
the house of the scorpion

the house of the scorpion is a compelling young adult novel written by Nancy Farmer that explores

themes of identity, ethics, and power in a futuristic setting. The story centers around Matteo "Matt"

Alacrán, a young clone of a powerful drug lord, and his struggle to find his place in a complex society.

This novel combines elements of science fiction and dystopian literature, providing readers with

thought-provoking questions about humanity and morality. Throughout the book, readers encounter a

rich cast of characters, a vividly imagined world, and a plot that challenges conventional ideas about

cloning and individuality. This article delves into the background, plot, characters, themes, and critical

reception of the house of the scorpion. Additionally, it discusses the novel’s impact on literature and its

relevance in contemporary discussions about genetic engineering.
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Background and Author

Nancy Farmer, the author of the house of the scorpion, is an acclaimed writer known for her works in

young adult literature, often blending science fiction with social commentary. Published in 2002, the

house of the scorpion was inspired by Farmer’s interest in genetics and ethical issues surrounding

cloning. Her background in anthropology and international experience contributes to the novel’s rich

cultural and political backdrop. The house of the scorpion was initially recognized for its unique take on

dystopian fiction and has since become a staple in educational settings for its engagement with

complex scientific and moral questions.

Author’s Inspiration

Farmer’s fascination with cloning technology and its implications sparked the creation of the house of

the scorpion. She sought to explore what it means to be human through the story of a clone grappling

with prejudice and acceptance. The novel reflects contemporary debates on biotechnology and

personal identity, making it both timely and enduring.

Publication History

The house of the scorpion was first published by Orchard Books and has been translated into multiple

languages. It has seen numerous printings and editions, including audiobook and e-book formats. Its

success helped solidify Nancy Farmer’s reputation as a leading voice in speculative fiction for young

readers.

Plot Summary

The house of the scorpion follows Matt, a clone of El Patrón, a powerful drug lord who rules the

country of Opium, located between the United States and Mexico. As Matt grows up, he faces

discrimination and questions about his humanity due to his origin. The narrative chronicles Matt’s



journey from a confused child to a mature leader who must confront the legacy of El Patrón and the

moral dilemmas of power.

Early Life of Matt

Matt’s upbringing is marked by secrecy and isolation. Initially unaware of his clone status, he discovers

the truth and struggles with feelings of inferiority and alienation. Despite this, Matt shows intelligence

and kindness, traits that set him apart from other characters.

Conflict and Resolution

The story intensifies as Matt learns about El Patrón’s ruthless methods and the corrupt society he

controls. Matt’s internal conflict regarding his identity and ethical responsibilities drives much of the

plot. Ultimately, Matt seeks to reform Opium and break free from the violent cycle established by his

predecessor.

Main Characters

The house of the scorpion features a diverse cast, each contributing to the novel’s exploration of

power, loyalty, and identity. The characters are intricately developed, providing depth to the narrative

and highlighting various perspectives on cloning and morality.

Matteo “Matt” Alacrán

The protagonist and clone of El Patrón, Matt’s character arc is central to the novel. His development

from a confused clone to a thoughtful leader embodies the book’s themes of self-discovery and ethical

growth.



El Patrón

El Patrón is the powerful and feared drug lord whose legacy dominates the story. His complex

personality combines ruthlessness with moments of vulnerability, shaping the political and social

landscape of Opium.

Supporting Characters

Several key figures influence Matt’s journey, including:

Maria, Matt’s love interest and moral compass

El Patrón’s family members, who represent various facets of greed and ambition

Friends and enemies who challenge Matt’s beliefs and decisions

Themes and Motifs

The house of the scorpion delves into several profound themes that resonate with readers of all ages,

particularly those interested in ethical dilemmas and human rights.

Identity and Humanity

The novel questions what defines a person’s humanity, especially in the context of cloning. Matt’s

struggle to prove his worth despite being a clone challenges societal prejudices and explores the

nature of identity.



Power and Corruption

Through El Patrón’s reign and Matt’s eventual leadership, the story investigates how power can

corrupt and how it can be wielded responsibly. The tension between tyranny and justice is a recurring

motif.

Ethics of Cloning

The house of the scorpion raises important questions about the morality of cloning, including issues of

individuality, rights, and the consequences of genetic manipulation. These themes encourage readers

to reflect on emerging scientific technologies.

Setting and World-Building

The novel is set in the fictional country of Opium, a strip of land between the United States and

Mexico. This setting serves as a microcosm for larger political and social issues, particularly those

related to drug trafficking and border politics.

Geopolitical Context

Opium’s status as a drug empire ruled by El Patrón highlights the impact of illegal trade and

governance in a dystopian future. The novel portrays a society influenced by corruption, inequality, and

cultural conflicts.

Technological and Social Environment

The house of the scorpion incorporates advanced biotechnology, including cloning, alongside a society

grappling with traditional values and modern challenges. This blend creates a vivid and immersive

world that supports the novel’s themes.



Critical Reception and Awards

Since its publication, the house of the scorpion has received widespread acclaim for its originality,

depth, and relevance. It has been praised for engaging young readers with complex scientific and

ethical topics.

