship,
and morality within the novel’s context.

Themes and Symbolism in the Novel
The house of the scorpion by nancy farmer explores several profound themes
that resonate with readers of all ages. The novel’s symbolism enriches these
themes, inviting reflection on ethical and social questions.

Identity and Humanity
A central theme is the exploration of what defines a person’s humanity.
Through Matt’s experience as a clone, the novel challenges prejudices and
questions whether genetics determine one’s worth or character. This theme
encourages empathy and understanding beyond superficial differences.

Ethics of Cloning and Science
The book critically examines the moral implications of cloning technology. It
raises questions about the responsibilities of creators and clones alike, as
well as the potential dangers of scientific advancement unchecked by ethical
considerations.

Power and Corruption
El Patrón’s rule highlights the corrupting nature of absolute power. The
novel contrasts this with Matt’s attempt to use power responsibly,
illustrating the struggle between selfishness and altruism in leadership.

Symbolism of the Scorpion
The scorpion symbolizes danger, protection, and transformation. It reflects
Matt’s own complex nature and the duality of his existence as both human and
clone. This symbol recurs throughout the novel, reinforcing its thematic
concerns.



Nancy Farmer’s Writing Style and Literary
Techniques
Nancy Farmer’s writing in the house of the scorpion by nancy farmer is
characterized by vivid descriptions, well-paced narrative, and nuanced
character development. Her style effectively balances science fiction
elements with emotional depth.

Use of Perspective
The story is told primarily from Matt’s point of view, allowing readers to
intimately experience his thoughts and feelings. This perspective enhances
the novel’s exploration of identity and personal growth.

Blending Genres
Farmer skillfully blends science fiction with coming-of-age and political
thriller genres. This combination broadens the novel’s appeal and allows for
complex thematic exploration within an engaging plot structure.

Language and Tone
The language is accessible yet sophisticated, suitable for young adult
readers while addressing mature themes. The tone shifts from suspenseful to
reflective, maintaining reader interest throughout the narrative.

Critical Reception and Awards
The house of the scorpion by nancy farmer has received widespread critical
acclaim and numerous awards. Critics have praised its originality, thematic
depth, and compelling storytelling.

Major Awards

National Book Award for Young People's Literature

Newbery Honor

Boston Globe–Horn Book Award

These accolades recognize the novel’s impact and excellence in young adult
literature.



Critical Praise
Reviewers have highlighted the novel’s thought-provoking treatment of cloning
ethics and its strong character development. It is often cited as a
significant contribution to science fiction and dystopian literature for
younger audiences.

Impact and Significance in Young Adult
Literature
The house of the scorpion by nancy farmer holds a distinguished place in
young adult literature, influencing both readers and writers. Its themes
remain relevant amid ongoing debates about biotechnology and ethics.

Educational Use
The novel is frequently included in school curricula to stimulate discussion
on identity, morality, and scientific responsibility. Its engaging narrative
supports critical thinking and ethical reasoning among students.

Legacy and Influence
Farmer’s work has inspired other authors to explore similar themes within
dystopian and science fiction genres. The novel continues to be a touchstone
for discussions about cloning and what it means to be human.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The House of the
Scorpion' by Nancy Farmer?
The main theme of 'The House of the Scorpion' is identity and what it means
to be human, as it explores the life of Matteo, a clone struggling to find
his place in society.

Who is the protagonist of 'The House of the
Scorpion'?
The protagonist of the novel is Matteo "Matt" Copeland, a young clone of El
Patrón, the drug lord of Opium.



How does Nancy Farmer explore the concept of cloning
in the book?
Nancy Farmer explores cloning through Matt's experiences, raising ethical
questions about individuality, humanity, and the moral implications of
cloning technology.

What role does El Patrón play in the story?
El Patrón is the powerful drug lord and Matt's genetic origin, whose legacy
and control over Opium deeply affect Matt's life and identity.

How is the setting of Opium important to the story?
Opium is a fictional country between the United States and Mexico,
representing a place of corruption and power struggles, which shapes the
novel's political and social context.

What challenges does Matt face as a clone in the
novel?
Matt faces discrimination, identity crises, and the challenge of overcoming
the negative reputation associated with being a clone and El Patrón's
successor.

How does Matt's character develop throughout the
novel?
Matt evolves from a confused and isolated boy into a responsible and
compassionate leader who seeks to reform Opium and break the cycle of
violence.

What is the significance of the scorpion in the
title?
The scorpion symbolizes danger, power, and the legacy of El Patrón, as well
as Matt's own struggle with his identity and destiny.

How does 'The House of the Scorpion' address issues
of morality and power?
The novel examines how power can corrupt and the importance of making ethical
choices, as Matt learns to wield power responsibly in contrast to El Patrón's
tyrannical rule.



Why is 'The House of the Scorpion' considered a
significant work in young adult literature?
It is significant for its complex exploration of bioethics, identity, and
social justice, combined with engaging storytelling that challenges young
readers to think critically about science and humanity.

Additional Resources
1. Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix
In a dystopian future where families are limited to only two children, Luke
is a third child who must live in hiding to avoid government detection. The
story explores themes of identity, freedom, and resistance as Luke discovers
others like him and begins to challenge the oppressive laws. This gripping
novel combines suspense and social commentary, much like *The House of the
Scorpion*.

2. Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
Set in a dystopian England, this haunting novel follows Kathy, Tommy, and
Ruth as they grow up in a mysterious boarding school. As their true purpose
is slowly revealed, the story delves into questions about humanity, cloning,
and ethics. The emotional depth and moral dilemmas resonate with the themes
found in *The House of the Scorpion*.

3. Brave New World by Aldous Huxley
This classic dystopian novel imagines a future society driven by
technological control, genetic engineering, and social stratification. It
explores the consequences of a world where individuality is suppressed for
the sake of stability and conformity. Readers interested in the ethical
issues around cloning and societal control in *The House of the Scorpion*
will find this book thought-provoking.

4. Clone Codes by The McKissacks
This novel follows a young girl named Leanna who discovers she is a clone and
must navigate a society that discriminates against clones. It addresses
themes of identity, prejudice, and human rights, paralleling the struggles
faced by Matt in *The House of the Scorpion*. The story is accessible for
younger readers interested in science fiction and social justice.

5. Feed by M.T. Anderson
In a future where most people have brain implants called "feeds" that connect
them to the internet and consumer culture, Titus begins to question the
society’s values after meeting Violet. This novel explores themes of
technology, control, and free will, offering a sharp critique of a highly
controlled and manipulated society, similar to the political intrigue in *The
House of the Scorpion*.

6. Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel
After a flu pandemic collapses civilization, the story follows a traveling



Shakespearean theatre troupe as they navigate a changed world. Themes of
survival, memory, and the persistence of art and humanity emerge throughout
the narrative. While more post-apocalyptic than *The House of the Scorpion*,
it similarly examines the resilience of the human spirit in difficult
circumstances.

7. Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood
This speculative fiction novel explores genetic engineering through the eyes
of Snowman, the possible last human survivor after a bioengineered
apocalypse. It raises ethical questions about science, cloning, and
humanity’s impact on nature. Fans of the moral complexities in *The House of
the Scorpion* will appreciate Atwood’s provocative storytelling.

8. Unwind by Neal Shusterman
In a dystopian United States where unwanted teens are "unwound" for organ
donation, Connor, Risa, and Lev fight to stay alive. The novel explores
themes of bodily autonomy, government control, and rebellion. Its exploration
of ethical issues surrounding the body and identity aligns well with *The
House of the Scorpion*.

9. The Giver by Lois Lowry
In a seemingly perfect community without pain or suffering, Jonas is chosen
to inherit the position of Receiver of Memory. As he learns about the hidden
truths of his society, he begins to question the cost of conformity and
control. This classic dystopian novel shares thematic elements with *The
House of the Scorpion*, including identity, freedom, and ethical dilemmas.
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