Awards and Honors

The novel has won several prestigious awards, including:

The National Book Award for Young People’s Literature

The Newbery Honor

Numerous state and library awards for children’s literature

Critical Analysis

Literary critics have highlighted the house of the scorpion’s skillful blending of genre elements and its

thought-provoking exploration of cloning ethics. Educators often recommend it for its ability to foster

critical thinking among students.

Impact and Legacy

The house of the scorpion continues to influence young adult literature and discussions on bioethics.

Its portrayal of cloning and identity has inspired other works and academic discourse.



Influence on Young Adult Literature

The novel helped pave the way for more science fiction works targeting young audiences that tackle

serious ethical and social issues. Its success demonstrated the viability of complex narratives within

the genre.

Relevance Today

As genetic engineering and cloning technologies advance, the house of the scorpion remains a

pertinent exploration of these themes. It encourages ongoing dialogue about the responsibilities that

come with scientific progress and the definition of humanity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The House of the Scorpion'?

'The House of the Scorpion' explores themes of identity, ethics in cloning, power, and the struggle

between good and evil.

Who is the protagonist in 'The House of the Scorpion'?

The protagonist is Matteo 'Matt' Alacrán, a young clone of a powerful drug lord named El Patrón.

What role does cloning play in 'The House of the Scorpion'?

Cloning is central to the story, raising moral and ethical questions as Matt is a clone struggling with his

humanity and societal acceptance.

Who is El Patrón in 'The House of the Scorpion'?

El Patrón is the ruthless drug lord and founder of Opium, whose cloned son Matt is the main



character.

How does Matt's identity develop throughout the novel?

Matt evolves from an uncertain and rejected clone into a confident leader who challenges his

predecessor's corrupt legacy.

What is the significance of the country Opium in the story?

Opium is a fictional country between the U.S. and Mexico, symbolizing a lawless and corrupt

environment controlled by El Patrón.

Who wrote 'The House of the Scorpion'?

The novel was written by Nancy Farmer.

What awards has 'The House of the Scorpion' won?

'The House of the Scorpion' has won several awards, including the National Book Award for Young

People's Literature in 2002.

How does 'The House of the Scorpion' address ethical issues related

to cloning?

The novel raises questions about the morality of cloning, personhood, and the rights of clones through

Matt's experiences.

Is 'The House of the Scorpion' suitable for young adult readers?

Yes, it is a popular young adult novel that combines sci-fi and political intrigue with themes appropriate

for teenagers.



Additional Resources

1. The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer

This novel tells the story of Matteo "Matt" King, a young clone of a powerful drug lord named El Patrón

in a futuristic country between the United States and Mexico. The book explores themes of identity,

morality, and the ethical implications of cloning. Matt struggles to find his place in a society that views

him as less than human while uncovering dark secrets about El Patrón's empire.

2. Blood and Chocolate by Annette Curtis Klause

A supernatural tale about a young werewolf named Vivian who must navigate her dual nature and the

challenges of love and loyalty. Though different in setting, it shares themes of identity and belonging

similar to those explored in The House of the Scorpion. The story delves into the complexities of

human and animal instincts.

3. Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

This dystopian science fiction novel explores the lives of cloned children raised to be organ donors.

Like The House of the Scorpion, it raises profound questions about what it means to be human and

the moral dilemmas surrounding cloning. The story is poignant and thought-provoking, focusing on

friendship, loss, and humanity.

4. Clone by Mae Catt

A futuristic novel about a young girl who is a clone and her journey to understand her identity and

freedom. The book tackles the ethical and emotional challenges faced by clones, echoing many

themes from The House of the Scorpion. It’s a compelling read about self-discovery and acceptance.

5. Scorpion Rules by Erin Bow

Set in a world where children are held hostage to prevent war, this novel explores power, control, and

sacrifice. While not directly about cloning, it shares some thematic elements such as political intrigue

and the struggle for autonomy. The story is intense and morally complex, much like Nancy Farmer’s

work.

6. Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick



This novel focuses on the friendship between two boys, one of whom is physically disabled but

intellectually gifted. Though different in genre, it shares themes of acceptance, friendship, and

overcoming societal challenges. The book highlights the power of human connection, a subtle theme in

The House of the Scorpion.

7. Feed by M.T. Anderson

A dystopian novel about a futuristic society where people are connected to the internet through brain

implants. It examines issues of identity, control, and the impact of technology on humanity. The novel’s

critical look at power and technology parallels some of the ethical questions raised in The House of the

Scorpion.

8. The Maze Runner by James Dashner

This action-packed dystopian novel centers on a group of teens trapped in a mysterious maze with no

memory of their past. Themes of survival, identity, and trust are prominent, similar to the struggles

faced by Matt in The House of the Scorpion. The story is fast-paced and explores the human spirit

under pressure.

9. Uglies by Scott Westerfeld

Set in a future society obsessed with physical perfection, this novel follows a girl who begins to

question the system’s values. The book addresses issues of identity, conformity, and rebellion, themes

that resonate with the moral questions in The House of the Scorpion. It’s a thought-provoking

exploration of appearance versus reality.
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